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FOREWORD

This is the twenty scecond issue of the Digest of Road Transport and Road

Accident Statistics published by the Central Statistics Office.

It presents statistics on road transport and road traftic accidents relating to the
Island of Mauritius. Data on vchicles have been compiled from the register of the
National Transport Authority (NTA) and those on road tratfic accidents from returns
provided by police stations and insurance companies. It is to be noted that. as from
August 2004, most non-injury road traftic accidents arc not reported to the police.
but to insurance companies which provide aggregated data on such accidents. Thus

detailed information on non-injury accidents are not available.

The figures published are the latest available. Some ot them arc provisional
and arc thercfore subjcect to revision in later issues. Figures in this issue of the digest

supersede those appearing in previous ones.

It is hoped that the data presented in this report will be of valuable help to

planners, policy-makers and the public in general.

This digest has been prepared with the collaboration of the National
Transport Authority, the Tratfic Management and Road Safety Unit of the Ministry
of Public Infrastructure, Land Transport and Shipping. the Police Department and

insurance companies. Their assistance is gratetully acknowledged.

( H. Bundhoo)

Director of Statistics

Central Statistics Oftice
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
PORT LOUIS .

August 2007
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Vehicle Statistics'

Definitions

Definitions as stipulated in Section 4 of Road Traftic Act of 1962 tor types of vchicles

Motor cars

Motor cars are mechanically propelled vehicles, other than vchicles classificd as
motor cycles, which are constructed themselves to carry a load or passengers and whose
unladen weight —

(1) in case of vehicles which are -
(A)  constructed solely for the carriage ot passengers and their cftects:
(B) adapted to carry not more than 7 passengers exclusive of the driver: and
((: ) fitted with tyres of the prescribed type, does not exceed 3 tons:

(i1) in any other case docs not exceed 3 tons.

Heavy motor cars

Heavy motor cars are mechanically propelled vehicles, other than vehicles classitied
as motor cars, which are constructed themsclves to carry a load or passcn;:cns and whose
unladen weight exceeds 2'2 tons.

Dual purpose vehicles

Dual purpose vehicles are vehicles constructed or adapted for the carriage both of
passengers and of goods or burden of any description whose unladen weight does not exceed
two tons and which either:-

(a) are so constructed or adapted that the driving power of the engine is, or by the
appropriate usc of the controls of the vehicle can be, transmitted to all the
whecls of the vehicle: or B

(b) satisfied the following conditions as to construction -

(1) the vehicle is permanently fitted with a rigid roof, with or without a
sliding panel,

(1) the arca of the vehicle to the rear of the driver's seat is -

(A)  permanently fitted with at least one row of transverse scats (fixed or
tolding) for 2 or more passengers and those seats arc properly sprung
or cushioned and provided with upholstered back-rests. attached cither
to the scats or to a side or the floor of the vehicle: and

(B) lit on each side and at the rear by a window or windows of glass or
other transparcnt material having an arca or aggregate arca of not less

!
excludes pedal cycles
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than 2 square feet on cach side and not less than 120 square inches on
the rear.

(ii1)  the distance between the rearmost part of the steering wheel and the
backrests of the row of transverse seats satistying the requirements
specified in subparagraph (ii) (A) (or, where there is more than one
row of scats, the distance between the rearmost part of the steering
wheel and the backrests of the rearmost row) is, when the scats are
ready for use, not less than one-third of distance between the rearmost
part of the stecring wheel and the rearmost part of the floor of the
vehicle.

Motor cycles .

Motor cycles are mechanically propelled vehicles, other than auto-cycles, with not
more than 4 wheels and whose unladen weight does not exceed 400 kilograms.

Auto cycles

Auto cycles are bicycles which have pedals and a motor attached which can be
propelled by means of those pedals and by mechanical or clectrical power from that motor
and the swept volume of the cylinders of that motor does not exceed 50 cubic centimetres.

Motor tractors

Motor tractors arc mechanically propelled vchicles which are not constructed
themselves to carry any load and whose unladen weight does not exceed 7% tons-

Trailer

(a) means a vehicle which has no independent motive power of its own and which
is drawn, or designed to be drawn, by a motor vehicle,

(b) does not include a sidecar attached to a motor cycle, nor a farm implement that
18 not constructed or adapted for the conveyance of goods or burden of any
description.

