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Expoxrt Processing Zone — 1st Quarter 1989

1. Introduction

This issue presents data on employment in the EFZ Sector as at
end of March 1989. It also gives an estimate of imports and exports of
the EPZ enterprises during the first three months of the year.

‘2, Employment evolution during lst quarter 1989

During the lst quarter 1989, 28 new firms started operation,
7 closed down and 39 ceased operation on a temporary basis bringing the

total number of enterprises to 573 and 200 additional workers were recruited

so that the EPZ workforce stood at 89,300, i.e. at almost the same level
as that of December 1988. ;

A detailed analysis of the survey data shows that the 28 new
firms recruited some 1,100 workers whilst existing firms expanded their
workforce by some 6,000, bringing total employment creation to 7,100.
During the same period, 39 firms which were encountering difficulties
1aid off some 1,200 workers whilst 7 others closed down accounting for
the loss of around 2,000 jobs. Total employment loss therefore reached
around 6,900, Consequently, net change in employment during the 1lst
quarter was positive, il.e. an increase of some 200 workers. /

It is worth pointing out that net employment creation would
havé been around 800, had it not been for the reduction of some 600 in
the category of 'outworkers', i.e. persons working at home on materials
supplied by firms. :

- Also as from this year, data are being compiled in respect of
enterprises classified as 'dormant' and are excluded from the total
(Table 3 refers).

3. Employment as at Maxch 1989 "

As at March 1989, there were 573 active EPZ enterprises opera-
ting in the EPZ Sector with a workforce of some 89,000 employees of whom
two thirds were female, i.e. 59,000 and 30,000 male. /

The wearing apparel sector which dominates the EfZ Sector com-
prised 378 enterprises and employed about 76,000 persons representing 83%
of the EPZ workforce.

A comparison with data as at March 1988 shows that during the
12 months' period, employment in the EPZ Sector has decreased by around
1,300; male employment fell by some 1,900 partly offset by an increase
of 600 in female employment.
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A sectora)l analysis shows that with the exception of the
woollen sector which has contracted by ascme 4,500, the other sectors
have recorded increases mainly as follows:~ Textile yanrn end fabrics:

+ 500, other garments: + 1,500, leather producis and footwear: + 400
and jewellery and related articles: + 300,

4, Exports and Imporis

Definite figures of EPZ trade are not yet available but a
provisional estimate shows that during the first three months of the
year 1989, the EPZ enterprises have exported goods worth around Rs 1,850
million and the import bill was around Rs 1,600 million. These figures
compare with exports of Re 1,600 million and imports Rs 1,200 million
for the corresponding period of last year. :

Central Statistical Office
Rose Hill

May 1989
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Zable 4 - FEZ:- Analysis of nel change du e“vlowwwwé&;
March 1989 bv product group
Employment as at Net
Product group end of ecccasecsresven change in
December laxrch employment
1988 1989
1. Focd 749 144 - 5
2. Flowers 358 400 + 42
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,810 4,023 + 213
4, Wearing apparels 77,233 : 76,038 ~1,1%
of which (a) pullovers (32,632) § (31,125) (- 507)
(b) gloves (600) | (554) (- 46)
(¢) other garments (45,001) (44,359) (- 642)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,105 1,232 + 127
6. Wood and paper products 520 ‘ 525 + 5
7. Optical goods 577 613 + 36
8., Watches and clocks 872 881 + 9
9. Jewellery and related articles 1,504 4 1,633 + 129
10. Pishing tackles and flies 169 148 - 21
11. Toys and carnival ariticles E 774 ; 833 + 59
12. Other 1,409 ﬂ 2,216 + 807
fé
TOTAL 89,080 g 89,286 + 206
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Table 5 « EPZ:~ Analysis of net ¢ e in employment duri eriod March 1988 -
March 1 by product grou
| Employment as at Net. o
Product group ! end Of seesevscscsasees change in
March 1988 March 1989 employmen’
1. TFood 693 744 + 51
2. Plowers 340 400 + 60
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,526 4,023 + 497
4. Wearing apparels 79,110 76,033 -3,072
) of which (a) pullovers (35,075) (31,125) (-3,950)
(v) gloves (1,196) (554) \(~642)
(c) other garments (42,839) (44,359) (+1,520)
5. Leather products and footwWear 809 1,232; + 423
6. Wood and paper products 507 525 + 18 :
7. Optical goods 636 613% - 23 I
8. Watches and clocks 840 881 + 41 |
9. Jewellery and I‘elate‘d articles 1,324 1,633 + 309
10, Fishing tackles and flies 149 148 - 1
11, Toys and carnival articles 742 833 + 91
12,  Other 1,914 2,216 P 302
y
TOTAL 90,5,90 89,286 -1,304 o
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Table 9 ~ Distribution of EPZ enterprises by employment size ~ as at March 1989

No. of enterprises

No. of persons employed

Employment size
Number % Q;m‘ Number % q;m'
Under 10 72 13.0 13.0 417 - -
10 - 50 243 - 42,0 55.0 6,195 7.0 7.0
51 - 100 76 13.0 6840 5,577 | _6.0 13.0
101 - 300 103 18.0 86,0 17,672 20,0 33.0
301 - 500 37 7.0 93.0 14,284 16.0 49.0
‘501 -~ 1000 29 5.0 | 98.0 {120,941 23.0 7240 |
' 1000 and above 13 2,0 {100,0 | 24,200 28,0 | 100,0
TOTAL 573 100,0 100.0. 89,286 100.0 100.0
i -
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