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Introduction

This issue of the "Economic and Social Indicators" presents the results of the
"Quarterly Survey of Employment" carried out at the end of March 1999. Figures are given
separately for the Export Processing Zone and Pioneer Status Enterprises. The latter are
"small and medium" enterprises engaged, mainly, in activities involving the application of high
technology. Provisional figures on EPZ imports and exports for the 1* quarter 1999 as well as
revised figures for the previous years are also given.

2. The Export Processing Zone (EPZ)

2.1  Number of enterprises

The number of EPZ enterprises at the end of the 1* quarter of 1999 stood at 500
compared to 495 at the end of the previous quarter and 485 a year ago.

During the 1st quarter, 7 enterprises closed down and 12 new enterprises started
operation resulting in a net gain of 5 enterprises. In "Wearing apparel”, the most important
group in the EPZ, only 2 closures were reported whilst 5 new units came into operation
bringing the number of enterprises to 244 compared to 241 at the end of the previous quarter.
The distribution of enterprises by product group is given in Table 1.6.

2.2 Employment evolution, 1st quarter 1999

At the end of March 1999, employment in the EPZ stood at 91,559, an increase of
1,443 over the previous quarter. The number of female employees went up by 923 from
60,983 to 61,906 whilst male employment rose by 520 to 29,653.

As shown in Table 1.5, during the 1* quarter of 1999, a total of 4,718 jobs were
created, of which 3,286 through expansion in 29 existing enterprises. The number of jobs
created by the 12 new enterprises was 1,432. On the other hand, 3,275 jobs were lost: 1,716
through reduction in 21 existing enterprises and 1,559 following the closure of 7 enterprises.

“Wearing apparel”, the product group with the highest employment witnessed an
increase of 1,487 bringing the number of employees to 77,357 at the end of the quarter.
Within the group, “Other garments” increased by 1,546 whilst employment in “Pullovers and
other knitted garments” declined by 59. Changes in employment in “Electronic watches and
clocks” and “Jewellery and related articles” are mainly due to change in the activity of an
enterprise with 259 workers. Detailed changes by product group are shown in Table 1.7.



Foreign workers, who numbered 11,959 at the beginning of the quarter, rose by 151 to
reach 12,110 at the end of March 1999. Among females, employment fell by 8 whilst among
males, there was an increase of 159. Table 1.4 shows expatriate employment by product group
and sex. It will be noted that the majority of foreign workers in the EPZ are employed in the
“Wearing apparel” sector.

2.3  Employment evolution, March 1998 - March 1999

Comparison of March 1998 and March 1999 figures shows a net gain of 15 in the
number of enterprises and 5,490 in the EPZ workforce.

Employment in "Wearing apparel” rose by nearly 8% or 5,613. Within the group
employment in “Other garments” rose by 5,688 whilst, in “Pullovers”, employment fell by 75.
“Electronic watches and clocks” and enterprises in the “Other” category rose by 374 and 315
respectively. Groups which witnessed moderate decreases were “Textile yarn and fabrics” (-
375), “Jewellery and related articles” (-290) and “Leather products and footwear” (-216).
Details of changes in employment by product group are given in Table 1.7.

2.4  Imports and exports, 1* quarter 1999

Provisional figures show that EPZ exports, for the 1% quarter of 1999, reached Rs.
5,888 million against Rs. 7,652 million for the previous quarter. Compared to the same
quarter of last year exports increased by 17%. This nominal increase reflects a 5% increase in
prices and 11% in volume.

Exports of manufactured articles of apparel and clothing, which represent nearly 80%
of EPZ exports, went up by over 20% from Rs. 3,845 million in the 1* quarter 1998 to Rs.
4,637 million in 1999.

An analysis by country of destination (Table 1.12) shows that 66% of the exports for
the 1* quarter were directed to countries of the European Union. Exports to U.S.A increased
substantially by nearly 37% (Rs. 1,383 million against Rs. 1,010 million) whilst there was an
increase of 14% (+ Rs. 462 million) in exports towards the European Union.

During the same period, imports remained at almost the same level of around Rs.

3,700 million. Raw materials accounted for Rs. 3,283 million (-1%) whilst imports of
machinery and equipment increased by 9% from Rs. 392 million to Rs. 428 million.

