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The Export Processing Zone (EPZ) - 1st Quarter 1988

1. Employment evolution during 1lst Quarter 1968

During the first quarter of 1988, 26 new enterprises started
operation and 2,700 additional workers were recruited in the EPZ
Sector, This compares with the 35 new enterprises and 2,200 additional
workers the previous quarter, 38 and 4,000 during the first quarter of
1987 and 35 and 9,000 during the first quarter of 1986.

The increase in employment was mainly due to the recruitment of
over 5,600 additional workers by 62 existing firms and 700 other ones in
the 26 new enterprises mentioned above, bringing total employment creation
during the first quarter to over 6,300. On the other hand, over 3,600
jobs were lost, mainly through staff movement within the sector, after
acquiring experience, thus resulting in a net employment creation of
almost 2,700 of whom 1,900 were female workers and 800 male workers.

Most of the additional workers were recruited by enterprises
engaged in the manufacture of pullovers and other garments, It will
be recalled that the average number of additional workers recruited
duging each quarter, in 1987, was 3,500, in 1986, 5,000 and in 1985,
4,600, )

2, Employment situation 88 at 3lst March 1988

As at end of March 1988, there were 554 enterprises operating in
the EPZ Sector with a workforce of some 90,600 employees of whom 58,400
(65%) were female workers and 32,200 (35%), male workers, During the 12
months period ending March 1988, 12,600 additional jobs were created
compared to 15,000 in 1987 and 20,000 in 1986.

The textile and wearing apparel sector which comprised 405 enter-
prises employed around 82,600 employees representing more than 90% of the
EPZ workforce. .

3. Imports and Exports during 1st guarter 1988

Definite EPZ trade figures relating to the period Jamuary -~ March
1988 are not yet available. However preliminary estimates point out to
an import bill amounting to around Rs 1,200 million and exports reaching
around Rs 1,600 million.

- Last year, the EPZ enterprises exported Rs 6,700 million worth
of goods and the import of raw materials and capital goods amounted to
Ra 4,800 million. )

Central Statistical Office
Rose Hill.

May 1988
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Table 4 - EPZ:- Analysis of net change in employment during period December 1987 -

March 1988 by product group

P : - - PSP JRIT S P B W 2

Employment as at Net
dof cevvienenans i
! Product group r~whf:L ° . - M'change n E
i : December ¢  March | employment |
‘ N 1987 ; 1988 ! :
: I L PN R i
! '- i
* 1. Food b 703 693 - 10
2. Flowers 327 340 + 13
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,341 3,526 + 185
4. Wearing apparels 77,375 79,110 + 1,735
of which (a) pullovers ' (34,603) (35,075) (+ 472)
(b) gloves (1,296) (1,196) (- 100)
(c) other garments (41,476) (42,839) (+ 1,363)
5. Leather products and footwear 865 809 - 56
| 6. Wood and paper products ' ‘ 481 : 507 L+ 26
] ’ & 1 j
H " ] i !
L 7. Optical goods ; 612 t 636 |+ 2
‘ | ‘ Cot
8. Watches and clocks 747 840 + 93
9. Jewellery and related articles 1,192 1,324 + 122
10. Fishing tackles and flies 163 149 - 14
11. Toys and carnival articles 705 742 + 37
12. Other 1,394 1,914 + 520
“ V i . |
TOTAL i 87,905 - 90,590 E + 2,685
L‘ f’ :
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Table 5 - EPZ:- Analysis of net change in employment during period March 1987 -

March 1988 by product group

R R N N

Employment as at

Net
end of v..iiienns
i Product group ﬂm*hwiauwﬁmu{uam.___--—_‘ change in E
: March March i
b E 4 !
f 1987 % 1988 employment :
j~~“_m“ . R ‘ N
¢ 1. Food I 555 ¢ 693 + 138 ¢
; 6; E
2. Flowers 270 340 + 70
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 2,530 - 3,526 + 996
4. Wearing apparels 68,822 79,110 + 10,288
of which (a) pullovers (32,767) (35,075) (+ 2,308)
(b) gloves (1,580) (1,196) (- 384)
(c) other garments (34,475) (42,839) (+ 8,364)
5. Leather products and footwear 757 809 + 52
4
b 3
5 : ] f
6. Wood and paper products 637 § 507 - 130 L
: 7. Optical goods ‘ 458 | 636 + 178 |
8. Watches and clocks ‘ 621 840 + 219
9; Jewellery and related articles 1,007 1,324 + 317
10. Fishing tackles and flies 584 149 - 435%
11. Toys and carnival articles 672 742 + 70
12. Other 1,094 1,914 + 820
78,007 90,590 + 12,583

TOTAL

i

4
L .

*Decrease in employment figure due to change in economic classification of

enterprise
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