International Travel & Tourism, 1997

1. Passenger Traffic

(i) Total
Total passenger traffic for the year 1997 amounted to 1,405,000, made up of
705,000 arrivals and 700,000 departures. Compared to last year these figures represent
increases of 10% in arrivals and 10% in departures. Movement by sea accounted for 3% of

both arrivals and departures.

Total arrivals included 8,610 “excursionists”, i.e. passengers arriving and leaving on
the same day. Of these excursionists, 2,940 (34%) came from Reunion Island and 1,270
(15%) from France. In addition, 18 cruise ships had visited our port, bringing in a total of

13,300 “cruise excursionists” (8,100 passengers and 5,200 crews).

(ii) Mauritian Residents

The number of Mauritians travelling abroad has increased by 9% from 120,400 in
1996 to 131,600 in 1997. Reunion Island remained their favourite destination with 39,000
departures followed by France with 19,700 departures. However, substantial growths were
noted on the following destinations : Seychelles(+81%), Canada(+63%) and Italy (+56%).

A more elaborate distribution is presented in table 2.

(iii) Tourist Arrivals

Tourist arrivals for the year 1997 reached 536,125 against 486,867 in 1996,
representing an increase of 10%. This increase was mainly due to growths from some major
generating countries like France, Italy and United Kingdom. The contribution of some small
generating markets, namely Australia, Sweden, Netherlands and Zimbabwe have also been

important.



For the year under review, 92% of the tourists came on holiday while 4% came for
business and 2% were in transit. On a comparative basis, the holiday segment rose by 10%
while business tourists increased by 8%. But the highest growth rate was noted for the

conference component (+46%) and sports (+48%). This is illustrated in table 4.

Arrivals from Europe has known a growth of 16% to reach 326,400 in 1997. The
traditional markets, with the exception of Germany, which registered a 3% decline, have
shown appreciable growths. France, our leading market representing 27% of total tourist
arrivals and 44% of European market, posted an increase of 11%. Tourist arrivals from
United Kingdom grew by 31% in 1997 to position itself as the second major generating
country on this continent but the highest growth {61%) was achieved by Italy. Growths in
some small generating countries were as follows: Sweden(+54%), CIS(+33%),

Netherlands(+32%) and Spain(+13%).

Tourist arrivals from Africa has known a marginal growth of 1% in 1997. This is
mainly due to lower growths from the major sources of this region. Arrivals from our leading
market of this continent, Reunion has been at the same level as last year with a figure of
82,600 while South Africa witnessed a slight growth of 2%. The performance of the other
African markets was as follows: Malagasy Republic (-11%), Seychelles (-4%) and Zimbabwe
(+25%).

The Asian market recorded a growth of 4% in 1997. India remains the major source
with an increase of 1% to reach 13,200. The highest growth (46%) was registered by
Malaysia. Performances of the other Asian countries were as follows: Singapore (+8%),

People’s Republic of China (+8%), Japan (-2%) and Hong Kong (-21%).

The Oceanian market maintained an upward trend with a growth of 22%. Arrivals

from Australia grew by 22% to reach 9,500 at end of year 1997.

Arrivals from the American market have increased by 29% influenced mostly by

growth from USA (22%) and Canada (12%).

For further details on tourist arrivals, refer to tables 5 & 6.
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2. Tourist Nights

The number of tourist nights spent in Mauritius in 1997 is estimated to be around
5,630,000, i.e. an increase of 14% over last year. The average length of stay of a tourist

worked out to be around 10.5 nights.

3. Hotel Statistics

The deregistration of two small hotels during the fourth quarter of 1997 brought the
number of registered hotels to 87 at the end of December, out of which 26 were considered
“Large”, i.e. well established beach hotels with more than 80 rooms. The total capacity for all
registered hotels was 6,800 rooms with 14,100 bedplace. For “Large” hotels the room
capacity was 4,600 with 9,400 bedplaces.

The overall room occupancy rates in 1997 was estimated to be around 72% for all
hotels and 78% for large hotels only. The corresponding bed occupancy rates were 64% and
70%.

Tables 7 to 10 give further details of hotel statistics.

4. Gross Tourism Receipts

Gross earnings from tourism for the year under review is estimated at 10,068 million
rupees, which is 11% higher than the figure of 9,048 million rupees registered for the year
1996. The average receipt per tourist was 18,800 rupees in 1997 compared to 18,600 rupees
in 1996.

