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External Trade — Year 1990

1. Total value of international trade - 1990

The total value of trade for the second semester of 1990 attained
Rs 24,000 million, some 23% higher than in the corresponding semester of 1989
and 28% higher than in the previous semester . Total trade for the year 1990

therefore amounted to Rs 42,000 million representing an increase of Rs 6,300
million or 18% over the previocus year's level of Rs 35,700 million.

2. Balance of visible trade

During the vyear 1990, the country exported goods worth of
Rs 18,000 million compared to Rs 15,500 million in 1989 representing an
increase of around 16%. Total imports for the year likewise rose by Rs 4,000
million or 19% to attain Rs 24,000 million. Consequently the trade balance
for the year 1990 resulted in a deficit of around Rs 6,000 million compared
with Rs 4,700 million for the year 1989. The import figures for both years
1989 and 1990 include the purchase of aircraft and marine vessels. Exclusive
of these irregular items, comparative trade deficit figures were Rs 4,200
million and Rs 4,900 million respectively.

The balance of visible trade is only one of the components of the
balance of payments which relates to the net value of transactions involving
merchandise only. It should not therefore be used as the sole indicator of
how the country's balance of payments is behaving; the current account
balance which includes merchandise, services and unrequited transfers is a
more appropriate indicator.

3. Terms of trade (Base vear 1988 = 100)

The terms of trade which show price movements of exports relative
to imports improved by 5 percentage points to 98 from 93 in 1989. The
favourable terms of trade recorded last year resulted from relatively higher
prices of exports. Export prices rose by 12% whilst those of imports by 7%.

4. Exports

Total exports proceeds for the year 1990 went up by 16%, in
nominal terms, from Rs 15,500 million in 1989 to Rs 18,000 million. After
elimination of the effects of price increases of around 12%, total exports
grew by only 3% in volume. A lower volume of sugar was exported: 578,000
m/tons compared to 636,000 m/tons in 1989. The total proceeds from the sale
of sugar amounted to Rs 5,100 million compared to Rs 4,950 million in 1989,

EPZ exports registered a nominal increase of 26% from Rs 9,060
million to Rs 11,440 million, (15% in price and 10% in volume).

Goods valued at Rs 384 million were re-exported compared to
Rs 500 million in 1989, Fuel and other goods supplied to aircraft and ships
amounted to Rs 490 million.
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EPZ

EPZ exports recorded a substantial increase of 26% attaining
Rs 11,440 million from Rs 9,060 million in 1989. After elimination of the
effect of price increases estimated at around 15%, EPZ exports grew by 10% in
volume. Textile and made up garments worth of Rs 9,100 million were exported
which accounted for 80% of the total.

The EPZ sectors import bill was much lower than expecled. The
earlier estimate of Rs 8,000 million is now revised to Rs7,400 million which
compares with Rs 7,500 million for the year 1989. Imports of machinery and
equipment represented Rs 800 million compared Rs 960 million in 1989. The
relatively lower import bill resulted mainly from substantial drops of arcund
10% in the prices of basic inputs of the textile industries namely raw wool
and cotton.

Consequently net EPZ exports shot up to Rs 4,050 million from
Rs 1,555 million in 1989 and Rs 2,300 million in 1988. The rates of net
exports to exports doubled last year's 17% and reached 35%. This ratio
calculated as an average of the two consecutive years works out to 27% which
is slightly lower than the level (28%) attained in 1988.

Central Statistical Office

Port Louis

March 1991



External Trade - Year 199

Figures for 1Y8Y and 1990 are pravisional and subject to revision.

1. COVERAGE

e e ittt

cXPORTS

QUSRI

Cover : 1. Domestic exports (including exports from the
Export-Pracessing-Zone)

2. Re-Exports
3. Export ex Warehouse
4. Returned goods

lnclude : 1. _Gowvernmept, Parcel Bost -ang Air Frejght

Exclude : 1. Trade with Quter lslands
2. Ships' stores and ounkers
IMPORTS
Cover ¢ 1. Larded.merchandise-sent to warehouse for

- ~ subsequent delivery
2. Landed merchandise .issued for home consymption
Include ~ ¢ 1. Government, Parcel Post and Air Freight

2. Donations from other Government and International
Organisations

Exclude ¢ 1. Trade with Uuter Islands

2. Bullion and specie

2. VALJATION

Exports are valued F.0.B. and imparts C.I.F.
F.0.B. Free on Board
C.1.F. Cost, lnsurance and freight

ALl figures quoted are in Mauritian Rupees



3. COMMGUITY CLASSIFICATION

The classification used for the compilation of trade statistics
is oased on the Standard International Trade Classification (Revised 111) or
S.I.T.C. (Rev. 11l1). However, import and export oills of entry are being
worked upon according te the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding
%ystem Nomenclature, shortly known as the Harimonized System Nomenclature

H.S.N.).

4, ROUNDING OF FIGURES

Figures have peen rounded off to the nearest final digit and in
some cases to the nearest one decimal place and as a result in some taoles
there may oe discrepancies oetween the sum of the constituent items and the
total.

5. SYMBOLS

- At

~ Nil or negligiole
Not availaole

-.- Not .applicaole

6. ABBRCVIATIONS

Rs. : Rupees
000 : Thousand
Mn : Million
m.ton : Metric ton : 1,000 kilos
No. : Number

M?  : Square metres
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Table 2 - Price (unit value) indices of exports and imports and terms of trade
1984 - 1990 /

Price indices Terms
Period of
Export Import trade*

Base Year 1982 = 100

1984 119 110 108
1985 136 121 113
1986 144 98 147
19R7 161 102 158
1988 172 111 156

Base Year 1988 =z 100

1989 111 11y 93
1990 125 127 98
1996 : Qr. 1 119 120 99
Qr. 2 128 120 107

Qr. 3 130 131 99

Qr. 4 124 133 93

* Ratio of export to import price index.

A rise in this ratio indicates that the terms of trade have moved in faveur
of Mauritius.
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