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1. Employment evolution, Ist guarter 1992

During the first quarter of 1992, the total number of active
enterprises in the EPZ sector was reduced by 10 but total employment
increased slightly by 500.

Between January and March 1992, 18 closures were reported and
8 new ones started operation, bringing the total number of enterprises to
576 from 586 at December 1991. The EPZ workforce attained 91,400 with
63,600 (or 70%) female workers and 27,800 male workers.

It is to be noted that the EPZ employment had registered a
peak level of 91,600 in June 1988, thereafter, dropping to around 88,600
at December 1989. A gradual increase has been noted from 1991 onwards to
attain 91,400 at March 1992,

Although, at aggregate level, the net increase works out to
500 only, detailed data show a high mobility of workers among EPZ firms:
some 7,000 workers, representing 8% of the workforce have in fact changed
jobs. The 18 companies which closed down, laid off some 3,800 workers; a
reduction of 3,000 were reported by existing firms, which brought the
total loss to 6,800,

This decrease was however more than offset by a total
employment creation of 7,300 jobs, the majority of which were reported by
existing £firms expanding their activities. The 8 new enterprises
contributed to the creation of 400 jobs only.

A new table compiled on the closures shows that 13 out of the
18 closures occurred in the textile sector as follows:-

3 in the pullover sector,
9 in the garment sector and
4

7 in the textile yarn sector

It is also noted that at March 1992, there were 19 enterprises
employing more than 1,000 workers compared to 16 at December 1991.

A comparison of March 1992 emplovment data with those of March
1991 shows that the EPZ sector has recruited some 1,500 additional workers
during that 12 month period. This increase compares with a negligible
growth in the corresponding previous period, i.e between March 1990 and
March 1991.



A constant increase has been noted in female employment which
increased by 2,000 or 3%, whilst that of male continued to fall
registering a further drop of 500.

Detailed figures by product group (Table 6) shows an increase
of around 2,000 in the wearing apparel group bringing its total workforce
to nearly 77,000 accounting for nearly 85% of total employment in the EPZ
Sector. However it should be noted that in this group, the subgroup pull-
over lost about 1,200 jobs which was more than offset by its other various
components (+3,200). Other groups which recorded small decreases were
‘food'’ (-136), 'textile varn & fabric' (-254), and 'watches, electronic
watches & clocks' (-144)

EPZ Exports & Imports

Provisional trade figures available for the first quarter 1992
shows that EPZ exports amounted to Rs 2,700 million compared to Rs 2,300
million for the correspcnding period of 1991. The import bill was valued
at Rs 1,750 million vielding a net EPZ export figure of Rs 950 million.
The ratio of net exports to exports works out to 35% compared to 29% for
the corresponding period of 1991 and 42% for the year 1991.

Central Statistical Cffice,
Ministry of Economic Planning and Development,

PORT LOUIS.

May 1992
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fasis 4 - EPZ: Net change in employment between December 1991 - March 1992

Dy product group

Employment as at
. ENd OF veeivenocosscnnonans Net
| Product group ' change in
| Decemuer | March employment
1991 1992
L. Facd 1,276 916 ~ 36U
Z. Flowers 615 605 -1l
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 5,055 5,282 +225
4, Wearing apparels 76,639 76,890 +461
5. of which (a) pullovers (27,393) (27,176) (-217)
(b) gloves &
other garments (49,016) (49,714) (+693)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,250 1,346 +96
& Wood and paper proeducts 622 592 -3U
7. Optical goods 518 457 ~-61
5. Watches, electronic watches
& clocks 684 655 +11
%, Electric & other electronic
products 371 423 +52
ig. Jewellery & related articles 1,418 1,414 -4
1i, Toys ang carnival articles 1,037 1,068 +31
i7.  Other. 1,605 1,711 +10e
TOTAL Su,061 91,399 #5355

o ST A T e 301 it o e .
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Taiis 5 - Number of closures and employment lost by produ

ct group = 1lst quarter 1992

Product Group

1st Quarter 1992

No. of

PO D

Enterprises Employment
1., ¥cod - -
2. Tlowers - -
i

3, Textile yarn & fabries 1 33

4. Vlearing apparels 12 3,561

of which (a) pullovers (3) (1,7608)

(v) gloves and other garments - (9) (1,793)

5. Leather produets & footwear 2 125

$. Wood and paper products 1 20

7. Optical goods - -

6. Watches, electronic watcheasand clocks - -

9, Tlectric and other electronic products - -

10. Jewellery and related articles 1 22

11. Toys & carnival articles 1 53

f 12. Other - -
; o 1
1

TOTAL 10 3,019
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Table 6 = LPZs- Net change in employment between March 1991 - March 1992

- A

by product group

S e Al il

Employment as at

end Of ...‘..’.0.." Net
Product group i change in
March March employment
1991 1992
1, Food 1,052 916 ~136
: 3
4 v
¢ 2, Flowers 561 : 605 ; +44
J kg
i
i
| 3. Textile yarn and fabrics 5,536 5,202 =254
4. Wearing apparels 74,913 76,890 +1,977
of which (a) pullovers (28,367) (27,176) (-1,191)
(v) gloves & other
garments (46,546) (49,714) (+3,160)
5, Leather products and footwear 1,430 1,346 ~92
6, Wood and paper products 481 592 +111W
| 7. Optical goods 540 457 ~03
5
i ;
i 0. Watches, electronic watches and | A '
: clocks ! 839 ! 695 i ~144 ;
s | | |
' t
9, Electric and other electronic !
products 441 423 -18 %
' 10. Jewellery and related articles 1,402 1,414 =68 !
{
11. Toys and carnival articles 1,0%0 1,068 30
l 12, Other 1,595 | 1,711 +116
L]
e e —
!
! TOTAL 89,908 : 91,399 +1,491
i :
i e

increase is partly due to change in classification
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Jople o= Distribution of EPZ enterprises by employment size - as at March 1992

No. of enterprises

w No. of persons employed

Employment }
size Number % C;Zm . Number % C%n *
Under 10 100 17.4 17.4 | 525 0.6 0.6
P10 = 50 224 30.9 5643 5,603 €.2 6.l 2
{
|
l
51 - 100 T2 12,5 63,8 ! 5,181 5.7 12.5
i
101 - 300 103 179 86.7 ‘1 19,189 21.0 3345
|
|
'l
501 - 500 31 5e4 92,1 \t 12,100 13.3 46.0
| ‘ ;
501 - 1000 27 447 96.8 f' 19,147 21.0 67.5
1000 and above 19 342 100.0 29,304 32.2 100.,0
TOTAL 576 1000 100.0 91,129 | 100.0 100.0
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