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1. Employment gvolutipn»quinqwznqhquggypr_128§

During the second quarter of 1988, 31 new enterprises were set up
and around 1,000’additional workers were recruited compared to 4,700 during
the corresponding quarter of last year and 2,700 during the first quarter
of 1988.

An analysis of employment data by enterprise. shows that during the
period March-June 1988, in fact 4,800 additional workers were recruited by
the new enterprises as well as the existing ones which were expanding their
activities. Since, at the same time, some other firms have reported reduc-
tionsin their personnel, to the tune of around 3,800, the net change in
employment during the second quarter of 1988 has been around 1,000 of whom -

the majority, some 900,were female workers.

2. Employment as at June 1988

PR

As at the end of June 1988, there were 579 enterprises operating
in the EPZ Sector with a workforce of around 91,600 workers of whom 59,300
or nearly two-thirds, were female and 32,300 male workers. Included in this
figure. are around 650 expatriates as well as 2,500 outworkers who are em-
ployed by the firms and work at their home on materials provided by the

establishments.

The first semester of this year has therefore seen the overall
recruitment of around 3,700 additional workers compared to around 8,700
registered during the first six months of 1987 and around 12,000 during the
corresponding period of 1986. These figures clearly indicate a slowing
down in the rate of employment creation in the EPZ Sector.

On this trend, it is estimated that total additional jobs creéated
this year will be around 8,000 thus bringing the EPZ workforce to around
96,000 by December 1988.



*¥

3. Distribution of enterprises by size of employment

The distribution of the enterprises by size of‘employment given
in table 7. shows that 54% of the enterprises were operating‘Qith a personnel
of less than 50 persons. In fact, 78 of these even had a staff of less than
10 workers. On the other hand, there were 17 enterprises which employed each
more than 1,000 workers and accounted for a total of nearly 30,000 employees

representing 31% of the EPZ workforce,

4. Distribution of enterprises by product groups

As at June 1988, 427 or 75% of the enterprises were engaged in the
production of textile yarn, fabrics and wearing apparel and employed the
bulk or 92% of the total EPZ workforee.. The remaining firms included 28
engaged in the cultivation of andreanums and orchids, 15 in wood and paper
products, 13 in jeWellery, 12 in leather and footwear and 10 in watches and
optical goods.

5. Exports and Imports

Preliminary trade data indicate that during the first half of the
year 1988, the EPZ enterprises have exported over Rs 3,700 mn worth of
goods while imports of raw materials and equipment goods are estimated to

be.. ; around Rs 3,000 mn.

On this trend, it is estimated that total EPZ exports during 1988

may reach around Rs 8,500 mn.

Central Statistical Office
Rose Hill
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August, 1988
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Table 4 - EPZ:- Analysis of net change in emp;oymént during period March 1988 -

© June 1988 by product group

Employment as at

end of seesseecccne Net

Product group : change in

¥3ggh '{;gg employment
1. Food 693 697 + 4
2. Flowers 340 333 ,‘ T
(3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,526 3,539 + 13
4. Wearing apparels 79,110 80,295 | + 1,185
of which (a) pullovers (35,075) (34,909) | (- 166)

(v) gloves (- 1,196) ( 1,019) | (- 177)

(c) other garments (42,839) | (44,367) | (+ 1,528)
5. Ieather products and footwear 809 854 + 45
6. Wood and paper products: 507 508 + 1
7. Optical goods 636 621 - 15
8. Watches and clocks 840 903 + 63
9. Jéwellery and related articles 1,324 1,395 + T1
10, TFishing tackles and flies 149 149 -

11. Toys and carnival articles 742 746 + 4 |
12. Other 1,914 1,577 - 337
TOTAL 90,590 91,617 + 1,027
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Table 6 - EPZ:~ Analysis of net change in employment during period June 1987 -

June 1988 by product group

Employment as at

end Of ceesessscsccs Net change
Product group Tune June
1987 1988 in employment

1, TFood 664 697 + 33
2. Flowers 304 333 + 29
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,119 3,5%9 + 420
4. WVearing apparels 72,872 80,295 + 7,423
of which (a) pullovers (34,553) (34,909) (+ 356)

(b) gloves (1,404) (1,019) (- 385)

(c) other garments (36,915) (44,367) | (+ 7,452)
5e Leéfher products and footwear 774 854 + 80
6. Wood and paper products 628 508 - 120
7. Optical goods 539 621 + 82
8. Watches and clocks 710 903 + 193
9. Jewellery and related articles 1,110 1,395 + 285
10, Fighing tackles and flies 155 149 - 6
1l. Toys and carnival articles 714 746 + 32
12. Other 1,151 1,577 +.426
TOTAL 82,740 91,617 + 8,877
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Table 7 - Distribution of EPZ enterprises by employment size as at June 1988

£ ok R 7 in st e e e .

e —

No. of enterpriseé EE No: ofyperéons employed
Employment size : . m ; . -

] . 4 .
No. % Cum. % 1 No. ) Cum. %

ey 3

J—

Under 10 78% 14+ 14 n 472 ¢ - -

B e

B . bR

6,051

R
~J
~

10 - 50 234 40 54

51 - 100 88 15 69 ' 6,072 7 4

B o . IR

101 - 300 97 17 86 ! 16,507 18 32

301 - 500 38 7 93 I 14,904 16 48

501 21 , 69

1000 27 5 98 . 18,816

Rt TR
g s

1000 and above 17 i 2 100 ' 28,795 31 100

TOTAL 579 100 100 u- 91,617 100 100

*Includes one enterprise employing exclusively outworkers
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