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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL & TOURISM

 1st Quarter 2009

Introduction

This issue of the Economic and Social Indicators presents data on International Travel and Tourism and hotel statistics for the first quarter of 2009.

The figures on passenger traffic which have been estimated based on unclean data on international passenger traffic from the Passport and Immigration Office, and other sources are provisional and are therefore subject to revision in the next issue of the publication.  Also, separate data on departure of Mauritian residents by country of disembarkation are not presented in this issue as it has not been possible to work out reasonable estimates from the various sources.
 A brief on the compilation of these statistics is given at Annex I while Annex II contains a glossary of terms used.

2. Passenger Traffic

2.1 Total Passenger Traffic


Passenger traffic for the first quarter of 2009 totalled 610,400, made up of 292,400 arrivals and 318,000 departures. Compared to the same period of year 2008, these figures represent decreases of 13.9% in arrivals and 13.2% in departures. Movements by sea accounted for 8.1% of arrivals and 7.5% of departures. Further details on monthly figures are given in Table 1.

2.2 Excursionists

Total arrivals by air included 3,535 “excursionists”, i.e. visitors arriving and leaving on the same day. Total arrivals by sea included 23,774 "cruise excursionists” (15,612 passengers and 8,162 crews) on board 19 cruise ships, which visited our port during the first three months of 2009.

2.3 Tourist Arrivals


Tourist arrivals for the first quarter of 2009 reached 235,699. This represents a fall of 9.9% over the figure of 261,494 registered in the corresponding quarter of 2008. Figure 1 shows monthly tourist arrivals for January to March of 2008 and 2009.  Further details on tourist arrivals are given in Tables 2 to 5.
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Figure 1 -Monthly Tourist Arrivals, 

January -March of  2008 and 2009

2008 2009


Around 91% of the tourists came mainly for holidays while 1.3% were in transit and another 2.8% were on business/conference trips (Table 3).

Arrivals from Europe, which accounted for 70.1% of total tourist arrivals, decreased by 8.0% to reach 165,318 during the first quarter of 2009 against 179,654 in the corresponding quarter of 2008. Arrivals from France, our leading market representing 31.9% of total tourist arrivals and 45.5% of the European market, decreased by 2.2% to attain 75,225 during this quarter. As regards the other major generating countries of Europe, the following performance was recorded: Arrivals from the United Kingdom decreased by 6.2%, Italy by 14.5% and Germany by 15.2%. Among the remaining European countries, the following trend was observed: CIS (-0.8%), Spain (-1.4%), Netherlands (-1.8%), Switzerland (-13.4%), Austria (-14.5%), Belgium (-16.2%) and Sweden (-27.5%).
During the first quarter of 2009, arrivals from Africa, with a share of 20.8% of total tourist 
arrivals, decreased by 12.9% to 49,049. Arrivals from Reunion Island, the major market of the region remained at the same level as in the corresponding quarter of 2008 while those from Republic of South Africa fell by 26.2%. Changes in arrivals from other African countries were as follows: Kenya (-16.4%), Malagasy Republic (-31.1%), Seychelles (-35.0%), Zimbabwe (-40.1%) and  Comoros (-46.4%). 

For the period under review, tourist arrivals from the Asian market, which represented 5.6% of total tourist arrivals, fell by 20.8% to attain 13,200. Arrivals from India, our major source on this continent, went down by 32.4% to reach 6,941. The performance of other Asian countries was as follows: People’s Republic of China (+10.1%), Japan (-4.1%), Malaysia (-19.1%), Singapore         (-53.2%), United Arab Emirates (-67.5%) and Hong Kong (-87.1%). 

Arrivals from Oceania went down by 29.8% to 3,014 with a decrease of 31.9% from Australia and an increase of 4.9% from “Other Oceanian countries”. 

Arrivals from the continent of America decreased by 1.8% to reach 4,334, being the result of an increase of 21.1% from Canada and decreases of 7.4% from USA and 7.1% from “Other American countries”.

Tourist arrivals from top ten markets for the period January to March of 2008 and 2009 are given in Figure 2.
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3. Tourist Nights


Total tourist nights spent in the country during the first three months of 2009 is estimated at 2.3 million, representing a decrease of 10.8% over the same period of 2008 (Table 5). 
4. Hotel Statistics


At the end of March 2009, there was a total of 102 registered hotels in operation. Owing to renovation, four hotels were not operational. The total room capacity for these registered hotels was 11,444 with 23,148 bed places (Table 6). The room occupancy rate for all hotels, for the first quarter of 2009, averaged 63% while the bed occupancy rate was 56% (Table 7). 

“Large” hotels, i.e. well-established beach hotels with more than 80 rooms, numbered 47 (46% of all registered hotels). These hotels had a room capacity of 8,922 with 18,022 bed places, representing 78.0% of total room capacity and 77.9% of total bed places. The average room occupancy rate for these hotels for the first three months of 2009 was 63% while bed occupancy rate averaged 57% (Table 7).

5. Gross Tourism Receipts


Data from the Bank of Mauritius indicate that gross tourism receipts for the first quarter of 2009 amounted to Rs 10,265 million, i.e. a decline of 14.1% compared to Rs 11,951 million for the same period of 2008 (Table 5).

6. Employment


According to the Survey of Employment and Earnings, direct employment in hotels, restaurants and travel and tourism establishments employing 10 persons or more stood at 28,534 at the end of March 2008 that is 8.4% higher than the figure of 26,322 for March 2007. Of this number, 78.2% or 22,314 were engaged in hotels (Table 8).

7. Forecast Year 2009


Based on information gathered from the main stakeholders of the sector and a decrease of 9.9% observed in tourist arrivals during the first quarter of 2009, the forecast of tourist arrivals for the year is estimated to be around 835,000 (-10.3%).

According to the Bank of Mauritius tourism receipts for the year 2009 will be around        Rs 38,173 million (-7.4%) compared to Rs 41,213 million a year earlier.
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