5. Employment

At the end of March 1997, direct employment in tourist establishments employing 10
persons or more stood at 15,400 which is 7% higher than last year. Of this number, 69% or
10,600 were engaged in hotels. Table 11 shows the distribution of employment in tourism

sector.

Central Statistical Office

Ministry of Economic Development and Regional Cooperation
PORT LOUIS

March 1998
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Explanatory Notes

1. Tourist
A tourist is defined as a non-resident staying in the country for more than 24

hours but less than a year and is not involved in any gainful occupation during

his/her stay.

2. Transit

Transit passengers are those who stop over in the country for flight

connections to other destinations. There are two types of transit passengers:

Type I : Passengers who do not leave the transit area of the airport or
the port.

Type II: Passengers who leave the airport or port and stay in the country
for more than 24 hours for only flight connection purposes.

Only Type II transit passengers, as defined above, are included in the

definition of “Tourists”.

3. Excursionist or Same-day Visitor
An excursionist is a non-resident who stays in the country for less than 24
hours, other than those who do not leave the airport. It also includes

passengers as well as crews of cruise ship.

4. Tourist Nights
Tourist nights are the total number of nights spent in the country by tourists

during the period under review.

5. Large Hotels

Large hotels are well established beach hotels with more than 80 rooms.

6. CIS
CIS denotes the Commonwealth of Independent States which consists of the

states of the former Soviet Union.
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Table 1:- Passenger Traffic by month 1995 - 1997

Month 1995* 1996* 1997
Arrivais Departures| Arrivals Departures| Arrivals Departures
January 54,028 64,415 55,795 65,494 64,620 75,159
February 34,696 35,639 41,864 44 443 47,967 50,715
March 43,437 45,007 54,436 50,214 61,043 62,247
1st Quarter 132,161 145,061 152,095 160,151 173,630 188,121
April 42,384 42,890 52,946 57,841 52,463 52,592
May 41,144 42,209 47,902 47,232 52,191 51,419
June 32,986 33,131 39,253 39,899 45 240 44 457
2nd Quarter 116,514 118,230 140,101 144 972 149,894 148,468
1st Semester| 248,675 263,291 292,196 305,123 323,524 336,589
July 47,760 38,320 48,602 39,817 55,178 48,877
August 56,022 61,741 65,588 71,365 72,013 75,022
September 39,065 41,035 48,790 49,907 52,814 54,316
3rd Quarter 142,847 141,096 162,980 161,089 180,005 178,215
October 50,691 45,954 57,262 51,312 58,074 55,871
November 49,691 53,748 58,536 59,987 69,700 69,597
December 63,269 50,242 71,726 56,861 73,974 59,486
4th Quarter 163,651 149,944 187,524 168,160 201,748 184,954
2nd Semester 306,498 291,040 350,504 329,249 381,753 363,169
Whole Year 555,173 554,331’ 642,700 634,372 705,277 699,758

* - revised




Table 2 : - Departure of Mauritian Residents by country of disembarkation, 1996/97

Country of disembarkation 1996 1997 % Change
EUROPE 39,541 42,185 6.7
Belgium 638 763 19.6
France 18,240 19,672 7.9
Germany 1,557 1,396 -10.3
ltaly 2,014 3,149 56.4
Switzerland 1,681 1,681 0.0
United Kingdom 14,897 14,970 0.5
Other European 514 554 7.8
AFRICA 51,759 57,322

