A\bTa“j

REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS

Economic Indicators

An Occasional Paper
Issue No. 218 22 September, 1995

1. The Export Processing Zone and Pioneer
Status Enterprises, 2nd Quarter 1995

N

Road Transport and Accident Statistics
(January - June 1995)

Z CENTRAL STATISTICA }1
| OFFICE PORT-LOY ;5
lﬂeﬂd(‘lzgh_{p r"c_y‘l

f

N Seenont 7

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
PORT LOUIS
MAURITIUS

3



The Export Processing Zone and Pioneer Status Enterprises,
2nd Quarter 1995

Introduction

This report provides data on the Export Processing Zone for the 2nd Quarter of 1995. In
this issue is also published for the first time, data on Pioneer Status Enterprises. This sector
comprises "small and medium" enterprises engaged mainly on new technology as well as
support and service industries.

I The Export Processing Zone (EPZ)

(i) Number of enterprises

At the end of June 1995, 477 enterprises were in operation.
This figure shows a decline of 13 over that of March 1995 and is 32
lower than that of June 1994.

The reduction of 13 in the number of enterprises is the net
result of 16 closures and 3 new enterprises. Of the 16 enterprises
which ceased operation during the 2nd quarter of 1995, 9 were in the
"Wearing apparel” sector, the most important sector in the EPZ.

(ii) Employment evolution - 2nd quarter 1995

The number of persons employed as at June 1995 totalled
81,823 showing a decrease of 1,337 or 1.6% over that of March
1995. Between March and June 1995 the work force in the "wearing
apparel” sector alone went down by 1,360. Moderate decreases were
also noted in "Textile yarn and fabrics" (-121) and "Electronic
watches and clocks" (-87). On the other hand, moderate increases in
employment were registered in "Toys and carnival articles” (+112)
and "Optical goods" (+35). Details of net change in employment
are shown in Table 1.6.

The number of foreign workers employed in the EPZ
enterprises decreased by 243 from 5,985 (1,666 males and 4,319
females) to 5,742 (1,614 males and 4,128 females).

(iii) Employment evolution - June 1994 - June 1995

The number of enterprises decreased by 32 between June
1994 and June 1995 and the workforce decreased by 2,039 during the
same period.

In the "Wearing apparel” sector employment went down by
3,097 or 4.4% from 70,854 to 67,757. Moderate increases were
registered in the following sectors "Food" (+253), "Leather products
and footwear" (+273), "Jewellery and related articles" (+118),
"Toys and carnival articles” (+148) and "Optical goods" (+152).



(iv)

v)

(vi)

Exports and Imports, 2nd Quarter 1995

EPZ Exports totalled Rs 4,843 million showing a nominal
increase of 15.4% over the same quarter last year. This nominal
increase represents an increase of 9% in volume and 6% in price.
Imports have risen by 5.4% only from Rs 2,536 million in the 2nd
quarter of 1994 to Rs 2,676 million for the same period in 1995.

Net exports works out to Rs 2,167 million and represents
45% of EPZ exports, compared to 29% for the previous quarter and
40% for the corresponding period of 1994,

Exports and Imports - 1 mester 199.

Total EPZ exports for the first six months reached Rs 8,341
million compared to Rs 7,358 for the same period last year. The
13.4% nominal increase is explained by an increase of around 8% in
volume and 5% in price. Imports which attained Rs 5,158 million
were 6.8% higher than in 1994.

Forecast
On the basis of data available for the first six months and

foreseeable trends for the next six months, EPZ exports may well
reach Rs 18,500 million in 1995.

II.  The Pioneer Status Enterprises (PSE)

@

(i)

Number of enterprises

The PSE sector started in 1991 with only S enterprises and
has registered a steady expansion over the years with the result that
the number of enterprises at the end of 1992, 1993 and 1994 were
24, 45 and 72 respectively. The number of enterprises in June 1995
was 80 compared to 77 in March 1995. The activities in which the
PSE's are engaged are shown in Table 2.2.

