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Introduction

This publication consists of a set of estimates of labour force, employment and
unemployment for the Republic of Mauritius (including Rodrigues). All the data presented
here refer to the middle of the years mentioned.

Coverage

The population considered covers all resident Mauritians aged 12 years and above.
Hence, some 8000 foreigners working on contract in Mauritius have not been included.

Employment figures have been given for 'large’ and 'other than large' establishments
separately. 'Large’ establishments comprise sugar cane plantations of 10 hectares or more; tea
plantations of 2 hectares or more; all 'flue-cured' tobacco establishments; other agricultural and
non-agricultural establishments having 10 or more employees, as well as all central and local
government departments.

Sources of data

Estimates of labour force (which is the total of employed and unemployed
population) have been worked out using the 1990 Population Census data and current
estimates of population size by age group.

Unemployment estimates have been based on the number of registered unemployed
at the middle of each year as published by the Employment Service Division of the Ministry for
Civil Service Affairs and Employment.

Employment in large establishments is obtained from the annual Survey of
Employment and Earnings. Estimates of employment in establishments other than those
covered by the Survey of Employment and Earnings have been based on data from the 1990
Population Census, the 1992 Census of Economic Activities in small establishments as well as
information from various administrative records such as licences and permits.

Labour force

The labour force (or currently active population) has been estimated by applying
sex-age-specific activity rates to the population figures in the different age brackets. The age
specific activity rates for the years 1991 to 1994, which have been projected from the 1990
Population Census reported rates, are shown in table 1.

The total labour force, estimated at 503,100 for 1994, shows an increase of 13,400
(or 2.7%) from the estimated figure of 489,700 worked out for 1993. The increase among
females was larger than for males in both absolute and relative terms. In fact, the increase in
the number of economically active males was 5,900 or 2% more than in 1993 while the
corresponding increase in the number of active females was 7,500 or 4.5%.
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The increase in male labour force from 322,600 to 328,500 is due to changes in the
age structure of the population mainly, i.e in 1994 compared to 1993, there are more persons
in those age groups where activity rates are high. On the other hand, the increase in female
labour force, from 167,100 in 1993 to 174,600 in 1994, is mainly due to rising economic
activity among women.

Employment level

The total number of persons with jobs is estimated at 481,000 and 495,000 in 1993
and 1994 respectively, i.e. an increase of about 3%. After the drop of 3,300 (or -1.1%)
registered in 1993, employment level in 'large' establishments went up by 4500 (or 1.6%) in
1994. On the other hand, employment in 'other than large' establishments, derived by
subtracting figures for 'large' establishments from estimates of total employment, indicate a
faster rate of growth outside 'large' establishments. The rates worked out for 1993 and 1994
are 8 and 5 per cent respectively.

Employment by industry

The distribution of employees in the different industrial sectors has remained
almost unchanged between 1993 and 1994 except for small decreases of 0.7 and 0.5
percentage points in 'Manufacturing' and 'Agriculture and fishing' respectively, compensated by
increases of 0.8 and 0.4 percentage points in 'Wholesale, retail trade, restaurants and hotels'
and 'Community, social and personal services'.

In absolute terms, the two sectors registering important rises in employment
between 1993 and 1994 are 'Wholesale, retail trade, restaurants & hotels' and '‘Community,
social and personal services' with increases of 6,500 and 5,200 respectively. An increase of
1,100 employees is also noted in 'Financing, insurance, real estate and business services'. The
number of persons engaged in the agricultural sector, which has been declining over the past
few years, as a result of a reduction in the workforce of the Sugar Industry, has gone down by
400.

Employment by sex

Analysis of the data by sex shows that male employment has increased by 2%, that
is from 317,100 in 1993 to 323,200 in 1994. Female employment on the other hand, increased
by 5% from 163,900 to 171,800. As a result of these changes, the proportion of women in
total employment stood at 34.7% in 1994 compared to 34.1% in 1993,

The rise of 6,100 noted in male employment is mostly accounted for by 'Wholesale,
retail trade, restaurants and hotels' (+3,100) and 'Community, social and personal services'
(+2,300). Female employment as well showed increases in these same two sectors, i.€ 3,400 in
'Wholesale, retail trade, restaurants and hotels' and 2,900 in '‘Community, social and personal
services'.
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Unemployment

Estimates of unemployment levels have been based on the trend observed in the
number of registered unemployed persons by sex as published by the Ministry for Civil Service
Affairs and Employment. Hence, the same unemployment rate of 1.6% has been adopted for
both males and females in 1994. The total number of unemployed persons is therefore 7,100,

made up of 5,300 males and 2,800 females.

Central Statistical Office,

Ministry of Economic Planning and Development,
PORT LOUIS.