3. The Pioneer Status Enterprises (PSE)

3.1 Number of enterprises

During the 1st quarter 1999, 4 new enterprises started operation bringing the total
number of PSE enterprises to 199. Among these enterprises 72 were "large", that is, those
operating with 10 or more workers. The activities in which the enterprises are engaged in are



given in Table 2.2. The highest number of enterprises was in “Informatics”: 40 compared to 31
a year ago.

3.2 Employment

The total workforce in the PSE sector at the end of March 1999 was 2,467 (1,717
males and 750 females), 14 less than in the previous quarter (Table 2.1).

During the Ist quarter 1999, a total of 126 jobs were created: 13 by the 4 new
enterprises and 113 following expansion in 34 existing enterprises. On the other hand, 32
enterprises reported a reduction of 140 (Table 2.4).

The number of expatriates employed as at the end of the 1" quarter 1999 stood at 104
(92 males and 12 females).

Central Statistical Office

Ministry of Economic Development, Productivity and Regional Development
Port Louis

July 1999
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Table 1.6: - Net change in number of EPZ enterprises by product group, March 1998 - March 1999

No. of enterprises Net change
Product group Mar.98 | Dec.98 | Mar.99 | Istquarter |Mar. 98- Mar 99

1. Food 12 12 11 -1 -1
2. Flowers 43 42 42 0 -1
3. Textile yam and fabrics 34 34 35 1 1
4. Wearing apparel : 234 241 244 3 10

Pullovers (29) (30) (30) ()] 1)

Other garments (205) @in 214) 3) 9

5. Leather products and footwear 10 8 8 0 -2
6. Wood and paper products 30 33 33 0 3
7. Optical goods 6 6 6 0 0
8. Electronic watches and clocks 3 4 5 1 2
9. Electric and electronic products 10 10 10 0 0
10. Jewellery and related articles 21 22 21 -1 0
11. Toys and camnival articles 7 7 7 0 0
12. Other 75 76 78 2 3
TOTAL 485 495 500 5 15

Table 1.7:- Net change in EPZ employment by product group, March 1998 - March 1999
Employment Net change
Product group Mar. 98 | Dec.98 | Mar.99 | istquarter |Mar. 98 - Mar. 99

1. Food 1,539 1,500 1,559 59 20
2. Flowers 547 537 542 5 -5
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 4,209 3,770 3,834 64 -375
4. Wearing apparel : 71,744 75,870 77,357 1,487 5,613
Pullovers (18,858) (18,842) (18,783) (-59) -75)

Other garments (52,886) (57,028) (58,574) (1,546) (5,688)

5. Leather products and footwear 1,169 968 953 -15 216
6. Wood and paper products 636 797 760 -37 124
7. Optical goods 482 493 477 -16 -5
8. Electronic watches and clocks 395 506 769 263 374
9. Electric and electronic products 582 550 591 1 9
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,581 1,574 1,291 -283 -290
11. Toys and camival articles 1,131 1,123 1,057 -66 -74
12. Other 2,054 2,388 2,369 -19 315
TOTAL 86,069 90,116 91,559 1,443 5,490
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Table 2.4: - Net change in number of enterprises by product group: March 98 - March 99,
Pioneer Status Enterprises

i No. of enterprises Net change
Product group March 98 |December 98} March 99 1st quarter Year
1. Watches and clocks 2 1 1 0 -1
2. Informatics 31 39 40 1 9
i 3. Electric and electronic products 29 31 31 0 2
Lo 4. Light engineering 26 29 31 2 5
5. Support to jewellery 4 4 4 0 0
) 6. Support to printing and publishing 10 16 16 0 6
7. Other support services 24 32 33 1 9
\ 8. Plastic and rubber products 19 22 22 ] 3
| 9. Other 19 21 21 0 2
TOTAL 164 195 199 4 35
Table 2.5:- Net change in employment by product group: March 98 - March 99,
Pioneer Status Enterprises
|| Employment Net change
Product group Il March 98 |December 98 March 99 1st quarter Year
1. Watches and clocks 235 196 183 - 13 -52
2. Informatics 702 470 476 6 - 226
3. Electric and electronic products 258 349 351 2 93
4. Light engineering 273 358 341 -17 68
5. Support to jewellery 44 47 46 -1 2
) 6. Support to printing and publishing 198 247 243 -4 45
i 7. Other support services 185 262 260 -2 75
8. Plastic and rubber products 255 339 43 4 88
9. Other 154 213 224 11 70
TOTAL 2,304 2,481 2,467 -14 163




