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The situation of Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius 

 

1. Introduction 
 
The island of Rodrigues is a constituent island of the Republic of Mauritius with an economy 
mostly based on agriculture, handicraft and fishing.  Many of its residents have migrated to 
the relatively more developed island of Mauritius with the aim of enjoying a better quality of 
life.  However, it is often argued that their situation, once in the main island, is far from what 
they had anticipated. 
 
This report presents the situation of Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius based on 
data from the 2011 Housing and Population Census.  It aims to shed light as to whether they 
are better off in the island of Mauritius and to what extent they are at par with Mauritians. 
 

For the purpose of this analysis, 

 A Rodriguan is a person who is born in the island of Rodrigues; and  

 A Mauritian is a person who is born in the island of Mauritius. 

 
 

2. Highlights 
 

(i) There were around 13,700 Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius at Census 
2011; 
 

(ii) They live all over the island of Mauritius with highest numbers in the town of Port 
Louis; 

 
(iii) They are more concentrated in the working ages 25-59 years suggesting that the 

main reason for their migration to the island of Mauritius is to get jobs;  
 

(iv) Compared to Rodriguans living in Rodrigues, their situation is ‘mixed’.  On one 
hand, they have better access to amenities, and are more likely to have household 
durables and ICT devices.  On the other hand, they hold lower occupations and 
work longer hours than their counterparts in Rodrigues; 

 
(v) Compared to Mauritians, their conditions are less favourable with regard to housing 

and living conditions, education and work. 
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3. Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius  

Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius … 

….represent one third of the total resident population of the island of Rodrigues, and 

At 2011 Population Census, around 13,700 Rodriguans (6,300 men and 7,400 women) lived 
in the island of Mauritius, representing only 1.1% of the total resident population in the island 
of Mauritius but 34% of the total resident population of the island of Rodrigues.  

 
Table 1 - Resident population by island, Census 2011 

  Number 

Resident population of: Republic of Mauritius 1,236,800 

Island of Mauritius  1,196,400 

of whom  

Rodriguan-born population  13,700 

Island of Rodrigues  40,400 

 

… are spread in the island of Mauritius with highest numbers in the town of Port Louis 

They reside all over the island of Mauritius with highest numbers in the town of Port Louis 
(22%), followed by Beau Bassin/Rose Hill (9%) and Baie du Tombeau VCA (8%). 
 

Table 2 – Regions with highest numbers of Rodriguans - Island of Mauritius, 
Census 2011 

 

Municipal Wards & Village Council Areas (VCA) Number  % 

Town of Port Louis 3,100 22.3 

of which  

Town of Port Louis - Ward 1 800 5.8 

Town of Port Louis - Ward 6 800 5.8 

Town of Port Louis - Ward 5 800 5.7 

Town of Beau Bassin/Rose Hill 1,200 9.0 

Baie du Tombeau VCA 1,100 8.3 
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4. Situation of Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius v/s those living in 
Rodrigues  
 
Compared to Rodriguans living in Rodrigues, those living in the island of Mauritius… 
 
… are made up of a higher proportion of women 
 
Women made up 54% of the total Rodriguan population living in Mauritius as compared to 
51% of the population of Rodrigues indicating that they tend to migrate more than men.  A 
possible reason is that they come to Mauritius for employment.  The activity rate among 
female Rodriguans (53%) living in the island of Mauritius is higher than that of female 
Rodriguans living in the island of Rodrigues (49%). 
 
… are more concentrated among the working ages 
 
Above two thirds of Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius fall in the working age-
group 25-59 years as compared to only 44% among those living in Rodrigues, indicating that 
Rodriguans tend to come to the island of Mauritius for work.   

By contrast, people aged below 25 years represent a much lower proportion in the island of 
Mauritius (22%) than in Rodrigues (45%) suggesting that Rodriguans are less likely to come 
to the main island of Mauritius for education than for work. 

Figure 1 – Distribution (%) of Rodriguans living in the islands of Mauritius and 
Rodrigues by age group, Census 2011 
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… are less qualified 
 
Compared to their counterparts in Rodrigues, Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius are 
less likely to attain upper secondary and tertiary level education. 
 
Figure 2 – Distribution (%) of Rodriguans aged 16 years and over living in the islands 
of Mauritius and Rodrigues by educational attainment, Census 2011 

 
…but more likely to be working… 
 
Rodriguans aged 16 to 59 years, particularly the young ones below the age of 25 years, living 
in the island of Mauritius are more economically active than those living in the island of 
Rodrigues, again suggesting that employment is what drives Rodriguans to migrate to the 
island of Mauritius (Figure 3). 

Figure 3 – Economic activity rate (%) of Rodriguans aged 16 years and over living in 
the islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues by selected age group, Census 2011 
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Compared to Rodriguans living in Rodrigues, those living in the island of Mauritius had a 
higher employment rate (proportion of employed among the economically active population 
aged 16 years and over) of 94% against 88%. 
 
