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Road Transport and Road Traffic Accident Statistics

(Island of Mauritius)

Year 2016
1. Vehicles registered in 2016
At the end of December 2016, there were 507,676 vehicles registered at the National Transport Authority. This represents a net increase of 21,532 vehicles (4.4%) as compared to end of year 2015 when the number of registered vehicles was 486,144 (Table 1.1).

During the year 2016, the fleet was strengthened with the registration of 26,658 vehicles, of which 16,831 (63.1%) were new, 8,935 (33.5%) were imported second-hand and 892 (3.4%) were re-registered vehicles; i.e., those which had been previously put off the road. During the same period, some 5,126 vehicles were put off the road. The net addition to the existing fleet worked out to 21,532 vehicles (Table 1.1).

2. Composition of fleet

A breakdown of the fleet by type of vehicle is given in Table 1.2. At the end of December 2016, the fleet consisted of 50.3% (255,199) cars, double cab pickup and dual purpose vehicles and 39.3% (199,399) auto/motor cycles. The remaining 10.4% comprised vans (27,656), lorries and trucks (14,645), buses (3,107) and other vehicles (7,670). It is to be noted that, prior to year 2013, double cab pickup was included in dual purpose vehicles. 

3.
Vehicles used for transport of passengers


3.1
Cars, double cap pickup and dual purpose vehicles
At the end of December 2016, the number of cars, double cab pickup and dual purpose vehicles was 255,199, a rise of 6.2% over the figure of 240,289 as at end of December 2015. This increase resulted from the registration of 16,358 such vehicles (8,020 new, 8,338 imported second-hand and 457 re-registered), partly offset by 1,905 vehicles that were put off the road (Table 1.1).

Table 1.3 shows the age distribution of cars, double cab pickup and dual purpose vehicles. At the end of December 2016, some 42.2% were less than 5 years, 28.1% between 5 and 9 years and the remaining 29.7%, 10 years and above. 

3.2 Buses
At the end of December 2016, there were 3,107 registered buses, out of which 2,032 or 65.4% were ‘public’ buses operating with a road service licence. During 2016, some 220 new buses were registered while 93 buses were put off the road resulting in an increase of 127 buses.

Table 1.4, which gives the age distribution of the fleet of public buses, shows that 31.7% of the buses were under 5 years, 33.3% between 5 and 9 years and 35.0%, between 10 and 20 years.

4.
Motor cycles and auto cycles


At the end of 2016, there were 199,399 motor cycles and auto cycles. This represents a net increase of 5,711 (+2.9%) against 193,688 at the end of 2015 (Table 1.1).
5.
Road traffic accidents 

The number of road traffic accidents registered during the year 2016 was 29,277 against 28,476 in the preceding year, showing an increase of 2.8%. Among these accidents, the majority, 26,488 (90.5%) were non-injury, 132 fatal, 427 caused serious injuries and 2,230 slight injuries (Table 2.1).

Compared to 2015, accidents causing casualties went up by 1.7% and non-injury accidents by 2.9%. Fatal accidents rose by 3.9%, slight injury accidents by 3.8% while serious injury accidents decreased by 8.8%.

The accident rate, expressed as the number of accidents per 100,000 mid-year population, increased from 2,333 in 2015 to 2,397 in 2016 and the number of accidents per 1,000 mid-year registered motor vehicles decreased from 60 in 2015 to 59 in 2016.

6.
Vehicles involved in road accidents 

During the year 2016, the total number of vehicles (both motor and non-motor) involved in road accidents was 57,282 (+2.7%) against 55,787 in the previous year. The number of motor vehicles involved in accidents resulting in casualties was 4,319 in 2016 against 4,152 in 2015. Table 2.3 shows that 34.0% of the vehicles were private cars, 38.4% were motor/auto cycles, 6.1% were buses and 5.6% were vans. 

7.
Casualties 

The number of casualties (fatalities and persons injured as a result of road traffic accidents) increased by 3.3% from 3,722 in 2015 to 3,845 in 2016. Among the casualties, 144 were fatal, 507 seriously injured and the remaining 3,194 slightly injured. 

Table 2.4 reveals that, among the casualties in 2016, some 40.0% were riders of auto/motor cycles, 24.0% passengers, 16.7% drivers, 15.4% pedestrians and 3.9% pedal cyclists.

