Road Transport and Road Traffic Accident Statistics
Island of Mauritius

(January - June 1999)

1. Vehicles registered as at June 1999

The number of vehicles registered at the National Transport Authority (N.T.A)
as at the end of June 1999 was 227,700 (Table 1.1). Compared to 222,300 at the end of
December 1998, this shows a net increase of about 5,400 or 2.4 % during the first semester of
1999.

Table 1.2 on the composition of the fleet by type of vehicles shows that about
111,000 or 49 % were motorised two-wheelers (motor cycles and auto cycles), 82,700 or 36
9% were cars and dual purpose vehicles while the remaining 15 % comprised vans
(15,700),lorries (9,950),buses (2,350) and other vehicles (6,000). Figure 1.1 shows changes

in the stock and composition of registered vehicles since 1989.

2. Net addition between January and June 1999

Between January and June 1999, the fleet was strengthened with the
registration of some 7,700 vehicles, consisting of 5,200 new, 1,200 imported second-hand
and 1,300 re-registered. However, during the same period about 2,300 vehicles were put off
the road, which brought the net addition to 5,400 (Table 1.1).

Table 1.3 compares the situation in January-June 1999 with that in January-
June 1998.

3. Cars and dual purpose vehicles

The number of cars and dual purpose vehicles increased by about 2,100 or 2.6
% to reach 82,700 at the end of June 1999. During the first six months some 2,900 cars and
dual purpose vehicles (1,800 new, 700 imported second - hand vehicles and 400 re-registered)
were registered while around 800 were put off the road.

4, Road traffic accidents

During the period January to June 1999, 8,736 road accidents were reported at
police stations, showing an increase of 3.8 % over the corresponding period of 1998 (8,414)
(Table 2.1). A high proportion of the accidents, that is, some 98 % or 8,559 were cither
slight injury or non- injury accidents. The rate of accidents per 100,000 population has
increased from 1,512 to 1,623 and the rate per 1,000 registered motor vehicles rose from 80 to
83. More details about road accidents, vehicles involved and casualties are given in Tables
2.2 and 2.3.
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5. Vehicles involved in road accidents

There were 16,104 vehicles involved in the road accidents, 5.4 % higher than
in the corresponding period of the previous year when 15,280 vehicles were concerned.
Fasscnger cars including taxis comprised 8,757 or 54.4 9% of vehicles involved whilst goods
vehicles represented 23.7%, motot/ auto cycles, 13.1 % and buses, 6.8 %. (Table 2.3)

6. Casualties

The accidents that occurred during the first semester of 1999 resulted in 1,707
casualties. This figure reveals a decline of around 7 % over the corresponding semester of
1998 when the number of casualties was 1,828.

Of the 1,707 casualties, 86 were fatal, 107 seriously injured and the remaining
1,514 were slightly injured. Although a decline was noted in the total number of casualties,
{he number of fatal cases, in fact, has moved up from 72 in 1998 to 86 in 1999, pointing to an
increase of about 19 %. (Table 2.1)

As shown at Table 2.4, pedestrians and riders of motor/auto cycles were the
most vulncrable class of road users, each class accounting for around 30 % of total casualties,
followed by passengers, 22.6 %. The percentage distribution by category of road users was
almost the same as that of the corresponding period of 1998.

7. Hit and run cases

The number of hit and run cases recorded at police stations during the first
samester of 1999 stood at 152 compared to 117 for the same period of 1998. Of the 152 cases,
128 were accidents involving vehicles only and the remaining 24, vehicles against
pedestrians. (Table 2.5)

Central Statistical Office

Ministry of Economic Development, Productivity and Regional Development
Port Louis

September, 1999



Definitions and General Notes

A. Vehicle Statistics

Data refer to all vehicles registered at the National Transport Authority. Pedal cycles
are therefore excluded. The classification of vehicles used in this report follows the
definition given in Section 4 of the Road Traffic Act of 1962.

Vehicles include:

(a)

(b)

motor vehicles, that is, power-driven vehicles normally used for carrying
persons or goods by road or for drawing vehicles used for carrying persons Or
goods. Examples are car, dual purpose vehicle, heavy motor car, motor cycle,
lorry, van, bus, tractor, etc.and

non-motorised vehicles, for example trailer.

Definition of some types of vehicles according to the Road Traffic Act 1962.

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

Motor cycle

A motor cycle is a mechanically propelled vehicle, other than an autocycle or
a vehicle classified as an invalid carriage, with not more than four wheels and
whose unladen weight does not exceed 400 kilograms.

Autocycle

An autocycle is a two wheeled motor vehicle, with or without pedals, whose
engine capacity does not exceed 50 cubic centimetres.

Heavy motor car

A heavy motor car is a vehicle of the bus type designed to carry passengers
but not for hire or reward.

Dual purpose vehicle

A dual purpose vehicle is essentially a car but it is 80 designed to be capable of
carrying a certain load of goods.



B. Road Traffic Accident Statistics

Accidents refer to all accidents as reported at police stations.

Casualties refer to the total number of fatalities and persons injured as a result of
road accident.

Fatality: Death occurring within seven days as a result of the accident.

Seriously injured: Fracture, concussion, internal crushing, severe cut and laceration,
severe general shock requiring medical treatment.

Slightly injured: Secondary injuries such as sprain, bruises and cuts not judged to be
severe.
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Table 2.1 - Comparison of road traffic accidents® Jan. - June 1998 and Jan. - June 1999

1998 1999 Change
Jan. - June  Jan. - June Number %
1. Road traffic accidents
Number of accidents 8,414 8,736 + 322 + 3.8
Fatal accident 65 82 +17 + 26.1
Serious injury accident 107 95 -12 -11.2
Slight injury accident 1,241 1,130 - 111 -89
Non injury accident 7,001 7,429 + 428 +6.1
Rate per 100,000 population 3 1,512 1,623 N.A? N.A?
Rate per 1,000 registered motor - vehicles * 80 83 N.A? N.A?
2. Motor- vehicles involved
Number of vehicles involved 15,084 15,901 + 817 +54
Rate per 1,000 registered motor - vehicles * 144 150 N.A? N.A?
3. Casualties
Total number of casualties 1,828 1,707 -121 - 6.6
Fatal 72 86 + 14 +19.4
Seriously injured 129 107 -22 -17.1
Slightly injured 1,627 1,514 -113 -6.9

1 Exclude number of accidents involving bicycles only

2N.A : Not applicable
3 Based on previous twelve months figures
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Table 2.4 - Casualties by class of road users, January 1998 - June 1999 2’
\ Class of 1998 1999
|
; road users Jan. - June Jul. - Dec. Jan. - June
Number % Number % Number %
Pedestrian 559 30.6 563 28.2 512 30.0
Passenger 391 21.4 492 24.6 386 22,6
Driver 179 9.8 204 10.2 147 8.6
Rider (auto / motor cycle) 544 29.8 579 29.0 521 30.5
Pedal cyclist 155 8.5 162 8.1 141 8.3
All road users 1,828 100.0 2,000 100.0 1,707 100.0

Table 2.5 - Total road accidents involving hit and run cases, January 1998 - June 1999

Period 1998 1999
Accident Jan. - June Jul, - Dec. Jan. - June
Number % Number % Number %
Vehicles v/s pedestrian 16 13.7 19 14.6 24 15.8
Vehicles v/s vehicles 101 86.3 111 854 128 842
Total 117 100.0 130 100.0 152 100.0