Weight Unladen

means the weight of a vehicle which:-

(a) includes the body and all parts (thc heavier being taken  where alternative
bodies or parts are used) which are necessary to, or ordinarily uscd with, the
vehicle when working on a road;

(b) excludes the weight of water, fuel or accumulators used for the purposc of the

supply of power for the propulsion of vehicle or of loosc tools and loose
equipment.

ook ok ok ok ok ok o ok ok ok o ok ok ok ok ok kK
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Road Traffic Accidents
Definitions and Explanatory Notes

In this report, data on accidents refer to all road accidents reported to police stations and to
insurance companics.

Road Traffic Accident

A road traffic accident is an accident between two or more vehicles, a vehicle and a cyclist,
a vehicle and a pedestrian, a vehicle and a fixed object, such as a bridge, building, trec, post,
etc, or a single vchicle that overturned on or near a public road.

Severity of accident

Road traffic accidents are classified into the following categories according to the severity
of the accident.

Fatal accident - an accident resulting in the death of one or more persons. Prior to 2002, a
fatal accident was defined as an accident where deaths occurred within 7 days. As from
2002, a fatal accident is defincd as an accident where deaths occurred within 30 days.

Serious injury accident - An accident in which one or more persons are seriously injured.
Slight injury accident - An accident in which one or more persons are slightly injured.
The above three categories are jointly referred to as casualty accidents

Non injury accident - An accident in which no one is killed or injured but which results in
damage to the vehicle/s and/or other property only.

Casualty

Any person killed or injured in a road accident is rcferred to as a casualty.

Fatality - Any person killed during an accident, or within 30 days (7 days prior to 2002) as a
result of an accident is referred to as a fatality.

Serious Injury - An injury for which a person is detained in hospital as an "in-paticnt” or any
of the following injuries (whether or not he is detained in hospital): fractures, concussions,
internal injurics, scvere cuts and lacerations, crushings and scvere general shock requiring
medical treatment.

Slight Injury - An injury of minor character such as a sprain, bruisc and cut not judged to be
severe.



Abbreviations and Symbols

Abbreviations
No. : Number :
000 Thousand
% Pereentage
km Kilometre
sq Square
M/ton Metric ton : 1,000 kilos
Mn Million
Rs Rupecs
cit Cost, insurance and frcight
nes Not elsewhere specified
000 Litres: Thousand Litres
Symbols

- Nil or negligible
Not available

ok ok ok sk ok sk sk ok ok ok sk ok ok sk ok
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Road Transport and Road Traffic Accident Statistics — An overview
(Island of Mauritius)

Year 2006

1. Vehicles registered in 2006

The number of vehicles registered at the National Transport Authority (NTA) at the end
of the year 2006 was 319,440. This shows a net increase of 13.944 vehicles (4.6%) over the
December 2005 figure of 305,496.

During the yecar 2000, the fleet was strengthened with the registration of 18467 vehicles,
of which 12,123 (65%) wcre new, 5.294 (29%) werce imported second-hand and 1,050 (6%) were
re-registered vehicles. i.c. those which had been previously de-registered (put off the road).
During the same period, 4.523 vehicles were put off the road, resulting in a net addition of
13,944 vehicles to the existing {leet (Table 1.3 to 1.5).

P Composition of the fleet

The composition of the fleet by type of vehicles is shown in Table 1.2, At the end of
December 2006, the flect consisted mainly of motorized two-wheelers (138,174 or 43%). and
cars and dual-purposc vehicles (135,132 or 42%). The remaining 15 % comprised vans (24,522),
lorries and trucks (12,272), buscs (2.612) and other vehicles (6.728)

3. Vehicles used for the transport of passengers

3.1 Cars and dual purpose vehicles

The number of cars and dual purpose vchicles. which stood at 126,844 at the end of
2005, increased by 6.5% to reach 135,132 at the end of 2006. This increase was the result of the
registration of 9,921 such vchicles (4,789 new, 4,570 imported sccond-hand and 562 re
registered) partly offsct by 1,633 that were put off the road

Table 1.6 shows the age distribution of cars and dual purposc vehicles, at the end of
December 2006, Some 37 % of them were under S years, 27% between S and 9 years, and the
remaining 36%, 10 years and above.

3.2 Buses

At the end of December 2006, the number of buses was 2,612 compared to 2,560 a year
ago, following the registration of 133 new buscs and &1 put off the road during the year. Out of
the 2,612 buscs, 1.862 (71%) were “public™ buses, operating with a road service license.

Table 1.7 which gives the age distribution of the fleet of public buses shows that 32% of

them were under 5 years, 23% between 5 and 9 years and 45%, between 10 and 18 years.

4. Road traffic accidents

The number of road accidents registered during the year 2006 was 20.242. of which
1.947 (10%) caused casualties and 18.295 (90%) were non-injury accidents. Among the
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accidents causing casualtics, 122 (6%) were fatal, 296 (15%) caused serious injuries and
1.529 (79%) resulted in slight injurics.