Compared to 2015, the number of persons who died as a result of road accidents in 2016 went up by 3.6%. The fatality rate, expressed as the number of persons who died as a result of road accidents per 100,000 mid-year population, was 11.8, compared to 11.4 in 2015. Out of the 144 persons killed in road accidents during year 2016, the most vulnerable category of road users were riders/pillion riders of motorised two-wheelers (66), followed by pedestrians (44), (Table 2.6).
8.
Hit and run cases of accidents causing casualties

In 2016, there were 138 "hit and run" cases causing casualties compared to 199 in 2015. Out of these 138 cases, 60.1% (83) involved vehicles only while the other 39.9% (55) involved both vehicles and pedestrians (Table 2.5).
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Explanatory Notes

A.   Vehicle Statistics

1.
Data refer to all vehicles registered at the National Transport Authority. Pedal cycles are therefore excluded. The classification of vehicles used in this report, follows the definition given in Section 4 of the Road Traffic Act of 1962 and subsequent amended Act No. 27 of 2012.

2.
Vehicles include:

(a)
motor vehicles, that is, power-driven vehicles normally used for carrying persons or goods by road or for drawing vehicles used for carrying persons or goods. Examples are car, dual purpose vehicle, heavy motor car, motor cycle, lorry, van, bus, and tractor;

(b)
non-motorised vehicles, for example trailer.

3. Definition of some types of vehicles according to the Road Traffic Act 1962.

(a)
Motor cycle

A motor cycle is a mechanically propelled vehicle, other than an autocycle or a vehicle classified as an invalid carriage, with not more than four wheels and whose unladen weight does not exceed 400 kilograms.

(b)
Auto cycle

An autocycle is a two wheeled motor vehicle, with or without pedals, whose engine capacity does not exceed 50 cubic centimetres.

(c)
Heavy motor car

A heavy motor car is a vehicle of the bus type designed to carry passengers but not for hire or reward.

(d)
Dual purpose vehicle

A dual purpose vehicle is essentially a car but it is so designed to be capable of carrying a certain load of goods.

      (e)
Double cab pickup
            Double cab pickup means a motor vehicle which has –

       ( i ) a front passenger cabin which contain 2 rows of seats and is capable of       seating a maximum of 4 persons excluding the driver,

           ( ii ) at least 2 doors capable of being opened separately; and

           ( iii ) an open pickup area behind the passenger cabin.


B.   Road Traffic Accidents

1.
In this report, data on accidents refer to all road accidents reported to police stations and to insurance companies.

2.
Road Traffic Accident

A road traffic accident is an accident between two or more vehicles, a vehicle and a cyclist, a vehicle and a pedestrian, a vehicle and a fixed object such as a bridge, building, tree, post, etc, or a single vehicle that overturned on or near a public road.
4. Severity of accident 

Road traffic accidents are classified into the following categories according to the severity of the accident:
Fatal accident - an accident resulting in the death of one or more persons. Prior to 2002, a fatal accident was defined as an accident where deaths occurred within 7 days. As from 2002, a fatal accident is defined as an accident where deaths occurred within 30 days. 

Serious injury accident - An accident in which one or more persons are seriously injured.

Slight injury accident - An accident in which one or more persons are slightly injured.

Non injury accident - An accident in which no one is killed or injured but which results in damage to the vehicle/s and/or other property only.

5. Casualty

Any person killed or injured in a road accident is referred to as a casualty.

Fatality - Any person killed during an accident, or within 30 days as a result of an accident is referred to as a fatality.

5.
Injury definition

(i)  As from January 2013:

(a) Serious Injury - An injury for which a person is admitted to hospital as an "in-patient" for more than 24 hours.

(b) Slight Injury - An injury for which a person has received medical care but has not been admitted to hospital for more than 24 hours. 

(ii) Prior to January 2013:

(a) Serious Injury - An injury for which a person is detained in hospital as an "in-patient" or any of the following injuries (whether or not he is detained in hospital): fractures, concussions, internal injuries, severe cuts and lacerations, crushing and severe general shock requiring medical treatment.

(b) Slight Injury - An injury of minor character such as a sprain, bruise and cut not judged to be severe.
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