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AGRICULTURAL AND FISH PRODUCTION

(January - June 2008)
1. Introduction

This issue of Economic and Social Indicators presents data on agricultural and fish production for the Island of Mauritius for the first six months of 2008, as well as revised figures for year 2007. Table 1 shows area harvested and production in respect of the main agricultural crops while Table 2 shows production of the main agro-industrial products. 

2.  Sugar cane

At the end of June 2008, around 2,390 hectares under sugar cane were harvested, yielding 175,275 tonnes of sugar cane and 15,289 tonnes of sugar. The corresponding figures for the same period in the year 2007 were 1,650 hectares, 110,492 tonnes of sugar cane and 9,670 tonnes of sugar respectively. The average extraction rate as at June 2008 was 8.72% compared to 8.75% a year ago. More details relative to sugar are given in Table 3. 

According to the Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture, production of sugar for the crop year 2008 will be around 460,000 tonnes.

3. Tea

At the end of June 2008, area under tea plantation was almost at the same level as in 2007: 709 hectares as compared to 707 hectares for the same period of 2007. 

Production of green tea leaves during the first semester of 2008 was around 4,901 tonnes, up by 11.2% when compared to the figure of 4,407 tonnes for the corresponding period of the preceding year. A breakdown of production by type of producer is given in Table 4.

Production of black tea went up by 9.0%, from 855 tonnes in the first semester of 2007 to 932 tonnes in the same period of 2008 (Table 2).

4. Tobacco

An area of 94 hectares under tobacco cultivation was harvested during the first six months of 2008, against 78 hectares for the corresponding period of 2007, that is, an increase of 20.5%. The production of tobacco leaves was higher by 5.0% from 101 tonnes to 106 tonnes.
5.  Food crops

Data on food crops production are supplied by the Agricultural Research and Extension Unit (AREU). These figures are thereafter adjusted to take into account backyard production of banana, eddoes, manioc and sweet potato.

Area harvested registered a decrease of 5.5% from 2,631 hectares in January-June 2007 to 2,487 hectares in the corresponding period of 2008. As a result, the production fell by 3.4% from 32,551 tonnes to 31,452 tonnes. 


6.  Livestock

During the first half of 2008, the production of beef from live cattle was 793 tonnes, which is 2.6% lower than the figure of 814 tonnes registered in the corresponding period of 2007. Beef production from the slaughter of imported cattle, accounting for 98.1% of the total production, increased by 0.9%, from 771 tonnes to 778 tonnes. Local production which accounts for only 1.9% of total beef production contracted by 65.1% from 43 tonnes to15 tonnes. 

The production of goat meat and mutton went down by 4.9% from 41 tonnes during the first semester of 2007 to 39 tonnes for the same period of 2008. The share of local production, inclusive of Rodrigues, stood at 32.6%.

The production of pork decreased significantly by 42.5% from 292 tonnes in the first semester of 2007 to 168 tonnes in the corresponding period of 2008.  This decrease was due to the “African swine fever” which affected pig population during last quarter of 2007.

7. Poultry

The production of poultry increased by 7.3%, from 19,200 tonnes in the first semester 2007 to 20,600 tonnes in the corresponding period of 2008.

8.  Fish

Total fish production increased by 6.6%, from 3,412 tonnes in first six months of 2007 to 3,636 tonnes in the same period of 2008.  This increase was attributable to a growth of 9.0% in the production of other catch (tuna, bank etc); whereas the production of fresh coastal fish catch stagnated at around 907 tonnes. 
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