Kenya 1,439 1,742

Malagasy Republic 2,425 3,163

Reunion 36,127 38,941

Seychelles 975 1,764

S. Africa, Rep. of 9,615 10,501

Zimbabwe 929 1,084

Other African 249 127

ASIA 25,051 28,103

Hong Kong 3,039 2,984

India 11,141 12,987

Malaysia 812 671

Singapore 8,663 9,250

Saudi Arabia 1,295 1,785

Other Asian 101 426

OCEANIA 3,800 3,611

Australia 3,799 3,610

Other Oceanian 1 1

AMERICA 196 292

US.A 72 86

Canada 124 202

Other American 0 4

NOT STATED 68 97

ALL COUNTRIES 120,415 131,610




Table 3:- Selected tourism statistics, 1993 - 1997

Year Number as at end of period :r?':gi: Tourist nights reclic;:t’:s:’
Hotels Rooms Bedplaces (Number) (000) (Rs million)
1993 85 5,341 11,058 374,630 4,610 5,362
1994 90 5,888 12,187 400,526 4,359 6,415
1995 95 5977 12,359 422,483 4,435 7,472
1996 90 6,668 13,833 486,867 4,958 9.048
1997 87 6,781 14,106 536,125 5,630 * 10,068 *
1996 1st Qr. 95 6,357 13,133 115,349 1,174 2,318
2nd Qr. 91 6,407 13,308 103,046 1,050 1,932
1st Semester] 91 6.407 13,308 218,395 2,224 4,250
3rd Qr. 90 6,382 13,259 122,684 1,250 2,106
4th Qr. 90 6,668 13,833 145,788 1,484 2,692
2nd Semester| 90 6,668 13,833 268472 2,734 4798
1997 1stQr. 90 6,661 13,818 134,684 1,350 * 2,593 *
2nd Qr. 90 6,727 13,950 110,642 1,120 * 2017~
1st Semester] 90 6.727 13,950 245.326 2470 4610 *
3rd Qr. 89 6,705 13,890 134,443 1410 * 2,372 ¢
4th Qr. 87 6,781 14,106 156,356 1,750 * 3,086 *
2nd Semester| 87 6.781 14,106 290,799 3160~ 5,458 *
* Provisional 1/ Source: Bank of Mauritius

Table 4 :- Tourist arrivals by main purpose of visit, 1996/97

Purpose of visit 1996 1997 % Change
Holiday 450,936 494 563 9.7
Business 17,662 18,997 7.6
Transit 10,693 12,513 17.0
Conference 3,030 4,427 461
Sports 885 1,310 48.0
Other & Not Stated 3,661 4,315 17.9
Total 486,867 536,125 101




Table 5:- Tourist arrivals by month, 1995 - 1997

Month Number

1995 1996 1997

January 42,528 42,743 50,507
February 26,587 30,870 37,254
March 33,038 41,736 46,923
1st Quarter 102,153 115,349 134,684

April 34,428 38,759 38,683
May 30,607 36,303 39,794
June 23,177 27,984 32,165
2nd Quarter 88,212 103,046 110,642

1st Semester 190,365 218,395 245,326

July 33,833 35,656 39,716
August 42,985 50,347 55,033
September 28,928 36,681 39,694
3rd Quarter 105,746 122,684 134,443

October 40,620 45,930 45,302
November 39,437 46,130 55,424
December 46,295 53,728 55,630
4th Quarter 126,352 145,788 156,356

2nd Semester 232,098 268,472 290,799

Whole Year 422,463 486,867 536,125




23 AON flelg) deg . Bny | ne B unp . Aepy | Jdy | 1.y o4 uer
T 1T [ ] | T T T
| h |
| I | : _ 4 _ r 4 - - -1 00001
- — - | e m ] | —} 000°62
_ | |
T |
- !IJL ; — J | f | ! — il -—i - con'oe
ﬂ | | “
r N B = , |
im | B . B
| ! i -
: | ,.
] [ MM Er = — -} 060'0S
§.W.JL filtilt ..P._._m _
m 66l 96610
00008