Compared to the 2005 figure of 22,554, a fall of 10.3% is noted in total number of
road accidents. Accidents causing casualties fell by 9.2% and non-injury accidents by
10.4%. Fatal and scrious injury accidents rose by 5.2% and 0.3% respectively while slight
injury accidents decreased by 11.8%.

The accident rate cxpressed as the number of accidents per 100,000 mid year
population decreased from 1,869 in 2005 to 1,665 in 2006 and the number of accidents per
1,000 mid year registered motor vehicles from 76 to 65 (Table 2.1).

5. Vehicles involved in road accidents

During 2006, the total number of vehicles (motor and non- motor) involved in road
accidents was 40,205, that is, 3.941 less than the 2005 figure of 44.146. The number of
vehicles involved in accidents resulting in casualties was 3,007 in 2006 compared to 3,326
in 2005. Some 35% of these were private cars, 33% motor/ auto cycles. 12% vans and buses
(Tablc 2.15).

6. Casualties

The number of casualties (fatalities and persons injured as a result of road
accidents) declined by 8 6% from 2760 in 2005 to 2,522 in 2006. Among the casualtics. 134
(5%) were fatai, 348 (14%) were seriously injured and the remaining 2,040 (81%) slightly
injured.

Compared to 2005, the number of fatality (persons who died as a result of road
accidents) dropped by 1.5%. The fatality rate expressed as the number of persons who died
as a result of road accidents per 100,000 mid year population decreascd from 11.3 in 2005
to 11.0 in 2006.

Among the casualties in 2006, 25% were passengers, 33% riders of auto/motor cycles.
22% pedestrians, 13% drivers and 7% pedal cyclists (Table 2.19).

7. Hit and run cases in accidents causing casualties

The number of accidents (causing casualtics) that were involved in “hit and run”
cases decreased by 17% from 153 in 2005 to 127 in 2006. Out of the 127 cases, 55%

(70) involved vehicles only while the other 45% (57) involved both vcehicles and
pedestrians (Table 2.8).



Main Road Transport and Road Accident Indicators,

2005 -2006 (Island of Mauritius)

2005
Population (mid - year) 1,206,346
Arca of Mauritius (sq km) 1.865
Length of roads (km) 2.020
Per Capita G.D.P at market prices (Rs) 149.049

- Republic of Mauritius
2005
Vehicles on register 305,496
Motor cycle and auto cycle 133.430
Car and dual purposc vehicle 126,844
Other 45,222
Road Accidents 22,554
Number of non-injury accidents 20,410
Number of casualty accidents 2144
Fatal accident 116
Serious injury accident 298
Slight injury accident 1,733
Total casualtics 2,760
Futal 136
Seriously injured 358
Slightlv injured 2.266
Motor vehicles involved in road accidents 43,741

Fatality rate

Rate per 1,000 registered motor vehicles 0.46
Rate per 100,000 population 11.27
Rate per 100 casualty accident 6.34
Rate per 100 casualtics 4.92

2006
1.215,619
1.805

2,021

o420

2006

319,440
138,174

46,134
20,242
18,298
1.47
122

206

1.529
22
134
348
2.040

40,023

0.42

| 102
0.88

5.31

% change

+4.6
+3.6
+6.5

+2.0

-10.3

-10.4

-0.2

2

+0.3

-11.8
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Table 1.3 - New vehicles' registered, 2002 - 2006

- 18-

Type of vehicle 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Car 2,198 2213 2.404 3.359 3378
Dual purpose vehicle 892 1.166 1.313 1.389 1411
Heavy motor car 38 54 932 58 112
Motor cycle 859 1.366 2,191 2574 3374
Auto cycle 2.996 3.106 3328 2.973 3.049
Lorry and truck 181 211 179 254 )|
Van 461 270 25, L R0 297
Bus 112 81 65 184 133
Tractor and dumper 32 33 82 60 55
Prime mover 14 8 15 14 17
Trailer 27 35 32 45 45
Road roller 4 = - ; B}
Other * 3 9 1 5 [
Total 7.817 8,572 11,035 11,243 12,123

"includes government vehicles

“ncludes, inter alia, tanker lorries, excavators and imdustnial tractors
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Table 1.5 - Vehicles off the road', 2002 - 2006

