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EXPORT PROCESSING ZONE ~ 3rd QUARTER 1987

1. Introduction

This issue presents data on employment in the EPZ Sector as at end of
September 1987. It also gives an estimate of imports and exports of the P4
enterprises during the first nine months of the years.

2. Employment as at 24th Sggﬁgg&g£,198a

As at 24th September 1987, there were 500 enterprises operating in the
EP7 Sector with a workforce of some 85,700 employees of whom nearly two thirds
(55,100) were female workers.

The manufacture of wearing apparel which comprises of 340 enterprises
employing around 75,400 workers (25,100 male and 50,300 female workers) remained
the major economic activity in the EPZ Sector.

Comperative figures on employment show that the high rate of employment
creation of last year has not been maintained. Net employment creation during
the last twelve months stood around 15,200 compared to 20,500 during the
corresponding period a year ago. Also during the first nine months of the year,
the EPZ enterprises have recruited a total of 11,700 additional workers compared
to 16,500 during the corresponding period last year.

3. Employment during 3rd Quarter 1987

During the third quarter of 1987, EPZ enterprises recruited some 3%,000
additional workers, as compared to the 4,700, the previous quarter and about
4,500 the corresponding quarter of last year.

Details of the evolution during the third quarter of 1987 indicate
the setting up of 33 new enterprises, contributing to the creation of 1,150
jobs. Expansion of activities in 56 existing ones brought in a further. 5,450,
thus bringing total employment creation to 6,600. However, this was partly
offset by contractions in a few other firms to the tune of 3,600, as workers
continued to move from one to another, most probably after acquiring experience.
In fact, an average of 2,750 workers have changed jobs each quarter this year
compared to 1,830 last year.

The effective increase in recruitment was thus 3,000 for the quarter,
most of which went, as in the past, to the manufacture of wearing apparel.
It should be pointed out,however, that the trend towards more male employment
continued with a preponderence of males - 83% of the new recruits this quarter.

4, Exports, and Imports

Definite trade figures for the first nine months are not yet available
but preliminary estimates of EPZ imports and exports indicate that slightly
over Rs 3,500 million worth of inputs and raw materials and machinery were
imported while export proceeds reached about Rs 4,800 million. On this trend
it is expected that rross exports for the year may exceed Rs 6,500 In.

Central Statistical Office
Rosg, Hill

November 1987
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Table 3 - EPZ:— Analysis of net change in employment during period Junel987-

September 1987 by product group

Employment as at Net
Product grOup end O‘f T . L BB BN J .'.. .l.-“:."‘..C L] Change in
June 5 September employment
N 1987 1‘9_87. ]
1. PFood 664 717 + 53
2. Flowers ! 304 ; 297 - T
i 3. Textile yarn end fabrics 3,119 ; 3,316 , + 197 ¢
. i :
4. Wearing apparels 72,872 | 175,360 + 2,488
f
of which (a) pullovers (34,553) (34,755) (+ 202)
(b) gloves (1,404) (1,310) (- 94)
(¢) other garments (36,915) (39,295) (+2,380)
5. Leather products and footweer 774 817 + 43
6. Wood and paper products 628 590 - 38 &
4 p
7. Optical goods 539 581 + 42
8. Watches and clocks 710 750 + 40
: ‘ |
9. Jewellery and related articles , 1,110 1,140 ‘ + 30
: ] : :
3 " ¥ o
‘ | ? f ,‘
r 10. Pishing tackles and flies 155 170 + 15 §
1l1. Toys and carnival articles 714 706 - 8
12. Other 1,151 1,241 + 90
TOTAL 82,740 85,685 + 2,945
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Table 5 — EPZ:~ Analysis of net change in employment during period Segtember‘

1986 - September 1987 by product group

; N st e -
!
Employment as at
poym Net
- end of 00.'.‘.....0.0...
Product group R P A TR A change in
September September 1 "
1986 1987 slptoyned
1. Food 520 77 i + 197
] ; , .
b 2. Flowers ) 231 b 297 ] + 66 ¢
; ; : ; :
. b
3, Textile yarn and fabrics ' 2,273 | 35316 ' + 1,043 ¢
b ; . y
4. Wearing apparels 62,041 75,360 - o 13,319 E
’ ' :
) : ;
of which (a) Pullovers (31,291) (34,755) | (+ 3,464) |
(v) gloves (1,650) (1,310) (- 340)
(¢) other garments (29,100) (39,295) (+ 10,195)
5. ILeather products and footwear TX7 817 + 100
6. Wood and paper products 680 d 590 : - 90 1
7. Optical goods 405 ¢ 581 + 176
8. Watches and clocks 567 750 + 183
: ' F ‘E
g ' d ‘
9, Jewellery and related articles | 1,080 f 1,140 & + 60 |
: o t E 3
© 10. Pishing tackles and flies : 556 & 170 | - 386 |
11. Toys and carnival articles 662 706 + 44
12. Other 87 1,241 + 454
TOTAL 70,519 85,685 + 15,166
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