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Export Oriented Enterprises (EOE)

4th Quarter and Year 2012

1.
Introduction

This issue of “Economic and Social Indicators” (ESI) presents the results of the “Quarterly Survey of Employment” among the Export Oriented Enterprises (EOE), conducted by Statistics Mauritius at the end of December 2012.
It also includes provisional figures on EOE imports and exports for the year 2012 as well as revised figures for previous years. Table 1.1 shows the main indicators of the EOE sector for the period 1999 to 2012. 

2.
Enterprises
The number of export-oriented enterprises decreased from 339 at the end of September 2012 to 337 at the end of the 4th quarter of 2012 following the coming into operation of a new garment-producing enterprise and the closures of 3 enterprises producing pullovers, jewellery and toys.

Over the year 2012, there was a net decrease of 19 EOEs since 20 enterprises closed down and 1 came into operation. During the same period the number of EOEs manufacturing “Wearing apparel”, the most important group in EOE, declined from 138 to 127. The distribution of enterprises by product group is given in Table 1.2.
3.
Employment 
3.1    Employment – 4th Quarter 2012
During the fourth quarter of 2012, employment in EOE decreased by 99 (-0.2%) from 54,286 (23,459 males and 30,827 females) at the end of September 2012 to 54,187 (23,380 males and 30,807 females) at the end of December 2012. Male and female employment decreased by 79 and 20 respectively (Table 1.4). 
During the same period, a total of 587 jobs were created: 547 due to the expansion of existing enterprises and 40 due to 1 new enterprise. On the other hand, 686 jobs were lost: 636 due to the contraction of workforce of existing enterprises and 50 through the closure of 3 enterprises (Table 1.5).
Most of the job creation occurred in enterprises engaged in the production of:-

(i) wearing apparel, with an increase of 196 jobs from 35,917 to 36,113; and
(ii) textile yarn and fabrics, with an increase of 39 jobs from 4,156 to 4,195.
The job creations were offset by job losses in enterprises mainly engaged in the production of:-

(i) other products, with a decrease of 151 jobs from 4,869 to 4,718 in breeding of primates and manufacture of carton boxes,;
(ii) jewellery and related articles, with a decrease of 81 jobs from 1,238 to 1,157; and
(iii) toys and carnival articles, with a decrease of 51 jobs from 324 to 273. 
Details of employment by product group are shown in Table 1.7.
The number of foreign workers increased by 133 from 19,066 at the end of September 2012 to 19,199 at the end of December 2012. Nearly 79% (15,160) of foreign workers were engaged in enterprises manufacturing wearing apparel (Tables 1.4 and 1.8). 

3.2    Evolution of employment from December 2011 to December 2012
From December 2011 to December 2012, total employment decreased by 1,463 (-2.6%) from 55,650 to 54,187. Male employment increased by 159 while female employment decreased by 1,622. Employment of foreign workers, however, increased by 639 (Tables 1.4 and 1.8).
Most of the job creation occurred in enterprises engaged in the production of:- 

(i) textile yarn and fabrics, with an increase of 72 jobs from 4,123 to 4,195; and
(ii) food, with an increase of 60 jobs from 4,699 to 4,759.
The job creations were offset by job losses in enterprises mainly engaged in the production of:-
(i) wearing apparel, with a decrease of 1,359 jobs from 37,472 to 36,113

of which

pullovers- decrease of 20 jobs

other garments- decrease of 1,339 jobs; and
(ii) jewellery and related articles, with a decrease of 154 jobs from 1,311 to 1,157.

Details of changes in employment by product group are given in Table 1.7. 
4.
Exports and Imports

.
4.1    Exports and Imports – 4th Quarter 2012 
4.1.1
Exports
Provisional figures show that EOE exports during the 4th quarter of 2012 amounted to 
Rs. 12,172 million, that is Rs. 640 million or 5.5% higher compared to the previous quarter of 2012.

This was mainly the result of increases in exports of:-

· “Pearl, precious & semi-precious stones” (+Rs. 250 million or +50.0%);
· “Fish & fish preparations” (+Rs. 182 million or +7.1%);
· “Textile yarn, fabrics and made up articles” (+Rs. 143 million or +27.7%); and
· “Live animals other than fish” (+Rs. 113 million or +120.2%);
  partly offset by decreases in exports of:-

· “Articles of apparel and clothing” (-Rs. 73 million or -1.2%);

· “Watches and clocks” (-Rs.60 million or -32.8%); and
· “Medicaments (including veterinary medicaments)” (-Rs. 33 million or -50.8%).
Compared to the corresponding quarter of 2011, exports increased by 11.0% or
 Rs.1,211 million.

Other details of EOE exports by country of destination are given in Table 1.15.

The United Kingdom (UK), Republic of South Africa and France are the principal EOE markets, together accounting for Rs. 6,582 million or around 54% of total exports. The United States of America, the Republic of Malagasy, Italy, Spain and Belgium are among the other main destinations of our EOE exports.
Compared to the previous quarter, exports to these main markets registered the following changes:-

Exports went up for:

· United Kingdom by Rs. 532 million (+22.0%); and

· Italy by Rs. 239 million (+93.7%).

Exports went down for:

· Spain by Rs. 533 million (-53.8%); and

· U.S.A by Rs. 175 million (-10.0%).

Further details are given in Table 1.15.
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4.1.2 Imports

EOE imports for the 4th quarter of 2012 were estimated at Rs. 8,032 million. This represents an increase of Rs.1,826 million (+29.4%) over the previous quarter, mainly as a result of higher imports of:
(i) raw materials - (+30.5%); and

(ii) machinery and equipment - (+9.9%).
Compared to the fourth quarter of 2011, imports increased by 0.9% or Rs. 70 million. 

Further details are given in Tables 1.12 and 1.14.

4.1.3
Balance of Visible Trade

Net exports, i.e. exports minus imports, amounted to Rs. 4,140 million in the 4th quarter of 2012 and its ratio to total exports works out to around 34% compared to 27% in the corresponding quarter of 2011 (Table 1.12).
4.2
Exports and Imports, Year 2011 and  2012

4.2.1
Exports
EOE exports in 2012 amounted to Rs. 46,203 million, that is Rs. 3,103 million or (+7.2%) higher compared to year 2011 (Table 1.13).

4.2.2
Imports
EOE imports in 2012 amounted to Rs. 26,630 million, Rs. 395 million or 1.5% lower compared to the corresponding period of 2011 (Table1.14). This decrease is mainly due to a decrease in imports of raw materials (-2.3%), partly offset by a rise in machinery and equipment (+19.1%).

4.2.3
Balance of Visible Trade
Net exports, i.e. exports minus imports, amounted to Rs. 19,573 million for the year of 2012  and its ratio to total exports was 42% compared to 37% in the year of 2011 (Table 1.12).
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It is to be noted that the above external trade figures do not include transactions of the EOE with the Freeport. EOE sales to the Freeport are considered as local sales and were valued at Rs. 486 million in 2012 compared to Rs. 465 million in 2011. These sales are included in exports of Freeport, as and when the goods leave the country.

















EOE consist of enterprises formerly holding an EPZ certificate as well as enterprises manufacturing goods for export and holding a registration certificate issued by the Board of Investment.





Statistics on imports and exports are compiled from declarations lodged at Customs by importers and exporters. Some of these declarations are, at times, revised at a later period and corrections made accordingly on the computerised database of the Mauritius Revenue Authority (MRA) - Customs Department. Thus, while figures for 2011 are final, those for the year 2012 are subject to revision as and when the MRA - Customs Department submits latest amendments to Statistics Mauritius.
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