… and be in paid employment rather than being self-employed, … 
 
In the island of Mauritius, 83% of working Rodriguans were in paid employment and merely 
16% were self-employed whereas in the island of Rodrigues, the corresponding proportions 
were 59% and 38% respectively.  
 
 
Figure 4 – Distribution (%) of employed Rodriguans aged 16 years and over living in 
the islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues by employment status, Census 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
… and work in the construction and manufacturing sectors, … 
 
Rodriguans in the island of Mauritius are more likely to work in the secondary sector (48%), 
comprising mainly construction and manufacturing, than their counterparts living in the 
island of Rodrigues (17%). They are less likely to work in the primary sector (8%) which 
comprises mainly agricultural and fishing activities. 
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Figure 5 – Distribution (%) of employed Rodriguans aged 16 years and over living in 
the islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues by industrial sector*, Census 2011 

 
*Primary sector – Agriculture, fishing, mining & quarrying 
*Secondary sector – Electricity, water, manufacturing & construction 
*Tertiary sector - Trade, hotels & restaurants, transport, communication, financial  
services, education, health, social and other services 

 
… and engaged in low occupations, … 
 
In both islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues, Rodriguans are more concentrated in low-grade 
occupations such as skilled agricultural, forestry and fishery workers; craft and related trade 
workers; plant and machine operators and assemblers; and elementary occupations.  
However, the proportion engaged in these low occupations was higher among those living in 
the island of Mauritius (72%) than in Rodrigues (62%). 
 
Figure 6 – Distribution (%) of employed Rodriguans aged 16 years and over living in 
the islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues by major occupational group, Census 2011 
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…and work longer hours 
 
On average, Rodriguans living in Mauritius worked around 43 hours per week against 35 
hours for those living in the island of Rodrigues.  The difference is more among women (40 
against 30 hours) than among men (45 against 38 hours). 
 
Figure 7 – Average number of hours worked by Rodriguans aged 16 years and over 
living in the islands of Mauritius and Rodrigues by sex, Census 2011 

 
 
… and on the whole, they enjoy better housing and living conditions 
 
Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius are more likely to have access to amenities such 
as electricity and piped water but less likely to own their house. 
 
Figure 8 – Proportion of Rodriguan households* in the islands of Mauritius and 
Rodrigues by housing and living conditions, Census 2011 
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They are also better off with regard to availability of household durables, in particular 
washing machines possibly since more of them work and have less time for household 
chores. 
 
Figure 9 – Proportion of Rodriguan households* in the islands of Mauritius and 
Rodrigues by selected household possessions, Census 2011 

 

*Rodriguan households are those comprising at least one Rodriguan-born person 
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5. Situation of Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius v/s those of Mauritians 
living in the island of Mauritius 
 
In the analysis that follows, Mauritians are defined as people born in the island of Mauritius 
to differentiate between Rodriguans who are defined as people born in the island of 
Rodrigues. 
 
Among people living in the island of Mauritius, those born in Rodrigues … 
 
… are less educated 
 
Among people living in the island of Mauritius, only 25% of those born in Rodrigues reached 
upper secondary level or higher whereas the corresponding proportion is nearly 50% among 
Mauritians. 
 
Figure 10 – Distribution (%) of persons aged 16 years and over living in the island of 
Mauritius by educational attainment, Census 2011 
 

 
 
 
…  but more likely to be on the job market  
 
Rodriguans in the island of Mauritius are more likely to be on the job market than Mauritians 
– their economic activity rates are higher than those of Mauritians at all age-groups (Figure 
11).   
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Figure 11 – Economic activity rate (%) of persons aged 16 years and over living in the 
island of Mauritius by age group, Census 2011 
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Rodriguans are as likely as Mauritians to hold a job; the employment rate (for the population 
aged 16 years and above) among Rodriguans worked out to 94% against 93% for Mauritians. 
 
However, young Rodriguans aged 16 – 24 years are more likely to work than Mauritians of 
the same age (Figure 12). 
 
Figure 12 – Employment rate (%) of persons aged 16 years and over living in the island 
of Mauritius by age group, Census 2011 
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Rodriguans are more likely to be engaged in low occupations 
 
Over 70% of the people born in Rodrigues were engaged in the low occupations namely, 
skilled agricultural; forestry and fishery workers; craft and related trade workers; plant and 
machine operators and assemblers; and elementary occupations as compared to around 49% 
among Mauritians. 

