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The Export Processing Zone and Pioneer Status Enterprises,

3rd Quarter 1996

Introduction

This issue of the "Economic Indicators" presents the results of the "Quarterly Survey
of Employment" carried out at the end of September 1996. Figures are given separately for
the Export Processing Zone and Pioneer Status Enterprises. The latter are enterprises
engaged mainly in activities involving high technology and providing support services to
industries. The report also includes provisional figures of EPZ imports and exports for the
3rd quarter 1996 as well as revised figures for previous years.

I. The Export Processing Zone (EPZ)
(i) Number of enterprises

At the end of the 3rd quarter 1996, there was a total of 477
enterprises in the EPZ, a net gain of 2 enterprises over the previous
quarter.

During the 3rd quarter, 13 enterprises closed down and 15
new enterprises started operation. In "Wearing apparel", the most
important group in the EPZ, 6 closures were reported and 9 new
enterprises came into operation bringing the number to 237
compared to 234 at the end of the 2nd quarter. Changes in the
number of enterprises by product group is given in Table 1.5.

It should be noted that of the 477 enterprises, 432 were
single-establishment enterprises and 45 were muiti-establishment
enterprises (i.e, with branches). The total number of establishments
enumerated at the end of the 3rd quarter 1996 stood at 636.

(ii) Employment evolution, 3rd quarter 1996

Employment in the EPZ stood at 79,447 representing a slight
increase of 178 when compared to the 2nd quarter of 1996. The
number of male employees increased by 660 from 23,596 to 24,256
buts,so? 9t‘ll‘|e other hand, female employment fell by 482 from 55,673
to 55,191.

An analysis by product group shows an increase of 442 in
“Wearing apparel”. Moderate decreases of 204 and 155 were
ncied in “ Textiies yarn and fabrics” and “ Leather products and
foctwear” respcctively. Details of net change in employment by
product group are shown in Table 1.6.

During the 3rd quarter, a total of 3,130 jobs were created of
which €37 by 15 new enterprises. On the other hand, 2,952 jobs
VI 35 lcst, 1,075 of which following the closure of 13 enterprises
{Table 1.4).



(iii)

(iv)

ii

The number of outworkers stood at 899, i.e, an increase of
211 over the previous quarter. Foreign workers, who numbered
6,119 at the beginning of the quarter, increased by 148 to reach
?'2671 a)t the end of September 1996 (2,068 males and 4,199
emales).

Employment evolution, September 1995 - September 1996

During the one-year period ending September 1996
employment fell by 1,251. This decrease was the net result of a
drop of 1,822 in the number of female workers and an increase of
571 among male workers.

In the "Wearin aspparel“ sector, emplo%ment went down by
938 from 66,394 to 65,456. Within this group there was a decrease
of 1,309 in * Pullovers” but an increase of 371 in “ Other garments” .
Moderate decreases were also registered in the following sectors:
"Leather products and footwear" (-210), “ Optical goods” (-127) and
"Food" (-121). The other sectors witnessed minor changes as
shown in Table 1.6.

Exports and Imports

EPZ Exports, for the 3rd quarter of 1996, reached Rs 5,678
million against Rs 5,445 million for the previous quarter. The total
for the first three quarters of 1996 works out to Rs 15,333 million
and represents an increase of 15.4% when compared to the
corresponding period in 1995. The nominal increase is explained by
an 8% increase in volume and another 7% in price.

Imports for the first nine months of 1996, reached Rs 9,155
million compared to Rs 8,045 million (+13.8%) for the same period
last year. Raw materials accounted for Rs 8,289 million whilst
imports of machinery and equipment represent an increase of nearly
19% (Rs 866 million against Rs 730 million)

Net exports, i.e., exports minus imports, totalled Rs 6,178
million and its ratio to exports works out to 40% for the three
quarters of 1996 (Table 1.8).

On the basis of available figures for the three quarters of
1996 and taking into consideration past trends, total exports for the
year 1996 may well reach Rs 21,000 million.

. The Pioneer Status Enterprises (PSE)

(i)

Number of enterprises

Seven new enterprises of which 4 engaged in the group
“ Informatics” started operation during the 3rd quarter of 1996,
bringing the total to 124 at the end of the quarter. Compared to the
same quarter a year ago this represents an increase of 28
enterprises . The activities in which the enterprises are engaged are
given in Table 2.2



ii

(ii) Employment

The total workforce in the PSE sector at the end of the 3rd
quarter 1996 was 1,892 (1,111 males and 781 females), an increase
of 54 over the previous quarter. The "large" enterprises employed
1,581 compared to 1,531 at the end of June 1996 (Table 2.1).

