Business Activity Statistics, 1999

Introduction

Business Activity Statistics refers to all activities, the conduct of which requires that
the operator either obtains a licence from the Local Authorities (Municipalities and District
Councils) or a registration with a government department or authority. Excluded therefore
are all illegal activities carried out without a licence or registration.

it must also be pointed out that the statistics on business activity refer to the total
number of activities and not the total number of operation units or establishments. An
analysis of the data on licences and registrations as well as new issues and cancellations,
provides useful information on trends in business activities.

2. Concepts

An operator is required to obtain a licence from the Local Authorities for each type of
activity carried out at a single location. For example, a general retailer may hold three
licences: one for trading in foodstuffs, a second for sale of tobacco and a third for sale of
liquor. This operator will therefore be assigned three activities.

In some cases, an operator has obtained a licence from the Local Authority and is also
registered with a particular organisation, for example, EPZ and ESZ operators. In order to
avoid double counting, such activities have been excluded from licences and included in

registrations only. Licence statistics as obtained from the local authorities are given at Tables
1 and 2. The adjusted licence and registration data are given in Tables 3 to 5.

3. Data sources

The main data sources for the compilation of business activity statistics are:

- Municipalities and District Councils — Delivery of business
licences

- Ministry of Commerce and Industry - Issue of Export
Certificates to Enterprises (EPZ, ESZ )

- National Transport Authority - Issue of public transport
licences

- Ministry of Education - Registration of pre-primary and
other private schools

- Ministry of Social Security - Registration of employers

- Medical/Bar Council - Registration of medical practitioners
and lawyers



- Mauritius Freeport Authority — Registration of companies
operating in the Freeport

- Mauritius Offshore Business Activities Authority — Registration
of Offshore companies

4. Classification and presentation of data

Each activity has been assigned an activity code according to the National Standard
Industrial Classification of Economic Activities, NSIC, which is an adapted version of the
International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC), Revision 3, 1990. Details on level of
classification are given at Annex.

Tables 1 to 5.1 present summary tables by main section headings. Detailed data by
activity level (2-5 digit level) are given in Tables 5.2 to 5.7.

5. Analysis of data
5.1 Number of licences delivered, July 1998 to June 1999

During the year 1999, 4,957 new licences were issued by the Local Authorities of
which 3,169 for ‘Wholesale & Retail Trade’; 502 for ‘Other community, social & personal
services’; 470 for ‘Transport, storage & communications’; 323 for ‘Hotels & restaurants’ and
247 for ‘Manufacturing’. As for the same period, 1,299 licences were cancelled, the net
addition works out to 3,658.

The total number of licences as at June 1999 stood at 60,042 which represents an
increase of 6.5% over June 1998 (56,384).

5.2 Licences and registrations,1999

Licences and registrations together totalled 75,842 which compared to 71,702 in
1998, show a net addition of 4,140 or a rise of 5.8% over 1998. The number of business
activities which were licensed and registered in 1999, stood at 54,780 and 21,062
respectively. Corresponding figures for 1998 are 51,603 and 20,099.

Wholesale and retail trade with 40,163 activities or 53%, constituted the largest
percentage of total activities, followed by Transport, storage & communications with 13,902
or 18.3%. Hotel and restaurants, on the other hand with 6,529, accounted for 8.6% and
Manufacturing with 4,659 for 6.1%. ‘Real estate, renting and business activities’ and ‘Other
community, social and personal services’ had more or less equal share, each around 3.7%.

Compared to the previous year, the activity which registered the highest percentage
rise was ‘Other community, social and personal services’, +17.2% followed by ‘Wholesale &
retail trade’, + 6.5%. More details are given in Table 4.



5.3 Distribution by district

The distribution of activities by geographical district and rural/urban region is given at
Table 5.1.

In 1999, there were 38,485 activities licensed or registered in the rural districts as
compared to 37,353 in the urban ones. Analysis of the data at section level reveals a
predominance of mining, quarrying, hotels and restaurants activities in the rural areas as such
activities are mainly carried out in the coastal regions. Passenger transport and some personal
services which could be associated with hotels followed the same trend.

The table below shows comparative figures for rural and urban regions in respect of
industry groups mentioned above.

Rural Urban

Mining & quarrying 192 1
Hotels & restaurants 4581 1948
Transpor.t, stprage and 7595 6307
communications

Other community, social 1773 1176

and personal services

Central Statistical Office

Ministry of Economic Development, Productivity and Regional Development
Port-Louis

Mauritius

July 2000
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Annex

National Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities (NSIC)

Explanation

Each type of activity has been classified according to the National Standard
classification of Economic Activities, NSIC, which is an adapted version of the International
Standard Classification (ISIC) Revisions of 1990.

Structure and coding system of the NSIC:-

The NSIC consists of 5 levels of classification namely:

Level 1:

Level 2:

Level 3:

Level 4:

Level 5:

Section (17 Sections) identified by one of the letters A to Q.
Division (56 divisions) identified by the first 2 digits

Group (151 groups) identified by the first 3 digits

Classes (304 classes) identified by the first 4 digits

Sub class (510 sub classes) identified by the 5 digits

There are 17 sections which are as follows:

= T O w »

ey

Agriculture, Hunting and Forestry 01 and 02
Fishing 0s
Mining and Quarrying 10 to 14
Manufacturing 15 to 37
Electricity, Gas and Water supply 40 to 41
Construction 45

Wholesale and retail Trade, Repair of
Motor Vehicles, Motorcycles and

Personal and Household goods 50 to 52
Hotels and Restaurants 55

Transport, Storage and Communications 60 to 64
Financial Intermediaton 65 to 67
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K Real Estate, Renting and Business
Activities
L Public Administration and Defence;

Compulsory Social Security

M Education
N Health and Social Work
o Other Community, Social And Personal
Service
P Private Households with Employed Persons
Q Extra-Territorial Organisations and Bodies

70 to 74

75

80

85

90 to 93

95

99

An example of the NSIC code for the “Manufacture of bread” is given below:

The code for Manufacture of Bread is 15411 where,

First 2 digits - 15 Indicate the Division - Manufacture of food products and
beverages.

First 3 digits - 154 - Indicate the Group - Manufacture of other food products.

First 4 digits - 1541 - Indicate the Class - Manufacture of bakery products.

The 5 digits - 15411 - Indicate the Sub-class - Manufacture of bread.