Employment, 2nd Quarter 1995

The total workforce in the PSE sector at the end of June 1995
was 1,223, 5.5% above that of March 1995 (1,159). The average
number of workers per enterprise in June 1995 was 15.9. 46 of these
enterprises employed less than 10 persons with an average of 4.7
persons whilst 13 of them employed more than 25 persons with an
average of 60 persons per enterprise. In the remajning 21 enterprises
employment ranged between 10 and 24 with an average of 15.5
persons per enterprise.

The number of expatriates employed in June 1995 was 39 (36
males and 3 females) compared to 44 in March 1995 (41 males and 3
females).

Central Statistical Office
Ministry of Economic Planning and Development

PorT LOUIS

September 1995
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Table 1.5: - Net change in number of enterprises by product group,1994 - 1995, EPZ Sector

No. of enterprises Net change

Product group Jun-94 Mar. 95 Jun. 95 Jun.95-Mar.95 | Jun.95-Jun.94
1. Food 9 12 12 0 3
2. Flowers 50 49 48 -1 -2
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 32 33 33 0 1
4. Wearing apparel : 269 252 243 -9 -26
Pullovers (34) (3D (32 Q) (-2)
Other garments (235) (221) (211) (-10) (-24)
5. Leather products and footwear 9 8 8 0 -1
6. Wood and paper products 26 26 26 0 0
7. Optical goods A 6 0 0
8. Electronic watches and clocks 4 3 -1 -1
9. Electric and electronic products 10 9 9 0 -1
10. Jewellery and related articles 20 20 19 -1 -1
11. Toys and carnival articles 7 7 7 0 0
12. Other 67 64 63 -1 -4
TOTAL 509 490 477 -13 -32

Table 1.6:- Net change in employment by product group, 1994 - 1995, EPZ Sector

Employment Net change

Product group Jun. 94 Mar. 95 Jun. 95 Jun.95-Mar.95 | Jun.95-Jun.94
1. Food 1,456 1,705 1,709 4 253
2. Flowers 605 628 604 -24 -1
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,614 3,809 3,688 - 121 74
4. Wearing apparel : 70,854 69,117 67,757 - 1,360 -3,097
Puliovers {21,407) {20,453) (20,287 (-166) (-1,120)
Other garments (49,447) (48,664) 47,470) (-1,194) (-1,977)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,292 1,558 1,565 7 273
6. Wood and paper products 496 582 581 -1 85
7. Optical goods 443 560 595 35 152
8. Electronic watches and clocks 593 644 557 - 87 -36
9. Electric and electronic products 420 462 460 -2 40
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,228 1,319 1,346 27 118
11. Toys and carnival articles 950 986 1,098 112 148
12. Other 1,911 1,790 1,863 73 -48
TOTAL 83,862 83,160 81,823 - 1,337 - 2,039
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Table 2.4 : -Net change in number of enterprises by product group, 1995: Pioneer
Status Enterprises

No of enterprises Net change
Product group March 95 June 95 Jun.95 - Mar.95

1. Watches and clocks 2 2 0
2. Informatics 10 11 1
3. Electric and electronic products 16 17 1
4, Light engineering 16 15 -1
5. Support to jewellery 4 4 0
6. Support to printing and publishing 7 6 -1
7. Services 10 13 3
8. Plastic and rubber product 8 8 0
9. Other 4 4 0

TOTAL 77 80 3

Table 2.5 :- Net change in employment by product group, 1995 : Pioneer
Status Enterprises

Employment Net change
Product group March 95 June 95 Jun.95 - Mar.95

1. Watches and clocks 231 238 7
2. Informatics 167 172 5
3. Electronic and electronic products 117 157 40
4. Light engineering 228 209 - 19
5. Support to jewellery 39 40 1
6. Support to printing and publishing 74 76 2
7. Services 147 166 19
8. Plastic and rubber products 104 111 7
9. Other 52 54 2

TOTAL 1,159 1,223 64