During the 3rd quarter 1996, a total of 141 jobs were created:
35 by the 7 new enterprises and 106 following expansion in 31
existing enterprises. On the other hand, 21 enterprises reported a
total reduction of 87 in their workforce (Table 2.3).

When compared to the 3rd quarter of 1995, employment in
the PSE increased by 574 of whom 418 in the group “ Informatics” .
Details of other changes in employment by product group is given in
Table 2.5.

The number of expatriates employed as at end of the 3rd
quarter 1996 stood at 58 (50 males and 8 females).

Central Statistical Office
Ministry of Economic Planning and Development

PORT Louis

January 1997
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Table 1.5: - Net change in number of enterprises by product group: Sept.1995 - Sept.1996, EPZ Sector

No. of enterprises

Net change from

Product group Sept. 95 June 96 Sept. 96 | June 96 to Sept. 96 | Sept.95 to Sept. 96
1. Food 12 12 11 -1 -1
2. Flowers 48 48 48 0 0
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 32 33 31 -2 -1
4, Wearing apparel : 242 234 237 3 -5
Pullovers (32) 32) 33) 1 1
Other garments (210) (202) (204) 2 -6
5. Leather products and footwear 8 9 9 0 1
6. Wood and paper products 26 27 29 2 3
7. Optical goods 6 5 5 0 -1
8. Electronic watches and clocks 3 3 0 0
9. Electric and electronic products 9 9 9 0
10. Jewellery and related articles 19 19 17 2 -2
11. Toys and carnival articles 8 8 8 0 0
12. Other 64 68 70 6
TOTAL 477 475 477 2 0

Table 1.6:- Net change in employment by product group: Sept.1995 - Sept.1996, EPZ Sector

Employment Net change from

Product group Sept. 95 June 96 Sept. 96 | June 96 to Sept. 96 |Sept. 95 to Sept. 96
1. Food 1,718 1,574 1,597 23 -121
2. Flowers 602 610 596 -14 6
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,813 3,934 3,730 -204 -83
4. Wearing apparel : 66,394 65,014 65,456 442 -938
Pullovers (19,908) | (18,560) (18,599) 39 -1,309
Other garments (46,486) | (46,454) (46,857) 403 371
5. Leather products and footwear 1,558 1,503 1,348 -155 =210
6. Wood and paper products 600 521 585 64 -15
7. Optical goods 597 508 470 -38 -127
8. Electronic watches and clocks 527 612 575 -37 48
9. Electric and electronic products 470 507 543 36 73
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,324 1,395 1,373 <22 49
11. Toys and carnival articles 1,151 1,115 1,141 26 -10
12. Other 1,944 1,976 2,033 57 89
TOTAL 80,698 79,269 79,447 178 -1,251
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Table 2.4:- Net change in number of enterprises by product group: Sept. 1995 - Sept. 1996,
Pioneer Status Enterprises

No. of enterprises Net change from
Product group Sept. 95 June 96 Sept. 96 | Sept. 95 to Sept.96 | June 96 to Sept. 96

1. Watches and clocks 2 2 2 0 0
2. Informatics 14 18 22 8 4
3. Electric and electronic products 24 29 29 5 0
4. Light engineering 17 16 17 0 1
5. Support to jewellery 4 4 4 0 0
6. Support to printing and publishing 7 9 10 3 1
7. Other support services 13 17 17 4 0
8. Plastic and rubber product 10 15 15 5 0
9. Other 5 7 8 3 1

TOTAL 96 117 124 28 7

Table 2.5:- Net change in employment by product group: Sept. 1995 - Sept. 1996,
Pioneer Status Enterprises

Employment Nect change from
Product group Sept. 95 | June 96 | Sept. 96 | Sept. 95 to Sept. 96 | June 96 to Sept. 96

1. Watches and clocks 238 206 188 -50 -18
2. Informatics 187 522 605 418 83
3. Electronic and electronic products 178 238 224 46 -14
4. Light engineering 237 243 230 -7 -13
5. Support to jewellery 40 41 39 -1 -2
6. Support to printing and publishing 86 178 194 108 16
7. Other support services 167 166 150 -17 -16
8. Plastic and rubber products 123 175 185 62 10
9. Other 62 69 77 15 8

vITAL 1,318 1,838 1,892 574 54




