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The Export Processing Zone, 1lst Quarter 1994

Introduction

This issue of the "Economic Indicators" presents the
results of the "Quarterly Survey of Employment" carried out at
the end of March 1994. Provisional figures of EPZ exports and
imports are also included.

2. Employment evolution, 1lst Quarter 1994

At the end of March 1994, there were some 83,900 employees
(24,250 males and 59,650 females) working in 520 enterprises
in the EPZ compared to 85,600 in 536 enterprises at the end of
December 1993. The decrease of around 1,700 is the net result
of a total loss of 5,400 jobs (2,700 due to closures) partly
offset by the creation of around 3,700 new jobs (mainly as a
result of expansion in existing enterprises).

During the first quarter, 24 enterprises closed down
accounting for 2,700 job losses, of which 2,100 in 7

enterprises employing between 100 and 900 workers. Eight new -

enterprises started operation with around 200 workers.

An analysis of employment by product group (Table 5) shows
a significant decrease of 1,900 in "Pullovers" with the other
sectors remaining at almost the same level except for "Textile
yarn and fabrics" where a modest increase of around 250 was
observed.

The number of foreign workers rose by 398 and stood at
4,493 at the end of March 1994.
3. Employment evolution, March 1993 - March 1994
Compared to March 1993, there was a decrease of 34

enterprises of which 20 had been operating in the "Wearing
apparel" sector. Employment dropped by around 3,900, from



ii

87,800 to 83,900, mainly in "Wearing apparel" (3,600) and to a
lesser extent in "Textile vyarn and fabrics" (250), . Male
employment declined by around 700 and that of female by 3,200.

4. EPZ Exports and Imports, January - March 1994.

Provisional trade figures show that EPZ exports during the
1st quarter of 1994 reached Rs3,200 million against Rs2,800
million a year earlier, i.e an increase of around 14%. After
allowing for price increases estimated at around 7%, EPZ
exports, in real terms, grew by 7%.

Exports to the EEC during the period amounted to Rs2,100
million compared to Rsl1,925 million in 1993. France with Rs882
million worth of goods remains the main buyer, in the European
communities. Outside the EEC, the fast growing US market
absorbed Rs823 million of goods representing more than 20%
increase over the corresponding period last year.

During the 1st Qquarter, total imports, rose by 9% from
Rs2,100 million in 1993 to Rs2,300 million in 1994. Imports of
raw materials increased by 14% from Rsl1l,800 million to Rs2,100
million whilst those of "Machinery and spare parts" fell by
Rs78 million to Rs213 million.

Net EPZ Exports, 1i.e total exports minus total imports,
yielded Rs868 million during the 1st quarter as against Rs706
million for the same period last year. Consequently, the ratio
of Net Exports to exports works out to 27%, slightly higher
than the 25% for the corresponding period of 1993.

Central Statistical Office,
Ministry of Economic Planning and Development,
PORT LOUIS

June 1994
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Table 4: - Net change in number of enterprises by product group,1993 - 1994

No. of enterprises Net change
Product group Mar. 93 Dec. 93 Mar. 94 Mar94-Dec93 | Mar84-Mar23
1. Food 13 10 9 -1 -4
2. Flowers 51 50 50 0 -1
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 33 30 30 0 -3
4, Wearing apparel : 301 294 281 -13 -20
Pullovers {45) (42) (36) (-6) -9)
Other garments (256) (252) {245) -7 {-11)
5. Leather products and footwear 10 10 10 0 0
8. Wood and paper products 21 26 26 0 5
7. Optical goods 6 7 7 0 1
8. Electronic watches and clocks 6 5 4 -1 -2
9. Electric and electronic products 13 1 11 0 -2
10. Jewellery and related articles 19 19 20 1 1
11. Toys and carnival articles 7 7 7 0 0
12. Other 74 67 65 -2 -9
TOTAL 554 536 520 -16 -34
Table 5:- Net change in employment by product group, 1993 - 1994
Employment Net change
Product group Mar. 93 Dec. 93 Mar. 94 || Mar94-Dec93 | Mar94-Mar93
1. Food 944 1,187 1,179 -8 235
2. Flowers 616 611 630 19 14
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,867 3,374 3,614 240 -253
4. Wearing apparel : 74,716 73,023 71,089 -1,934 -3,627
Pullovers (26,891) (23,316) (21,408) (-1,908) (-5,483)
Other garments (47,825) {49,707) (49,681) (-26) (+1,856)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,494 1,302 1,309 7 -185
6. Wood and paper products 559 488 465 -23 -94
7. Optical goods 489 540 543 3 54
8. Electronic watches and clocks 641 606 610 4 -31
9. Electric and electronic products 368 382 434 52 66
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,317 1,264 1,197 -67 -120
11. Toys and carnival articles 935 915 218 3 -17
12. Other 1,858 1,929 1,894 -35 36
TOTAL 87,804 85,621 83,882 -1,739 -3,922
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External Trade - 1st Quarter 1994

