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NOTE

Readers are invited to make the distinction between
official data which are published in the Economic Indicators
and the analysis presented for the benefit of general
readers. Differences of opinion may arise regarding the
analytical part but these do not in. any«way. mmriermine the
quality of the data. The Editors +wedipome. Lo il | ve
critical comments.



The Exports Processing Zone (EPZ), 2nd Quarter 1994

Introduction

This issue of the "Economic Indicators" presents the
results of the "Quarterly Survey of Employment" carried out at
the end of June 1994. Provisional figures on EPZ Exports and
Imports are also included.

Employment evolution, 2nd quartexr 1994

At the end of June 1994, employment in the EPZ remained at
the previous quarter’s level of around 83,900 with practically
no change in the sex composition as well, that is, 59,600
females (71%) and 24,250 males (29%). This occurred in a
situation where the number of enterprises decreased by 11 from
520 in the 1st quarter as a result of 19 closures and the
coming into operation of 8 new enterprises. Total employment
lost, 4,800 of which 2,100 due to closures, was almost
entirely absorbed by expansion in the workforce of around 30
existing enterprises.

At the end of the 2nd quarter 1994, the number of foreign
workers stood at 5,076: an increase of nearly 600 over the 1st
quarter.

Employment evolution, June 93 - June 94

Over the 12-month period ending June 1994, the EPZ sector
registered a net decrease of 41 enterprises and employment
dropped by around 2,200. The "Wearing apparel" group suffered
a loss of 2,800 in its workforce whilst there was an aggregate
increase of nearly 600 in the other groups. Within "Wearing
apparel”, a total 1loss of 3,600 in "Pullovers" was partly
offset by an increase of around 800 in "Other garments".

EPZ exports and imports

Exports in the EPZ during the 2nd quarter amounted to
nearly Rs 4,200 million, almost the same level as that
reported during the corresponding period last year. For the
first semester, the figure works out to Rs 7,360 million



compared to Rs 6,995 million, that ig, an increase of 5% or Rs
365 million of which Rs 164 million towards the U.S.A.

EPZ enterprises imported for Rs 2,546 million worth of
goods during the 2nd quarter yielding a total of Rs 4,840
million for the 1st semester against Rs 4,495 million in the
corresponding period last year. Imports of raw materials went
up by nearly 11% to reach Rs 4,384 million whilst machinery
and other equipment dropped to Rs 456 million from Rs 543
million.

Net exports yielded a 1ittle over Rs 2,520 million during
the 1lst semester representing 34% of total exports as against
36% last year.

on this trend, total EPZ exports would probably reach
Rs 18,000 million this year compared to Rs 15,821 million in
1993.

Central Statistical Office
Port Louis
October 1994
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Table 4: - Net change in number of enterprises by product group,1993 - 1994

No. of enterprises “ Net change
Product group Jun. 93 | Mar. 94 | Jun. 94 || Jun94-Mar94 | Jun94-Juno3
1. Food 11 9 9 0 -2
2. Flowers 51 50 50 0 -1
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 32 30 32 2 0
4. Wearing apparel : 301 281 269 -12 -32
Pullovers (43) (36) (34) (-2) {-9)
Other garments {258) (245) {235) (-10) (-23)
5. Leather products and footwear 10 10 9 -1 -1
6. Wood and paper products It 25 26 26 0 1
7. Optical goods 7 7 6 -1 -1
8. Electronic watches and clocks 5 4 4 0 -1
9. Electric and electronic products 13 11 10 -1 -3
10. Jewellery and related articles 19 20 20 0 1
11. Toys and carnival articles 7 7 7 0
12. Other 69 65 67 2 -2
TOTAL 550 520 509 i -1 -41
Table 5:- Net change in employment by product group, 1993 - 1994
Employment “ Net change
Product group Jun. 93 Mar. 94 Jun. 94 t Jun94-Mar94 | Jun94-Jun93
1. Food 949 1,179 1,456 277 507
2. Fiowers 593 630 605 -25 12
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,246 3,614 3,614 0 368
4. Wearing apparel : 73,669 71,089 70,854 -235 -2,815
Pullovers (25,014) | (21,408) (21,407) -1 (-3,607)
Other garments || (48,655) | (49,681) (49,447) (-234) (792)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,398 1,309 1,292 -17 -106
6. Wood and paper products 545 465 496 31 -49
7. Optical goods 493 543 443 -100 -50
8. Electronic watches and clocks 618 610 593 i -17 -25
9. Electric and electronic products 382 434 420 -14 38
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,320 1,197 1,228 31 -92
11. Toys and carnival articles 958 918 950 32 -8
12. Other 1,857 1,894 1,911 17 54
TOTAL 86,028 83,882 83,862 J -20 -2,166
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