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The Export Processing Zone (EPZ) - 1st Quarter 1991

1. Introduction

This first issue of economic indicators on the EPZ sector for
1991 presents detailed information on the evolution of employment in
the EPZ enterprises during the 1st quarter 1991. Provisional trade figures
for tHe period January to March 1991 are also included.

2. Employment evolution, 1st quarter 1991

During the first quarter of 1991, 18 new companies were set
up whereas 8 closed down which brought the total number of active companies
operating in the EPZ sector as at March 1991, to 578 compared to 568
as at December 1990.

Total empioyment, however remained at December 1990's level
of 89,900 with 28,300 male and 61,600 female workers. Although at aggregate
level, the workforce has remained constant, an analysis of the survey
data at firm level shows that there was a high mobility of workers among
EPZ firms. A total of around 5,100 workers or 6% of the workforce have
changed jobs during the three-month period, January to March 1991. Of
these, 700 joined the 18 new enterprises whilst 900 were laid off following
closures of 8 firms. For more details, please refer to table 3.

It is also observed that out of the new 18 enterprises which

started operation, 9 were in the textile sector. Also textile enterprises
have recruited some 200 foreign workers during the first quarter 1991.

3. Employment evolution, March 1990 - March 1991

An analysis of employment evolution during the 12-month period
ending March 1991 shows that employment in the EPZ sector has stabilized
around the 90,000 mark. In fact, only 150 additional workers were recruited
between March 1990 and March 1991. It is also noted that there were
some 2400 'out-workers' i.e. persons working at their home on materials
" provided by enterprises and $50 foreign workers (500 male and 450 female
workers) employed by the EPZ enterprises as at March 1991.

Comparative figures given in table 5 show a reduction of workforce
in the following 4 sectors during the last twelve months: "Wearing Apparel"
(-1324), "Watches" (-101), "Jewellery" (-194) and the residual sector
"Other" (-97). The other sectors have each recorded small increases
of around 100, with the exception of "Textile yarn and fabrics", which
has recruited some 1150 additional workers, following the setting up
of one large enterprise and expansion of activities in the existing
companies.

2/



4. EPZ Exports & Imports

Provisional trade figures show that during the first quarter
of 1991, EPZ enterprises have exported around Rs 2,300 mn worth of goods
compared to Rs 2,000 mn in the corresponding guarter of 1990 and Rs 3,000 mn
in the previous quarter. Imports totalled around Rs 1,700 mn of which
Rs 1,500 mn were paid for raw materials and Rs 200 mn for machinery and
equipment. Net EPZ exports therefore resulted in Rs 600 mn representing
some 26% of its exports.

Central Statistical Office,

Ministry of Economic Planning
& Development,

PORT LOUIS.
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Table 4 -~ EPZ:~ Analysis of net change in employment during period December 1990 —

March 1991 by product group

Employment as at

Net

end Of seesevcsceceace
Product group change in
December March '
1990 1991 employment
1. Food 1,161 1,052 -109
2, TFlowers 544 561 + 17
3, Textile yarn and fabrics 4,789 54536 +747
4. Wearing apparels 755709 74,913 ~796
of which (a) pullovers (28,802) (28,367) (-435)
(b) gloves (458) (431) (- 27
(c) other garments (46,449) (46,115) (-334)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,336 1,438 +102
6. Wood and paper products 517 481 - 36
7. Optical goods 570 540 - 30
8. Watches, electronic watches & clocks 850 839 - 11
9. Electric & other electronic products 408 441 + 33
10. Jewellery & related articles 1,380 1,482 +102
11. Toys and carnival articles 978 1,030 + 52
12, Other 1,664 1,595 - 69
TOTAL 89,906 89,908 + 2




Table 5 - EPZ:- Analysis of net change in employment during period March 1990 - March

1991 by product group

Employment as at Net
: end of ..ccccccvsscccccns
Product group change in
March 1990 March 1991 employment
1. Food 969 1,052 + 83
2, Flowers 473 561 + 88
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 4,387 5,536 + 1,149
4. MWearing apparels 76,237 74,913 - 1,324
of which (a) pullovers. (29,415) (28,367) (- 1,048)
(b) gloves (482) (431) (- 51)
(c) other garments (46,340) (46,115) (- 225)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,295 1,438 + 143
6. Wood and paper products 474 481 + 7
7. Optical goods 465 540 + 75
8. Watches, eizctronic watches and
clocks 940 839 - 101
9. Electric and other electronic
products 254 441 + 187
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,673 1,482 - 191
11. Toys and carnival articles 896 - 1,030 + 134
12, Other 1,692 1,595 - 97
TOTAL 89,755 89,908 + 153
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Table 9 ~ Distribution of EPZ enterprises by employment size — as at March 1991

No. of enterprises No. of persons employed
Enploynent size
Number % Cfm' Numbex % 9%m°
Under 10 95 16.5 16.5 487 0.5 0.5
10 -~ 50 227 39.3 55.8 5,772 6.4 6.9
51 - 100 69 11.9 | 67.7 4,841 5.4 | 12.3
101 - 300 103 17.8 | 85.5 | 18,248 | 20.3 | 30,6
301 - 500 43 Te4 92.9 16,347 18,2 50.8
501 -~ 1000 217 4.7 97.6 18,853 21.0 T1.8
1000 and above 14 2.4 100,0 25,360 28.2 ]1100.0
TOTAL 578 100.0 100,0 89,908 100.,0 100,0
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