Type of vehicle 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
1,173 1,124 1,122 1.128 1.125
Car
449 450 463 492 508
Dual purpose vehicle
39 49 4% 54 57
Heavy motor car
589 630 632 624 647
Motor cycle
1,311 1,348 1,367 1.360 1,333
Auto cycle
221 232 229 225 226
Lorry and truck
314 329 348 300 371
Van
79 79 69 Sl 81
Bus
S5 50 54 S5 56
Tractor and dumper
15 16 IS 16 16
Prime mover
81 83 82 91 92
Trailer
3 2 | 3 -
Road roller
5 7 ¢ 5 §)
Other
Total 4,334 4,399 4,436 4,494 4,523

A vehicle may be withdrawn trom the register of vehicles (off the road) either temporarily or permancty
Any such vehicle (except a government vehicle) must register with the NCTA betore it is put on the
road again. Includes government vehicles which have been sold by auction

Y includes, inter alia, tinker lorries. excavators and industrial tractors.




Table 1.6 - Age composition of cars and dual purpose vehicles, 2005 - 2006

( as at 31st December )

Age group 2005 2006
(Years) Number % Number %
<S 44,319 349 49.749 36.8
5<10 35.791 28.2 36.935 27.3
10<15 14.283 1.3 14.303 10.6
215 32.451 25.6 34.145 253
TOTAL 126,844 100.0 135,132 100.0
-
Fig. 1.2 - Age composition of cars and dual purpose vehicles ;
(as at 31st December)
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Table 1.7 - Age composition of operational bus fleet ', 2005 - 2006

(as at 31st December)

Age group 2005 20006
(Years) Number Yo Number %
<5 555 29.7 604 32.4
5<10 427 228 428 23.0
10<15 6806 36.6 653 35.1
15<18 204 10.9 177 9.5
TOTAL 1,872 100.0 1.862 100.0

'Refers only to buses with a Road Service License. i.e, buses which operate on proclaimmed routes and

charge individual fares

Fig. 1.3 - Age «omposition of operational bus fleet vehicles
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Table 1.9 - Evolution of bus fares (adults), 1997 - 2006

Rupees
Period
Jan. 97 Nov. 99 Jul. 01 Aug. 02 Oct. 04
Stage
1 3.00 4.00 4.00 5.00 6.00
2 6.00 7.00 8.00 9.00 10.00
3 7.00 9.00 11.00 12.00 14.00
4 7.00 9.00 11.00 12.00 14.00
5 9.00 11.00 13.00 14.00 16.00
6 9.00 11.00 13.00 14.00 16.00
7 10.00 12.00 14.00 16.00 18.00
8 10.00 12.00 14.00 16.00 18.00
9 11.00 13.00 15.00 17.00 19.00
10 11.00 13.00 15.00 17.00 19.00
11 11.00 13.00 15.00 17.00 19.00
12 11.00 13.00 15.00 17.00 19.00
13 12.00 14.00 16.00 19.00 21.00
14. 12.00 14.00 16.00 19.00 21.00
15 12.00 14.00 16.00 19.00 21.00
16 12.00 14.00 16.00 19.00 21.00
17 12.00 14.00 16.00 19.00 21.00
18 12.00 14.00 16.00 19.00 21.00
19 12.00 14.00 16.00 19.00 21.00
20 12.00 14.00 16.00 19.00 21.00
21 13.00 15.00 17.00 20.00 22.00
22 13.00 15.00 17.00 20.00 22.00
23 13.00 15.00 17.00 20.00 22.00
24 13.00 15.00 17.00 20.00 22100
25 13.00 15.00 - 17.00 20.00 22.00
26 13.00 15.00 17.00 20.00 22.00
27 13.00 15.00 17.00 20.00 22.00
28 13.00 15.00 17.00 20.00 22.00
29 13.00 15.00 17.00 20.00 22.00
30 13.00 15.00 17.00 20.00 22.00
30 + 14.00 16.00 18.00 21.00 23.00
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Table 2.2 - Road traffic accidents, motor-vehicles involved and casualties, 2002 - 2006

Year | Accidents | Casualty | Non-injury| Casualties | Motor-Vehicles | Population M-\:chlcles
registered
accidents | accidents involved (mid - year) [ (mid - year)
2002 18,022 2.158 15.864 2.904 33,119 1,174,021 201.247
2003 19,178 2,061 17,117 2,698 35,239 1,186,363 270,450
2004 19,495 2,160 17,335 2,951 35.506 1,196,696 281,930
2005 | 22,554 2,144 20,410 2.760 43.741 1.2006,346 2006219
2006 | 20,242 1,947 18,295 2,522 40,023 1,215.019 310,482

Table 2.3 - Number of casualty accidents by degree of casualty and casualty rate, 2002- 2006

Degree of casualty

Casualty rate

Year Fatal Seriously Slightly Total Per casualty Per 100,000 Per 1,000
injured injured casualties accident population |Motor-vehicles

