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1. Introduction

B R T EUT R N

This issue presents employment evolution in the EPZ Sector during
the 2nd Quarter 1987 and also gives an estimate of imports and exports during
the first six months of the year.

2. Employment situation as at 25th June 1987

As at 25th June 1987, there were 472 enterprises operating in the
EPZ Sector employing about 83,000 warkers. Of this number two thirds (54,600)
were female while male workers numbered just over 28,000.

The wearing apparel sector remained the major employment creation
sector (320 enterprises) with a workforce of nearly 73,000 workers, represen-
ting 88% of total EPZ employment.

It is noted that the EPZ enterprises have recruited about 17,000
workers during the last twelve months compared to 19,000 during the corres-
ponding period of the previous year. This includes around 9,000 additional
jobs which have been created during the period January to June 1987, compared
to 12,000 during the corresponding period last year.

3. Employment evolution during 2nd Quarter 1987

During the 2nd quarter 1987, some 4,700 additional employees joined
the EPZ enterprises, consisting of almost equal numbers of males (2,200) and
females (2,500).

During this same period 37 new enterprises have started operation,
creating around 1,800 new jobs. In addition, 5,400 workers were recruited
by existing enterprises to cope with the increase in their activity, which
brought total employment creation to over 7,200. However, the net addition
works out to 4,700 since the former figure includes about 2,500 workers who
have moved from one firm to ancother after acquiring experience.

It is recalled that the average number of additional workers
recruited during each quarter last year was 5,000. As this year's perfor-
mance in employment creation is keeping in line with the previous two years;
it is estimated that on this trend, the workforce in the EPZ sector by the
end of the year will exceed 90,000.

4. Exports and Imports

Definite trade figures: for the first six months are not yet available,

but preliminary estimates of EPZ imports and exports indicate that just over
Rs 2,000 million worth of raw materials and capital goods were imported while
export proceeds amounted to around Rs 2,900 million.

On this trend, it is estimated that total EPZ exports for the year
1987 will be around Rs 6,500 million.

Central Statistical Office
Rose Hill
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Table 4 ~'EPZ :- Analysis of nét ‘change in employment during period March

1987 ~ June 1987 by product grouy

Imployment as at

ONA OF Ciiernosannns Het

Product group Voroh Tane change in

1987 - 1987 . employment
1. Tood 555 - 664 + 109
2. IMovers 270 | 304 + 34
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 2,530. 3,119 + 589
4. Vearing apparels 68,822 72,872 + 4,050
of vhich (a) pullovers 32,767) | (34,553) (+ 1,786)

(v) gloves (1,500) | (1,404) | (- 176)

(¢) other garments (34,475) 3} (36,915) | (+ 2,440)
5. Leather products and footwear 7575 T4 + 17
6. Vood and paper products 6374 628 - 9
7. Optical goods 458 539 " 81
8. WVatches and clocks 621 710 89
9. Jewellery and related articles 1,007 1,110 + 103
10. Tishing tackles and flies 584 155 ~-  429%
11. Toys and carnival articles 672 714 F 42
12. Other 1,094 1,151 + 5T
TOTAL 8,007, | 82,740 .| 44,733

* Decrease in employment figure due to change in economic classification

of enterprise
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Table 6 - EPZ:- Analysis of net change in employment during period June 1986 -
June 1987 by product group :

Employment as at

. el’ld Of o!y.l'o‘n.b_:oo. .

Net change

Product group June June in employment
1986 1987

1. Food 542 664 + 122
2. Flowers 242 304 + 62
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 1,998 3,119 + 1,121
4. Vearing apparels 57,938 72,872 +14,934
of which (a) pullovers (30,260) (34,553) (+ 4,293)

(b) gloves (1,525) (1,204) | (- 121)

(c) other garments (26,153) (36,915) (+10,762)

5. Leather products and footwear 702 774 + 72
6. Wood and paper products 677 628 - 49
7. Optical goods 388 539 + 151
8. Watches and clocks 669 710 + 41
9. Jewellery and related articles 942 1,110 + 168
10. Fishing tackles and flies 558 155 - 403*
11. Toys and carnival articles 719 714 - 5
12. Other 625 1,151 + 526
TOTAL 66,000 82,740 +16, 740

*Decrease in employment figure due

of enterprise

to change in economic classification
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