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Export Processing Zone (EPZ) - 1985

1. Introduction

This issue contains the latest information on employment in
the EPZ Sector as at the end of December 1985 and gives also latest
estimates of its exports and imports.

2. Employment

During the fourth quarter of 1985, 20 additional enterprises
sterted operation creating about 3,200 additional jobs of which 2,150
were occupied by male and 1,050 by female workers. A fact worthy of
note during this quarter is that the creation of employment in this
sector has been for the first time more important among male than among
female workers.

As at the end of December 1985, 277 enterprises were operating
in the EPZ Sector with a workforce of some 53%,500 employees as compared
with 195 enterprises and 37,500 employees a year &ago.

The additional 16,000 jobs, which have been filled by about
6,800 male and 9,200 female workers, were the result of the creation of
about 12,000 jobs through the expansion of existing enterprises and of
sbout 6,000 jobs through the opening of new enterprises. On the other
hand, 2,000 jobs were lost through contraction (1,600) and closing down
(4003 of existing enterprises.

There has been a marked progression in the employment of male
workers in the EPZ industries during the year 1985. The ratio of female
employment to male employment which was almost 4 to 1 a year ago in this
sector has now fallen to about 2.5 to 1 at the end of 1985.

The manufacture of wearing apparel which provides for more than
85% of employment in the EPZ Sector was almost the only avenue for new
opportunities for employment in that sector during 1985. In fact 15,000
out of the 16,000 jobs created were found in this sub-gector,

More detailed information on employment in the EPZ industries
appears in tables 1 to 7.

3. Exports and Imports

Figures of exports and imports for December 1985 are not
yet ready. However, for October and November, exports of the EPZ indus-
tries have amounted to Rs 456 million and Rs 263 million respectively. Forxr
the first eleven months of 1985, exports of the EPZ industries have therefore
reached Rs 3,000 nillion. It is estimated that during December exports
may have been of the order of Rs 250 million, so that EPZ exports could
have attained Rs 3,250 million during 1985.

As regards/



As regards imports of IPZ industries, they were Rs 205
million and Rs 234 million in October and November respectively.
The EPZ import bill for the first eleven months of 1985 was therefore
Rs 2,275 million. There are indications that imports during December
may have reached Rs 225 million, in which case the EFZ industries have
inported about Rs 2,500 million during 1985.

The detailed results of imports and exports of EFPZ enterprises
will appear in a subsequent issue of the "Economic Indicators'.

Central Statistical Office
Rose Hill

February 1986
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Table 6 ~ EPZ ¢ Analyeis of net changé,in employment during year 1985

by product. greup

Employment as at Net
e =
1984 1985
1. Flowers 172 217 + 45
2. Textile yarn and fabrics 1,509 1,742 + 233
3. Wearing apparels 31,065 46,139 + 15,074
of which (a) pullovers (19,022) (25,192) (+ 6,170)
(b) gloves ’ (1,236) (1,750) (+ 514)
(c) other garments (10,807) (19,197) (+ 8,390)
4, Leather products and footwear 402 454 + 52
5. Wood, furniture and paper products 974 969 - 5
6. Optical goods 219 280 + 61
7. Watches and clocks 454 631 + 177
8. Jewellery and related articles 778 888 + 110
9, Fishing tackles and flies 485 461 - 24
10, Toys and carnival articles 635 695 + 60
11. Other 839 935 + 96
TOTATL 37,532 53,440 + 15,908
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