2002 158 216 2,530 2,904 1.3 247 [

2003 131 291 2,276 2,698 1.3 227 10

2004 144 245 2,562 2,951 1.4 247 10

2005 136 358 2,266 2,760 1.3 229 9

2006 134 348 2.040 2,522 1.3 207 8
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Fig. 2.2 - Number of casualty accidents by day of week, 2006
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Fig. 2.3 - Number of casualty accidents by time of day, 2006
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Table 2.7 - Number of accidents by severity of accident, 2002 - 2006

Severity of accident

Year

Fatal ' Serious Slight No injury Total
2002 144 162 1,852 15.804 18,022
2003 121 211 1,729 FAEr] 19,178
2004 131 184 1.845 17,335 19,495
2005 116 205 1,733 20.410 22,554
2006 122 296 1,529 18.295 20,242

' prior to 2002, a fatal accident was defined as an accident where deaths occurred within 7 days. As from 2002 a Fatal acadent is defined

as an accident where deaths occurred within 30 days

Table 2.8 - Number of casualty accidents

involved in "hit and run" cases, 2005- 2006

Year
2005 2006

Accident Jan. - JunJlul. - Dec| Total i % Jan. - Jun. Jul. - Dec. Total |E %
Vchicles v/s
pedestrian 39 34 73 | 477 27 30 57 1 449
Vehicles v/s
vehicles 49 31 8) 1 523 32 38 70 v S5

Total 88 65 | 153 1100.0 59 o8 127 1 100.0
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Table 2.15 - Number of vehicles' involved in casualty accidents by type, 2005 - 2006

2005 2006
Type of vehicle Number of % Number of A
vehicles vehicles
Private car 1.265 38.0 1.048 349
Taxi car 97 2.9 93 v
Bus 218 6.6 196 6.5
Lorry 130 3.9 100 3.3
Van 400 12.0 373 124
Motor/Auto cycle 996 30.0 983 326
Pedal cycle 177 5.3 182 0./
Other motor vehicle 40 1.2 ."»2~ 11
Other non-meotor vchicle 3 0.1 0 0.0
All vehicles 3,326 100.0 3,007 100.0

" only three main vehicles have been considered in accidents involving more than three vehicles

Other

0,
70

Motor Auto cycle
33"0

\ \

Private car
359

Taxi car
RE

Fig. 2.4 - Vehicles involved in casualty accidents by type of vehicle, 2006
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Table 2.19 - Number of casualties ‘by clas

= S -

-

s of road users, 2005 - 2006

Class of 2005 2006
Roadiusers Number % Number %
Pedestrian 617 | 224 566 | 22.4
Passenger 719 26.0 018 24.6
Driver 448 | 16.2 327 | 13.0
Rider ( auto / motor cycle ) 811 | 29.4 841 | 33.3
Pedal cyclist 165 | 6.0 170 | 6.7
All road users 2,760 | 100.0 2,522 | 100.0
Fig. 2.5 - Casualties by class of road users, 2006
Pedal cyclist
e T
..TT”\ Pedestrian
m"“lln
Rider
3%
Passcenger
25%

13%

Driver -
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Table 3.1 - Evolution of price and sales of gasolene and gas oil, 1997 - 2006

Yiear Gasolence Gas-oil
Price Sales Price Sales
(Rs/Litre) (000 Litre) (Rs/Litre) (000 Litre)
1997 14.15 119,332 7.65 175,157
1998 14.15 120,698 7.65 186,490
1999 12.80 ! 121,720 6.65" 194.570
2000 19.50 ¢ 125.765 11.40 217.054
2001 19.85" 119,438 11.60" 197515
2002 20.40 119210 11.90 206,473
2003 20.40 ¢ 123,779 11.90 224718
up to 1-April-
A K
2004 2004 20.40 11.90)
2-Apr-2004 21.35 13.05
02-04-04 Coming 122,999 230,086
into operation of
. . . 2-Jul-2004 24.55 15.00
Automatic Pricing
Mechanism (APM)
2-Oct-2004 26.10 17.25
5-Jan-2005 25.25 18.50
2005 2-Apr-2005 25.25 126,140 17.25 227,377
3-Oct-2005 29.00 19.80
4-Jan-2006 34.80 23.75
2-Apr-2006 31.30 121,413 28.50 242 973
2006 2-Jul-2006 37.55 17.25
3-Oct-2006 29.00 19.80)

' as from June
* as from Octaber
Y as from July
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Central Statistics Office, LIC Building, John Kennedy Street, Port Louis
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