1. Total value of trade and trade balance

During the first quarter of 1994, total international trade for the country
was valued at around Rs 11,900 million, 9 per cent higher than that of the
corresponding period of 1993 but 21 percent below the previous quarter's level.

With exports amounting to Rs 5,000 million and imports to around
Rs 6,900 million, the balance of visible trade for the first quarter of 1993 resulted in a
deficit of Rs 1,800 million compared to Rs 1,700 million recorded in the corresponding
quarter of 1993 and Rs 2,300 million in the previous quarter.

2. Terms of trade (Base year 1992 =100)

The terms of trade index shows the price movement of exports relative to
imports. The terms of trade index for the first quarter of 1994 dropped further to 92
from 97 in the previous quarter and 98 for the year 1993. This unfavourable movement
was the result of a 5 per cent drop in export prices whilst import prices were about 1
per cent higher.

Details on price indices for imports in the 1st quarter (Table 3(b)) show increases
ranging between 6 per cent and 24 per cent in all product groups with the exception of
fuel which registered a drop of 10 per cent.

3. Exports

Total export proceeds for the first three months of the year 1994, stood
at Rs 5,000 million about 10 percent above the corresponding quarter's figure of
Rs 4,600 million in 1993. After allowing for price increases of around 4 percent
registered between these two periods, exports grew by 6 percent, in volume terms.

The rise in exports is mainly attributable to a 14 percent increase in the
export proceeds of the EPZ sector, which accounted for 67% of domestic exports. EPZ
exports fetched some Rs 3,200 million compared to Rs 2,800 million a year ago.
127,000 metric tonnes of sugar were exported at slightly higher prices for Rs 1,376
million against 124,000 metric tonnes for Rs 1,294 million last year.

The table below summarises the main changes in exports between the
first quarter of 1993 and 1994.

{f.0.b Rs mn)
Exports 1993 1994 Change
Jan-Mar Jan-Mar
Sugar 1294 1376 +82
E.P.Z 2815 3162 +347
Other 475 489 +14

Total 4584 5027 +443
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Exports by country of destination for the first quarter of 1994 shows that
the country's main buyers remained the European Economic Community (EEC) which
purchased 72 percent of our exports . The US market maintained its share of 17
percent.

4, Imports

The import bill for the first quarter of 1994 increased in nominal terms by 9
percent to Rs 6,900 million compared to Rs 6,300 million registered in the
corresponding quarter of 1993. As most of the increase was due to price effects, in
volume terms,imports grew marginally by around one percent only.

Comparative figures for main imports in the first quarter of 1993 and
1994 are given hereunder.

c.i.f.Rs mn
Imports Jan-Mar Jan-Mar Change

{Product group) 1993 1994
1.Food,beverages

and tobacco 731 1010 +279
2.Fuel 5156 425 - 90
3.Chemicals 436 515 + 79
4 Manufactured goods 2826 3243 +417
5.Machinery 1502 1255 -247
6.0ther goods 266 410 +144
7 Total Imports 6276 6858 +582

of which

EPZ raw materials 1818 2081 +263

machinery 291 213 -78

As shown in the above table, with the exception of fuel and machinery and
equipment which fell by Rs 90 million and Rs 247 million respectively, all other product
groups have recorded increases ranging from Rs 80 million to Rs 400 million

The bill in respect of food, beverages and tobacco amounting to Rs 1010 million
comprises both consumption and intermediate goods such as wheat and fish. Imports of
manufactured goods which stood at Rs 3,243 million accounted for 47 percent of the
total. The EPZ sector's bill was some 9 per cent higher with raw materials worth of Rs
2,081 million compared to Rs 1,818 million last year.

