Poverty Map

1. What is a poverty map? 
A Poverty Map is a spatial representation of poverty indicators at disaggregated geographical regions.  It gives an overview of the disparities that exist in poverty level within a country. 
2. Poverty Maps 2001/02 & 2006/07  
The Statistics Mauritius (SM) has produced, with technical support from World Bank, two Poverty Maps one for 2001/02 and another one for 2006/07.  The maps which depict the poverty rate in each of the 145 administrative regions (20 Municipal Wards - MWs, 124 Village Council Areas - VCAs and Island of Rodrigues) of the country are given in Charts 1 and 2 respectively.

The administrative regions have been grouped into four main categories and are shaded according to these categories from light (cream colour) to darker (brown) shades, indicating low to high poverty rates.
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Chart 1 – Poverty Map 2001/02  





Chart 2 – Poverty Map 2006/07 
3. Main findings 
3.1      Poverty Rate 2001/02 (Table 1, Chart 1)
(i) Town of Vacoas/Phoenix – Ward 3 ranked top on the list with the lowest poverty rate (2%).  On the other extreme, Rodrigues ranked last with the highest poverty rate (29%).

(ii) In the Island of Mauritius, the poverty rates ranged from 2% in the town of Vacoas/Phoenix - Ward 3 to 21% in Bambous Virieux VCA.

(iii) All towns, except Port Louis, had low poverty rates below 5%.

(iv) Among the towns, Port Louis had the highest poverty rate ranging from 7% for Ward 1 to 15% for Ward 5.  Wards 5 & 6 were among the 10 poorest administrative regions of the country.

(v) The poorest regions were mostly located in the eastern coast, the south west coast and in Port Louis.

3.2     Poverty Rate 2006/07 (Table 2, Chart 2)
(i) Island of Rodrigues had the highest poverty rate (32%) followed by Bambous Virieux VCA, Le Morne VCA & Grand Sable VCA.

(ii) Town of Quatre Bornes – Ward 2, Town of Quatre Bornes – Ward 1, Town of Beau Bassin/ Rose Hill – Ward 4 and Town of Vacoas / Phoenix – Ward 3 were the four wards with the lowest poverty rates (less than 3%).  
(iii) All towns, except Port Louis, had relatively low poverty rates ranging from 2 to 6%. 

(iv) Within the Town of Port Louis, the poverty rates ranged from 7% for Ward 1 to 14% for Ward 5; Wards 3, 5 & 6 had the highest poverty rates ranging from 12% to 14%.

(v) Out of the twenty poorest MVCAs, twelve were coastal regions, mostly located in the eastern and southern part of the country.
3.3   Comparative analysis 2001/02 & 2006/07 (Table 3)

A comparative analysis of the poverty rates for 2001/02 and 2006/07 indicates that:-

(i) Island of Rodrigues and Bambous Virieux VCA had the highest poverty rates in both 2001/02 and 2006/07.
(ii) Among the 5 Municipal Wards with the lowest poverty rates in 2001/02, 4 remained in the same position in 2006/07.  These are Wards 1 & 2 of Quatre Bornes, Ward 4 of Beau Bassin / Rose Hill and Ward 3 of Vacoas / Phoenix.  However, Ward 1 of Vacoas / Phoenix which ranked 4th in 2001/02 (poverty rate of 2.6%) dropped to rank 18 in 2006/07 (poverty rate of 4.7%).
(iii) There were 48 MVCAs where poverty was not highly prevalent (with a rate below 5%) in 2001/02.   In 2006/07 the number decreased to 20.  
(iv) In 2001/02 there were 4 MVCAs with high poverty rate (above 15%).  In 2006/07, the number increased to 15.

(v) Out of the 145 MVCAs, 26 MVCAs, located mostly in the district of Rivière du Rempart, witnessed major improvements in their poverty rank (rank difference of 20 or more between 2001/02 & 2006/07).  On the other hand, 24 MVCAs, located mostly in the eastern and southern part, witnessed a major deterioration in their poverty rank.

3.4   Gini coefficient 2006/07 (Table 4)
Gini coefficient measures income inequality in the population; it ranges from 0 (perfect equality) to 1 (complete inequality).  Analysis of the Poverty Map results based on Gini coefficients shows that:-
(i) The poorest MVCAs in the Island of Mauritius namely Grand Sable, Le Morne and Bambous Virieux ranked among those regions with the lowest Gini coefficient i.e. with lowest income inequality implying that the income levels for the residents within these regions are more or less the same.
(vi) Conversely, Rodrigues though very poor in terms of poverty rate, had a relatively high Gini coefficient of 0.354 and ranked among the five regions with highest income inequality. 

(vii) Albion VCA had the highest Gini coefficient (0.379) and Case Noyale VCA (0.214) the lowest.  
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Reliability of estimates 





The poverty mapping technique yields estimates with varying levels of reliability. The level of precision depends on the population size of the regions under study as well as their homogeneity. For this reason, the poverty indicators are presented together with the standard errors. Rates with high relative standard errors are less reliable and should be interpreted with caution. 
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