AGRICULTURAL AND FISH PRODUCTION

 Year 2005
Introduction

This issue of the Economic and Social Indicator presents data on agricultural and fish production for the Island of Mauritius for the year 2005, as well as revised figures for year 2004.  Table 1 shows area harvested and production in respect of the main agricultural crops while Table 2 shows production of the main agro-industrial products. Details on the sugar industry and food crops are given in Tables 3 and 6 respectively.

It is to be noted that the production of sugar cane, tea, food crops and tobacco was affected by the abnormal climatic conditions, more particularly the passage of cyclone Hennie in March 2005.




2. Sugar cane

The production of sugar cane fell from 5,280,370 tonnes in 2004 to 4,984,003 tonnes in 2005           (-5.6%). This was the result of unfavourable weather conditions coupled with a drop of 1.2% in area harvested, from 69,698 to 68,333 hectares. The yield per hectare followed a downward trend as well. It dropped by 4.4% from 75.76 tonnes in 2004 to 72.41 tonnes in 2005.





The average extraction rate was 10.44% as compared to 10.85% in 2004, representing a decline of 3.8%. The decrease in production of cane, coupled with a lower extraction rate, has led to a short fall of 9.2% in the production of sugar: from 572,316 tonnes in 2004 to 519,816 tonnes in 2005.

3. Tea

The area under tea plantation in 2005 was 670 hectares, representing a slight drop of 0.6% over the figure of  674 hectares in 2004. The production of green tea leaves fell by 6.0%: 6,798 tonnes as compared to 7,229 tonnes in 2004.

Production of black tea edged down by 6.4% from 1,482 tonnes in 2004 to 1,387 tonnes in 2005.    Further details on tea are given in Table 4.

4.  Tobacco

An area of 348 hectares under tobacco cultivation was harvested in 2005, which is 8.7% lower than the 381 hectares harvested in 2004. Consequently, the production of tobacco leaves dropped by 16.4% from 427 tonnes to 357 tonnes in 2005.

5.  Food crops

Data on food crops production are supplied by the Agricultural Research and Extension Unit (AREU). Figures are thereafter adjusted to take into account backyard production, namely banana, eddoes, manioc and sweet potato.

Area under food crops harvested registered a fall of 7.7% from 7,553 hectares in 2004 to 6,971 hectares in 2005, while production of food crops decreased by 10.7% from 111,633 tonnes to 99,738 tonnes.

6.  Livestock

The production of beef from live cattle decreased by 2.4% in 2005,  going down to 2,397 tonnes from 2,456 tonnes in 2004. The quantum of beef production from the slaughter of imported cattle remained almost the same whilst local beef production (including live cattle from Rodrigues) fell by 46.7%, from 137 tonnes to 73 tonnes. Local production of beef accounted for 3.0% of the total.

The production of goat meat and mutton moved up by 3.7% from 107 tonnes in 2004 to 111 tonnes in 2005. The share of local production, inclusive of imports from Rodrigues, was 23.7%.

Production of pork decreased by 4.6% from 743 tonnes in 2004 to 709 tonnes in 2005.

7. Poultry

The production of poultry went up by 1.9% in 2005 to reach  31,500 tonnes.

8. Fish

In 2005, fish production fell by 4.8% from 9,430 tonnes in 2004 to 8,982 tonnes. Fresh coastal fish catch and other catch (tuna, bank, etc)  went down by 4.8% and 4.7% respectively. 

Central Statistics Office

Ministry of Finance and Economic Development

March 2006





CONTACT PERSON


Mr. S. Haulcooree			 


Ag. Statistician (Agriculture Unit)


Central Statistics Office


5th Floor, LIC Centre


Port Louis


Tel. 213-3073


Fax. 211-4150/213-6535


Email: cso_agriculture @mail.gov.mu


						








