AGRICULTURAL AND FISH PRODUCTION

 Year 2007

Introduction

This issue of the Economic and Social Indicator presents data on agricultural and fish production for the Island of Mauritius for the year 2007, as well as revised figures for year 2006.  Table 1 shows area harvested and production in respect of the main agricultural crops while Table 2 shows production of the main agro-industrial products. Details on the sugar industry and food crops are given in Tables 3 and 6 respectively.

It is to be noted that the production of sugar cane and food crops was affected by heavy rainfall at the beginning of the year and the passage of cyclone “Gamede” in February 2007.

2. Sugar cane

The production of sugar cane fell by 10.8% from 4,748,973 tonnes in 2006 to 4,235,849 tonnes in 2007. This was the result of unfavourable weather conditions coupled with a drop of 2.2% in area harvested, from 66,732 hectares to 65,259 hectares. The yield per hectare followed a downward trend as well. It declined by 8.8% from 71.16 tonnes in 2006 to 64.91 tonnes in 2007.





The average extraction rate was 10.31% as compared to 10.64% in 2006, representing a fall of 3.1%. The reduction in production of cane and in extraction rate has led to a decrease of 13.6% in the production of sugar: from 504,857 tonnes in 2006 to 435,972 tonnes in 2007.

3. Tea

The area under tea plantation in 2007 was 709 hectares, representing an increase of 3.1% over the figure of 688 hectares in 2006. The production of green tea leaves rose by 4.9%: 8,027 tonnes as compared to 7,649 tonnes in 2006.

Production of black tea edged 0.3% lower from 1,567 tonnes in 2006 to 1,563 tonnes in 2007.    Further details on tea are given in Table 4.

4.  Tobacco

An area of 259 hectares under tobacco cultivation was harvested in 2007, that is, 4.0% higher than the 249 hectares harvested in the preceding year. Consequently, the production of tobacco leaves increased by 8.1% from 298 tonnes in 2006 to 322 tonnes in 2007.

5.  Food crops

Data on food crops production are supplied by the Agricultural Research and Extension Unit (AREU). Figures are thereafter adjusted to take into account backyard production, namely banana, eddoes, manioc and sweet potato.

Area under food crops harvested registered a fall of 9.4% from 7,207 hectares in 2006 to 6,528 hectares in 2007.  Consequently production of food crops decreased by 11.3% from 106,902 tonnes in 2006 to 94,822 tonnes in 2007.

6.  Livestock

In 2007, the production of beef from live cattle decreased by 15.5% to 1,847 tonnes from 2,187 tonnes in 2006. The production of beef from the slaughter of imported cattle receded by 15.9% from 2,088 tonnes to 1,757 tonnes in 2007.  Local beef production (including live cattle from Rodrigues) fell by 9.1%, from 99 tonnes to 90 tonnes. Local production of beef for 2007 accounted for 4.9% of the total.

The production of goat meat and mutton went down by 24.2% from 99 tonnes in 2006 to 75 tonnes in 2007. The share of local production, inclusive of imports from Rodrigues, was 38.1%.

Production of pork decreased by 25.0% from 681 tonnes in 2006 to 511 tonnes in 2007. This decrease was mainly attributable to the spread of “African swine fever” during the last quarter of 2007.

7. Poultry

The production of poultry grew by 11.1% in 2007 to reach 40,000 tonnes compared to 36,000 tonnes in the previous year.

8. Fish

In 2007, fish production fell by 33.3% from 8,885 tonnes in 2006 to 5,926 tonnes. Fresh coastal fish catch and other catch (tuna, bank, etc) went down by 16.3% and 37.9% respectively. 
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