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Business Activity Statistics, 1997
Introduction

Business activity statistics is a new series of statistics compiled mainly from
administrative data sources, namely licences and registrations. Presenily, data relate only to
non-agricultural activities carried out in the island of Mauritius and refer to June of respective
years.

Data series on licences and registrations for the years 1996 and 1997 are being
released for the first time through this issue of the Economic and Social Indicators. An analysis
of these data provides useful information on trends in business activities.

2. Concept and data sources

For each type of activity carried out at a single location, an operator must satisfy
at least one of the following requirements:

(a) Obtain a licence from the Local Authority (Municipality or District
Council)

(b)  Be registered with a Ministry/Department or Organisation such as

- Ministry of Commerce and Industry - Issue of Export
Enterprises (EPZ), Export Services Zone (ESZ) and Pioneer
Status Ceriificates

- National Transport Authority - Issue of public transport
licences ( taxi, bus, contract car etc)

- Ministry of Education - Registration of pre-primary and
other private schools

- Ministry of Social Security - Registration of employers
- Medical/Bar Council

However, there are cases where a business activity has obtained a licence from
the Local Authority and is also registered with a particular organisation. Examples are EPZ and
ESZ operators. In order to avoid double counting, such activities have been excluded from
licences and included in registrations.

An operator is required to obtain a licence from the Local Authorities for each
type of activity carried out at a single location. For example, a general retailer may hold three
licences: one for trading in foodstuffs, a second for sale of tobacco and a third for sale of
liquor. This operator will therefore be assigned three activities.

It is to be noted that business activity statistics refer to the total number of
activities and not to the total number of operators or units.



3. Scope and coverage

Data presented in this report, therefore, refer to all business activities which are
licensed and/or registered. Economic activities conducted without a licence or registration but
are commercialised (food preparation, tailoring/scamstress, furniture makers, etc.) are
excluded. Also not covered are all domestic services rendered to households by paid
employees (maids, gardeners, drivers, etc.)

4. Classification

Each activity has been assigned an activity code according to the National
Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities, NSIC, which is an adapted version of
the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC), Revision 3, 1990. Details on level of
classification are given at Annex.

5. Licences issued by Local Authorities

As shown in Table 1, during the year 1997, 4,316 new licences were issued and
1,518 were surrendered which brought the total number of licences delivered by Local
Authorities to 53,416. Compared to 50,618 in 1996, this represents an increase of 2,798 or
5.5%. The highest number of new licences (2,925) was issued in the Wholesale/Retail trade
while 903 were cancelled resulting in a net increase of 2,022.

6. Licences and registrations (Tables 2 to 4.7)

As explained at paragraph 2, some activities are both licensed and registered .To
avoid double counting such activities have been included under registrations only.  Figures
given in Tables 2 to 4.7 refer to the adjusted licence data.

7. Distribution by type of activity (Table 2)

In 1997, there were 68,421 different types of economic activities (non
agricultural) for which a licence or a registration was issued. Of these, 48,900 were classified
under licences and 19,521 under registrations. The largest number of activities was in the
Wholesale and retail trade (35,779) representing 52.3% of the total. Transport, Storage and
Communication, the second largest, comprised 13,087, or 19.1%. Hotels and restaurants with
6,156 accounted for 9% and Manufacturing with 4,061, or 5.9%. Details on other industry
groups are given at Table 2.



8. Net additions, 1997 (Table 3)

The comparison of 1997 figures with those of 1996 shows a net addition of
2,368 activities, representing an increase of 3.6%. With the exception of Transport, Storage &
Communication and Health and Social Work, all other industry groups recorded increases
ranging from 2% to 10%. The highest percentage increase was in Education, with a net
increase of 112, or 10.7%.

9. Distribution by district/local authority (Tables 4.1 to 4.7)

Business activities are more or less equally distributed between the urban and
rural districts. There were 33,927 activities in the urban areas and 34,494 in the rural districts.
The Plaines Wilhems district had the largest number (19,716) followed by Port Louis (14,211).
Moka/Flacq and Pamplemousses/Riviére du Rempart districts had both around 12,000 and
Grand Port/Savanne (7,991). The least number was in Black River (2,401).

Central Statistical Office
Ministry of Economic Development, Productivity and Regjonal Development
Port Louis

February 1999
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Annex

National Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities (NS1C)
Explanation

Each type of activity has been classificd according to the National Standard
classification of Economic Activitics, NSIC, which is an adapled version of the International
Standard Classification (ISIC) Revisions of 1990.

Structure and coding system of the NSIC:-

The NSIC consists of 5 levels of classification namely:

Level 1: Section (17 Sections) identified by one of the letters A to Q.
Level 2: Division (56 divisions) idcatificd by the first 2 digits

Level 3: Group (151 groups) identified by the first 3 digits

Level 4: Classes (304 classes) identified by the first 4 digits

level 5: Sub class (510 sub classes) identified by the 5 digits

There are 17 sections which are as follows:

A Agriculture, Ilunting and Forestry 01 and 02
B Fishing 05

C Mining and Quarrying 10 to 14
D Manufacturing 151037
E Electricity, Gas and Water supply 40 to 41
F Construction 45

G Wholesale and retail Trade, Repair of

Motor Vcehicles, Motorcycles and
Personal and Household goods 50 to 52



11

J

L

O

l)

Tlotels and Restaurants
Transport, Storage and Communications
I'inancial Intermediaton

Real Estate, Renting and Business
Activities

Public Administration and Defence;
Compulsory Social Security

Education
Health and Social Work

Other Community, Social And Personal
Service

Private ITouseholds with Employed Persons

Extra-Territorial Organisations and Bodies

55

60 to 64

65 to 67

70 to 74

75

80

85

90 to 93

95

99

An cxample of the NSIC code for the “Manufacture of bread” is given below:

The code for Manufacture of Bread is 15411 where,

First 2 digits - 15 Indicate the Division

First 3 digits - 154 - Indicate the Group

First 4 digits - 1541 - Indicate the Class

- Manufacture of food products and
beverages.

- Manufacture of other food producis.

- Manufacturc of bakery products.

The 5 digits - 15411 - Indicate the Sub-class - Manufacture of bread.