16/9661 J2quaaq - Aienuer ‘sieAly JSUNOJ jo uonnqisig Ayuon - | peyn



90 oeL'y 285 ¥8e 9.¢ 14°14 6sy 18y VA4 4 ore 1204 1 2> 66¢C 11X 4 182'y ueduly Jaylo
6've 8bZ'y W9 8.¢€ ¥0¢ gle L0S 724 gee 6ct G.9 89s¢e ]2 88l cov'e amqequiz
g8l 6vC'1S vee's |evo'e |ezov |eco's |eos'e |izev |ue'e |ziee |eszy |ese's |gzo'z | se9t 19E'0S jo "day eowyy /S
Ge- G66'8 66’1 VLS Zv8 G.9 vLL') oLy €96 969 826 £6e 98¢ 68v G2E'6 sajilayohes
vo 829'c8 cve's | 066'L 1£9'2 ¥66'c | 9rE'sl | I¥G'S l0e'c |€69'2 829 |295'L |96L'T |66EVL |cleC8 uolunay
oL- 13 4] GZ6 498 0s8 £82 166 166 96 Ll6 [A*7A £8L L19 109 Lov'Ll "doy Asebejepy
L's 0€z's 62¢ 06 Sb 6. (44} $0i €8 89 1€l LEL 12*] 88 0Lt} . eAuay
802- 696 oSl 6. 9. 12°] €6 ¥3 i8 17 18 Z8 0L L8 €ee'l solowo)
S0 861L'v9lL | Z69'61 | 0LO'YL |E£S6‘8 izv'olL | ¥se'sz |Ziv'ZL |195'8 | 9s¥'El |¥s8'6 | ZLe'vL |lee'9 | ZTpl'6lL |SEv'e9l VOoludvY
1or L 899'6— | L20F | 2l6- | #E8 989.. 098G . 089 . |2BG. | 195 1€6  820'L | ¥66 196 ovL'o ueadoin3 Jayi0
2ze 1612 0¥ 5147 96 89 141 16 1414 (%4 %43 €Ll 14 18€ 129'1 SID
S0€ zeo'or IS’y | 2EE'v |¥S2's 0ce's | SSO'v | sel'e 9/9't |GI6'E |896'C 2SSt |€16°C 8rL'e LL2'SE wopBury payun
92 SoL'9lL $08°L 6S¥'c | ev0'e Sov'L G8s Lee't 0cL G66 910'} 6ve's oL’ vve'L | 269'G puepazimg
9€s 099'v (3 2°] 865 069 cie 1415 X074 Lt 49} 11€ 625 rAA4 VA 44 $£0'e uspamg
o€l see'e j21:14 oce S6€ 18€ G6S rA%4 S0¢ 18V Sl1 89¢ 13278 1592 y8t'e uleds
[AAS 8982 14 %4 882 0.€ 1414 A 41 69¢ £0¢C 2] ¥4 98¢ vic 71" L1} 0LL'e spuepayiaN
¥'L9 GGZ'GE 9eS't | vel'e Ig9L'e €8l'c |0eS'’e |S09'C 91’z | 162°L €06'c | v.9't L19°E vor'e | 8v8'lZ Aey
Lz €66'cY 9z6'c | 260's | zs6'e gev'e | eZev'e |evl'e | leg't oi8'c | 9sZ'e [LML'vy |Sev'E | TV Lze'sy Aueweg
Fi gll'svl | vI0'GL [6V8'61L (8Ll |vSL'8 |eZvl'LL | €68'6 91’8 | ¥EL'6 | 666°LL |¥L8'LL |2S0'CTL | LVS'ZL |262°0E) aoues
19 8 29’ 0LL 8v8 Lig 862 (444 8 1214 9G¥ 692 8€L 6.9 1LS 090'8 wnibjeg
0c LIE'8 686 156 899 a9 1 4°14 c0S 9%¢ 8. 6€9 137 o9vo'lL X:] 48 yar's eujsny
8'st 6Le'9z¢ | 196'LE | 286'LC |TIP'TE |616'¥Z |L98'sT |1ze'cz |zes'sl | €88’z |zvb'sz |Lze'8Z | 198'9Z |910'8C |L18°18Z 3doyn3a
161966} Jeaj 29Q AON 0 dag bny Ing unp Repy Jdy Jep ge4 uep Jeaj
abueyd % 1664 9661 83440 Aunod