Table 9 on imports by country of origin shows that during the first
quarter of 1994, the country's main source of imports remained the EEC which
accounted for 31 percent of the total with France sharing 37 percent of the European
share.On an individual country basis, the Republic of South Africa is now the main
supplier with 15 percent of the total, the other major suppliers were: Japan (6%), India
{7%) and Hong Kong (5%)
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5. The EPZ Sector

During the first quarter of 1994, the EPZ enterprises exported some
Rs 3,200 million worth of goods against Rs 2,800 million a year earlier. This figure
represents a nominal increase of 14 percent over last year's achievement and is
explained by increases in price (+7%) and quantity (+7%). Exports to USA increased
to Rs 823 million from Rs 670 million a year earlier and to the EEC, Rs 2,100 million
against Rs 1925 miillion a year earlier.

Imports increased by 9 percent to Rs 2,300 million compared to
Rs 2,100 million with raw materials up by Rs 263 million (+ 14%) whilst machinery and
equipment fell by Rs 78 million to Rs 213 million.

Consequently, Net EPZ exports for the first quarter of the year 1994

yielded some Rs 900 million against Rs 700 million earned in the corresponding period

last year but the ratio of Net exports to Exports improved slightly to 27 percent from 25
percent last year.

Central Statistical Office
Toorawa Centre

PORT LOUIS

June 1994



1. COVERAGE

EXPORTS
Cover
Inciude
Exclude

IMPORTS
Cover
Include
Exclude

External Trade

0 1.

2,

NOTES

Domestic exports (including exports from
Export Processing Zone)

Re-Exports

Export ex Warehouse

Returned goods

Government, Parcel Post and Air Freight
Trade with Outer Islands

Ships' stores and bunkers

Landed merchandise sent to warehouse for
subsequent delivery

Landed merchandise issued for home
consumption

Government, Parcel Post and Air Freight

Donations from other Government and
International Organisations

Trade with Outer Islands

Bullion and species

2. VALUATION AND STATUS OF FIGURES

Exports are valued on an F.O.B. basis and imports C.I.F. basis

F.0O.B. Free on Board

C.I.F. Cost, Insurance and Freight

All figures quoted are in Mauritian Rupees



3. COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION

The classification used for the compilation of trade statistics is the Standard
International Trade Classification (Revised {ll) or S.L.T.C. (Rev. {ll). However, import and export bills of
entry are being worked upon according to the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System
Nomenclature, shortly known as the Harmonized System Nomenclature (H.S.N.).

4, ROUNDING OF FIGURES

Figures have been rounded off to the nearest final digit and in some cases to the nearest
one decimal place and as a result in some tables there may be discrepancies between the sum of the
constituent items and the total. '

5. YMBOL
- Nil or negligible
Not available

- Not applicable

6. ABBREVIATIONS

Rs : Rupees
000 : Thousand
Mn : -Million
M.ton Metric ton : 1,000 kilos
No. : Number
M2 . Square metre

* X K K KR XXX KRR NN
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Table 2 - Price (unit value) indices of exports and imports and terms of

trade, 1991 - 1994

Price indices Terms
Period of
Export import trade*
Base year: 1988 =100
1991 133 133 100
1992 142 135 105
Base year : 1992 =100
1993 109 11 98
1993 Qr. 1 103 107 96
Qr. 2 110 108 102
Or.3 111 114 97
Qr.4 111 1156 97
1994 . Qr. 1 107 116 92

*

Ratio of export to import price index

A rise in this ratio indicates that the terms of trade have moved in favour of Mauritius.
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- Table 3(a) - Price indices(Unit value)of exports , 1993-1994

Base Year 1992 = 100
Commodity / Sector 1993 1994

Price indices P. index
1993 1st. Qr. 1st. Qr.
Total exports 109 103 107
Sugar 107 105 109
Molasses 1056 a8 107
Tea 137 145 131
EPZ 109 102 107

' Provisional

Table 3 (b) - Price indices (unit value) of imports, 1993-1994

Base Year 1992 = 100
S.I.T.C. 1993 1994
Section Description Price indices Index
1993 1st. Qr. 1st. QOr.
Total imports : 111 107 116
0 Food and live animals 109 106 115
1 Beverages and tobacco 100 83 112
2 Crude materials, inedible except fuels 124 106 146
3 Mineral fuels, lubricants & rel. materials 105 106 95
4 Animals and vegetabies oils & fats 115 120 129
5 Chemicals 109 108 135
6 Manufactured goods classified chiefly
by materials 109 108 116
7 Machinery and transport equipment 115 107 120
8 Miscellaneous manufactured articles 110 108 95

' Provisional
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