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 AGRICULTURAL AND FISH PRODUCTION

 Year 2012
Introduction

This issue of the Economic and Social Indicators presents data on agricultural and fish production for the Island of Mauritius for the year 2012, as well as revised figures for year 2011.  Table 1 shows area harvested and production in respect of the main agricultural crops while Table 2 shows production of the main agro-industrial products. Details on the sugar industry and food crops are given in Tables 3 and 6 respectively.

2. Sugar cane

The production of sugar cane went down by 6.7% from 4,230,174 tonnes in 2011 to 3,947,264 tonnes in 2012.  This is mostly explained by a reduction of 4.5% in the area harvested from 56,668 hectares in 2011 to 54,139 hectares in 2012. The average yield has decreased by 2.4%, from 74.7 tonnes per hectare in 2011 to 72.9 in 2012.
The production of sugar, consequently, went down by 6.0% from 435,310 tonnes in 2011 to 409,200 tonnes in 2012.  Compared to 10.30% in 2011, the average extraction rate was 10.38% in 2012, representing an increase of 0.8%.  
3. Tea

The area under tea plantation in 2012 was 669 hectares, representing an increase of 2.8% over the figure of 651 hectares in 2011. However, the production of green tea leaves went down by 11.4%: 7,948 tonnes in 2012 as compared to 8,975 tonnes in 2011. This is mainly due to unfavourable climatic conditions prevailing during the year.
Production of manufactured tea decreased by 11.8% from 1,787 tonnes in 2011 to 1,577 tonnes in 2012. Further details on tea production are given in Table 4.
4.  Tobacco

An area of 173 hectares under tobacco cultivation was harvested in 2012, that is, 22.1% lower than the 222 hectares harvested in the preceding year. Consequently, the production of tobacco leaves decreased by 29.0% from 345 tonnes in 2011 to 245 tonnes in 2012. This is explained by the fact that all flue-cured growers have stopped planting as from second season of the 2012/2013 crop given that growing of tobacco will cease in 2015. Only a few air-cured growers will continue to grow tobacco over the next two years.
5.  Food crops
Data on food crops (except paddy rice) production, are supplied by the Agricultural Research and Extension Unit (AREU). Figures are thereafter adjusted to take into account backyard production of banana, eddoes, manioc and sweet potato. Data on paddy rice was obtained from concerned establishment.
The production of foodcrops increased by 5.9% from 115,934 tonnes in 2011 to 122,719 tonnes in 2012, mainly explained by an increase of 10.9% in the area harvested from 7,484 hectares in 2011 to 8,303 hectares in 2012. The production of paddy rice went up by 163.0% from 316 tonnes in 2011 to 831 tonnes in 2012.

6.  Livestock

In 2012, the production of beef from slaughter of live cattle decreased by 2.7% to 1,968 tonnes from 2,023 tonnes in 2011. The production of beef from the slaughter of imported cattle went down by 4.3% from 1,887 tonnes in 2011 to 1,806 tonnes in 2012.  Local beef production (including live cattle from Rodrigues) increased by 19.1%, from 136 tonnes to 162 tonnes. This increase is mainly the result of different schemes put under the “Food Security Fund” of the Ministry of Agro Industry and Food Security.   Local beef production for 2012 accounted for 8.2% of the total as compared to 6.7 % in 2011.
The production of goat meat and mutton went down by 17.7% from 62 tonnes in 2011 to 51 tonnes in 2012. This is mainly explained by a decrease of 20.0% in the production of meat obtained from slaughter of local (including live goat and sheep from Rodrigues) from 50 tonnes in 2011 to 40 tonnes in 2012. The share of local production, inclusive of Rodrigues stood at 78.4 % as compared to 80.6% in 2011.

Production of pork went up by 0.5% from 650 tonnes in 2011 to 653 tonnes in 2012. 
7. Poultry

The production of poultry increased by 0.4% from 47,000 tonnes in 2011 to 47,200 tonnes 2012.
8. Fish

The production of fish went down by 25.6% to 4,125 tonnes in 2012 from 5,542 tonnes in 2011. This decrease was attributable to a drop of 35.0% in the production of other catch (tuna, bank etc) from 3,442 tonnes in 2011 to 2,237 tonnes in 2012 coupled with a decrease of 10.1% in the production of fresh coastal fish catch from 2,100 tonnes in 2011 to 1,888 tonnes in 2012.
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