December 1994



Table 1 - Activity rates by age-group and sex,, 1991-1994

Male
Age Activity rates
(years) 1991 1992 1993 1994
12-14 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5
15-19 515 51.0 50.5 50.0
20-24 93.0 93.5 94.0 95.0
25-29 97.0 97.0 97.0 97.0
30-34 98.0 98.0 98.0 98.0
35-39 98.0 98.0 98.0 98.0
40 - 44 97.0 97.0 97.0 97.0
45-49 95.0 95.0 95.0 95.0
50-54 91.2 91.2 91.2 91.2
55-59 84.0 84.0 84.0 84.0
60 - 64 35.0 35.0 35.0 35.0
65 - 69 250 250 25.0 25.0
70 - 74 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0
78 " ~hove 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0
12 and above 76.0 75.8 75.8 75.9
15 and above 82.1 82.1 82.0 81.9
Female
Age Activity rates
(years) 1991 1992 1993 1994
12 - 14 3.2 3.2 3.2 32
15-19 3L.0 320 33.0 340
20-24 51.0 52.0 53.0 54.0
25-29 49.0 50.0 51.0 52.0
30-34 520 53.0 54.0 55.0
35-39 53.0 540 55.0 56.0
40 - 44 48.0 49.0 50.0 51.0
45 - 49 44.0 45.0 46.0 47.0
50 - 54 39.0 40.0 41.0 42.0
55-59 31.0 320 33.0 340
60 - 64 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0
65 -69 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0
70 -74 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
75 and above 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
12 and above 37.8 384 39.2 40.1
15 and above 40.8 41.6 42.4 43.2




Fig 1- Age - specific activity rates, 1994
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Table 2 - Labour force by age and sex , 1990 - 1993

Male
Age Labour force
(years) 1990 1991 1992 1993
12-14 3,686 3,261 3,397 3,420
15-19 25,605 25,599 26,195 27,130
20 - 24 48,497 46,664 46,083 44,841
25 - 29 51,813 52,999 53,062 52,622
30-34 46,524 47174 48,081 49,530
35 -39 40,460 40,785 42,447 43,082
40 - 44 29,224 32,697 34,782 36,766
45 - 49 20,814 21,366 22,712 24,685
50 - 54 16,838 16,800 16,853 16,815
55 - 59 13,179 13,469 14,045 14,222
60 - 64 5,166 4,851 4,632 4,594
65 - 69 2,826 3,008 3,085 3,141
70 - 74 972 1,001 1,043 1,098
75 and above 616 650 682 699
12 and above 306,220 310,324 317,099 322,645
15 and above 302,534 307,063 313,702 319,225
Female
Age Labour force
{vears) 1990 1991 1992 1993
12-14 1,128 1,072 1,122 1,125
15-19 14,390 15,153 15,990 17,304
20-24 25,121 24,492 24,413 23,802
25-29 24,911 26,023 25,979 26,185
30-34 23,398 24,116 25,070 25,995
35 -39 20,763 21,385 22,432 23,123
40 - 44 14,246 15,970 17,295 18,535
45 - 49 9,806 10,477 11,213 12,397
50 - 54 7,440 7,565 7,838 8,007
55 - 59 4,943 5,295 5,709 6,056
60 - 64 2,574 2,465 2,374 2,362
65 - 69 1,295 1,373 1,422 1,464
70 - 74 414 432 450 467
75 and above 230 235 243 250
12 and above 150,659 156,053 161,550 167,072
15 and above 149,531 154,981 160,428 165,947
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Table S - Labour force, Employment and Unemployment ; 1991 - 1994 (in thousands)

Both scxes
Population Labour Employment Unemployment
Year 12 years Force in large outside large Total Number Rate
and above establishments establishments %
1991 8214 466.4 286.8 169.2 456.0 10.4 2.2
1992 838.4 478.7 286.9 182.3 469.2 9.5 2.0
1993 854.4 489.7 283.6 197.4 481.0 8.7 1.8
19942 868.0 503.1 288.1 206.9 495.0 8.1 1.6
Male
Population Labour Employment Unemployment
Year 12 years Force in large outside large Total Number Rate
and above establishments establishments %
1991 408.3 3103 185.4 117.9 303.3 7.0 2.3
1992 417.8 317.1 185.0 125.8 310.8 6.3 2.0
1993 425.4 3226 183.0 134.1 317.1 55 1.7
19942 432.5 3285 186.4 136.8 323.2 5.3 1.6
Female
Population Labour Employment Unemployment
Year 12 years Force in large outside large Total Number } Rate
and above establishments establishments %
1991 413.1 156.1 101.4 51.3 152.7 3.4 2.2
1992 420.6 161.6 101.9 56.5 158.4 32 2.0
1993! 429.0 167.1 100.6 63.3 163.9 32 1.9
19942 435.5 174.6 101.7 70.1 171.8 2.8 1.6
! Revised

2 Provisional




