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Introduction

This 2nd issue of the Economic Indicators on the Export Processing
Zone (EPZ) for the year 1992 presents the results of the June 1992 employment
survey carried out in the EPZ enterprises.

Provisional export and import {figures relating to the first
semester of 1992 and a forecast for the year are also given.

2. Emplovment evolution, 2nd Quarter 1992

As at June 1992, the EPZ sector comprised 568 enterprises
employing around 90,000 workers of whom 63,400 were females and 26,600 males.

During the 2 month period, April to June 1992, the EPZ sector
registered a net decrease of 8 enterprises and a net loss of 1,450 workers,
mainly as a result of the closing down of 18 companies. This reduction of
1,450 compares with an addition of 500 during the 1st quarter and a loss of
600 during the corresponding quarter of 1991.

During the 2nd quarter, some 4,450 additional jobs were created:
4,150 by firms which were expanding their activities and 300, by the 10 new
companies which started operation. On the other hand, a total loss of 5,900
was reported: 4,250 by firms which suffered reductions in their workforce and
1,650 through the closure of 18 companies, resulting in the net loss of 1,450
workers.

The survey results also point out to a slight decrease in the
mohility of vorkers, as measured by the net change in employment at firm
level. Figures available on rnet change by company, shows that during the 2nd
quarter, only a total of 4,000 employees had changed jobs compared to around
7,000, in the previous quarter.

3. Employment evolution. July 1991 - Jupe 1992

During the 12 month period, July 1991 to June 1992, emplovment in
the EPZ sector has oscillated around the 90,000 mark, regisftering a slight
increase of oniy 650 workers. An intake of some 1,300 additional female
workers was partlv offset by a reduction of 650 in male employment.

During the period under review, 53 companies closed down resulting
in the loss of some 6,600 jobs whereas 43 nev companies were set up which
contributed to the intake of 2,200 emplovees. It seems that workers who vere
laid off by the enterprises which ceased operation had been reabsorbed by
existing firms.

It is also observed that during the last 12 months, some 350
additional expatriates, mainly female production workers have been recruited
which brought the total foreign labour force in the EPZ sector to 1,400.

Although at agsgregate Jlevel, total employment has remained the
same, details available by product group show increases of 1,400 in the
manufacture of '"non-woollen textile goods" and 200 in "leather" products.
These increases were, however, offset by reductioms of 350 in each of the
following three sectors: "Food", "Textile varrp" and "Pullover". For more
details, please refer to table 5.



4. [EPZ exports and imports

Provisional trade figures available for the first six months of
the vear show that the EPZ companies have exported goods worth of around Rs
6,100 million compared to Rs 5,400 million during the corresponding period of
last year. In nominal terms, an increase of 11% has been achieved over last
year's performance. On this trend, total export proceeds for the year 1992 is

expected to reach Rs 13,500 million compared to Rs 12,100 million in 1991.

With an import bill estimated at Rs 7,800 million, net export
earnings for the year 1992 will amount to Rs 5,700 million against Rs 5,100
million last year. The ratio of net exports to exports will remain at the
previous year's level of 42%.

Central Statistical Office,
Ministry of Economic Planning
and Development,

PORT LOUIS.

August 1992
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Table A — EPZs Net change in employment between March 1992 - June 1992

by_product group

Lmployment as at Net
Product group €nd Of sevecocsccscsssscscee ggzilgfrmi;
Maxrch June
1992 1992
1. Food 916 843 =73
22. Flowers 605 597 -8
3 Textile yarn and fabrics 5262 5,187 =95
4 Wearing apparels 76,890 75,494 -1396
of which (a) pullovers (27,17¢) (26,952) (-224)
() other garments (49,714) (48,542) (£1172)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,346 1,560 +214
6. Wood and paper products 592 578 ~14
J. Optical goods 457 436 =21
B. Watches, electronic watches
& clocks 695 693 -2
‘9, Electric & other electronic 423 436 +13
products
~40. Jewellery & related articles 1,414 1,407 =71
1. Toys and carnival articles 1,060 1,050 -18
12. Other 1,711 1,668 -43%
gomeL 09,99 |45

91,399




Table 5 - EPZ:~ Net change in employment between June 1991 -- June 1992

by product group

Employment as at

end Of seeecessesascccconss Net
Product group change in
g;gi {;32 employment

11. Focd 1,155 843 -312
2. TFlowers 567 597 +30
3, Textile yarn ani fabrics 5,541 5,187 2354
4. Wearing apparels T4 4426 75,494 +1068
E of which (a) pullovers £27,316) (25,952) (=364)
‘ (v) other garments (47,110) (48,542) (+1432)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,360 1,560 +200
6. Wood and paper products 600 573 -22
7. Optical goods 510 436 ~T74

8. Watches, electronic watches and
clocks 703 693 =10

S. Electric and other electronic

products 441 436 -5
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,443 1,407 -36
11, Toys and carnival articles 1,034 1,050 +16
12. Other 1,526 1,668 +142
TOTAL 89,306 89,949 +643
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