1661/9661 ‘@ouapisay jo Aunod Aq sjeAusy Jsunoy - : 9 ajqel




e B e
v'ig o 0 S 14 v 9 € b v L v 8 £ 88¢ G3lvis
1ON ? ¥3H10
L2eL 896 6l 28 96 8el 96 801 8 9L 89 8z (1 8¢ oLy uedUBWY JAWO
gil 299't z6l 124" 2oL viL ecl L9l €L1 601 8€l x4} ™ oz1 18V} epeue)
612 6.8'C 8¢ €92 992 1174 Lze zee 161 o¥e vee 662 71} Ll 29e'e vsn
z62 60S'S szL 69¥ 414 sy oSy L6y 8I¥ £34 ocy 0sv LLe 6€c s9z'y VORIEWY
(57 9w 144 1 S ¥o L€ 174 o€ [+14 iz Ll 2 €€ T8¢ UBJUE30Q J9YI0
612 09t'6 L8 2L 0LL zL0'L | OEL 056 968 SG0'L | ivL 299 s 8ey 29L'L eyensny
k4 968'6 126 z9L sz8 1 B A -7 8.6 zee 080't | 29L 6.9 £85 (934 vhL's VINV3O0
v'El SLv'y Lz Lo€ €8¢ b€ oL¢ LSV 6EY L£2 FAs1 e 995 1ze ze8'c ueisy Jaylo
08 vop'e e 962 oLy e 9Lt L9¢ 1S¥ 20z 6Ll  1S€T  TZee  feve  {esi'e: asodebuig
'8 L'z 991 8.1 8€2 812 £EL 71} 6¥C (928 061 zLL 74} 96 £56°L euiyg jo "day 'd
€9y GL1'T 6€l 41" ¥0Z GEY z8 61 GLL e¥l 691 8T 102 SL 8v'L eishefepy
9l ori'e €12 99l 61 062 Zig ¥6lL 9ce 802 162 ore 91S 0z z6l'e ueder
(3 ozz'el |[2.0°L | S60'L | 1S0'F | okl |ov8 v00't |09’ |zes'L |988 889 Wwo'L | 6L SL0'€l elpy|
Tie 629'L 991 a8 86 6 0L1 ozL (¥4} 16 (F 4! L1 80¢ Ll 990'C Buoy BuoH
(a4 ¥60'0E  |See'’T [ 96L'T [ vpI'T | 19LT |€80'C [so0s'z |iv'e |ove'z |88LZ |1S0'T |v60't |98} |818'8Z VISV
16/9661 Jea) 23Q] AON 0 deg Bny ne unp Kepy iy ey qo4 uep lea)
abueys % 166} 9661 'sau jo Anunod

('P30)L661/9661

‘aduapisay J0 Anunoy Aq sjeAlly Jsunoj - : g sjqe)



puE|leziimg L]

-

00009

000'00}

ooo’ob L

f
* 16610 966101

1679661 Jaquieoaq - luenuep ‘sjoyiely ua)l doj wou sjeAly JSUNOY - Z Meys



Table 7:- Monthly room occupancy rates for all registered hotels, 1995- 1997

Month Occupancy rate (%)
1995 1996* 1997*

January 72 72 76
February 62 67 68
March 64 69 64
1st Quarter 66 69 69
April 61 71 69
May 64 61 65
June 59 50 53
2nd Quarter 61 61 62
~ 1st Semester 64 65 66
July 53 55 63
August 69 69 76
September 63 70 78
3rd Quarter 62 64 73
October 74 77 73
November 73 83 83
December 71 76 73
4th Quarter 3 9 76
2nd Semester 67 71 74
Whole Year 66 68 72

* Provisional



Table 8:- Monthly bed occupancy rates for all registered hotels, 1995 - 1997

Occupancy rate (%)

Month
1995 1996* 1997*

January 65 63 67
February 57 58 60
March 57 61 56
1st Quarter 60 61 61
April 54 62 60
May 55 54 56
June 52 43 46
2nd Quarter 54 53 54
1st Semester 57 57 58
July 48 48 56
August 64 60 67
September 57 60 68
3rd Quarter 57 56 64
October 68 69 64
November 68 73 73
December 62 66 64
4th Quarter 66 69 67
2nd Semester 61 62 65
Whole Year 59 60 64

* Provisional
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Table 9:-Monthly room occupancy rates for large hotels, 1995 - 1997

Occupancy rate (%)

Month

1995 1996* 1997*
January 78 80 85
February 72 77 84
March 71 76 78
1st Quarter 74 78 82
April 72 76 76
May 72 65 72
June 58 53 58
2nd Quarter 68 65 69
1st Semester 71 71 76
July 61 60 69
August 75 72 79
September 73 77 85
3rd Quarter 70 69 78
October 87 83 81
November 83 88 91
December 77 79 78
4th Quarter 83 83 84
2nd Semester 76 76 80
Whole Year 73 74 78

* Provisional




Table 10 :- Monthly bed occupancy rates for large hotels, 1995 - 1997

Bed occupancy rate (%)

Month
1995 ] 1996 1997*

January 72 71 75
February 67 68 74
March 65 67 69
1st Quarter 68 69 73
April 66 67 67
May 64 57 63
June 51 47 52
2nd Quarter 61 57 61
1st Semester 64 63 67
July 57 53 62
August 71 63 70
September 67 68 75
3rd Quarter 65 61 69
October 80 76 72
November 80 79 81
December 69 70 69
4th Quarter 7 74 74
2nd Semester 71 67 72
Whole Year 67 65 70

* Provisional
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