Figure 13 –Distribution (%) of employed persons aged 16 years and over living in the 
island of Mauritius by major occupational group, Census 2011  
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Figure 14 – Average number of hours worked by persons aged 16 years and over living 
in the island of Mauritius by sex, Census 2011 
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Their housing and living conditions are less favourable 
 
Based on the Relative Development Index (RDI)1/ compiled by Statistics Mauritius, nearly 
half of the Rodriguans lived in regions of the island of Mauritius that are considered to be of 
low development2/ such as Morcellement Ilois (in Baie de Tombeau VCA), Cité Briquetterie, 
Cité La Cure and Carreau Calyptus/ Roche Bois (in Town of Port Louis), Eau Bonne (in 
Bambous VCA), etc..  By contrast, less than one third of Mauritians live in these “low 
developed” regions. 
 
Also Rodriguans living in the island of Mauritius are less likely to own a house and to live in 
fully concrete houses.  In terms of access to electricity, having a flush toilet and a kitchen 
inside housing unit, their situation is slightly less favourable than Mauritians. 
 
Figure 15 – Proportion of households in the island of Mauritius by housing and living 
conditions, Census 2011 
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2/ Regions with low development are those with an RDI falling below 0.7587. 
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Figure 16 – Proportion of households in the island of Mauritius by selected household 
possessions, Census 2011  
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6. Concepts & definitions  

(a) Household A household is either: 

(i) a one-person household, i.e., a person who makes provision 
for his own food or other essentials for living without combining with 
any other person to form part of a multi-person household; or 
 
(ii) a multi-person household, i.e., a group of two or more 
persons living together who make common provision for food or 
other essentials for living. The persons in the group may pool their 
incomes and have a common budget to a greater or lesser extent; they 
may be related or unrelated persons or a combination of both. 
 

(b) Resident population The resident population is a count of all usual residents of a 
country at the time of the census.  For census purposes, “usual 
residence” is defined as the place at which the person lives at 
the time of the census, and has been there continuously for the 
past 12 months or intends to live there continuously for at least 
12 months. 

(c) Employment  Employed population consists of Mauritians aged 16 years and 
above (16+) who have worked for pay, profit or family gain for 
at least one hour during the reference week which was from 
Monday 27 June to Sunday 3 July 2011 at the 2011 Population 
Census. It includes those who are temporarily absent from work 
for reasons such as leave with pay, leave without pay and 
temporary disorganisation of work (bad weather, break down of 
equipment, lack of order, etc.). 

(d) Unemployment Unemployed population comprises all Mauritians aged 16+ 
who are not working but who are looking for work and are 
available for work during the reference week. 

(e) Active population 
 

Active population is made up of employed and unemployed 
population. 

(f) Activity rate (%)  Activity rate is the ratio (%) of the active population (or labour 
force) to the population aged 16+ (active and inactive 
population). 

(g) Relative Development 
Index (RDI) 

RDI is a composite index that measures the relative 
achievement of sub-regions of the country in various 
dimensions of development.  The RDI ranges between 0 and 1, 
where index values near 0 indicate the least developed areas 
and index values near 1 indicate the most developed areas. 
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7.  Notes 

7.1 Contact person 

Ms. C. Rughoobur, Statistician 

(Email: crughoobur@govmu.org) 

Statistics Mauritius 

Tel: (230) 208 1800 

Fax: (230) 211 4150 

Website: http://statsmauritius.govmu.org 
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housing unit (e.g longère, garage, tent)

Homeless

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS
MINISTRY OF FINANCE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

CENTRAL STATISTICS OFFICE
2011 HOUSING CENSUS

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

IN STRICT CONFIDENCE

C08  TYPE OF BUILDING

.....................................................................

I. LOCATION

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

.....................................................................

.....................................................................
.....................................................................

VII. AGRICULTURE

(To be filled in for every non-agricultural private establishment, including those relating to small crafts)

E00  Serial no. of establishment                      of

E01  Name of establishment or working proprietor/manager

E02  Main activity in which the establishment is engaged

  

COMMENTS AND FULL DETAILS OF UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES

Household
Number

Household
Member

Surname of planter

Other names

Location of field

Area (perches)

Crop 1 : Description

Crop 2 : Description

Crop 3 : Description

Type     1                 2                 3

Type     1                 2                 3

Type     1                 2                 3

Surname of planter

Other names

Location of field

Area (perches)

Crop 1 : Description

Crop 2 : Description

Crop 3 : Description

Surname of planter

Other names

Location of field

Area (perches)

Crop 1 : Description

Crop 2 : Description

Crop 3 : Description

Household
Number

Household
Member

Household
Number

Household
Member

E04  No. of persons engaged 
at the time of enumeration

E03  Business 
Registration Number

 
 

VIII. COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENTS, HOTEL, GUEST HOUSE AND TOURIST RESIDENCE

To be filled if any member of the household cultivates any land >= 5 perches on own account mainly for commercial purposes (excluding kitchen 

garden, sugar cane, tea and tobacco)

IV. ADDRESS (CODED 01 - 14 and 16 - 20 of SECTION II)

C13   Apartment/Flat

No. and Street/Road/Lane

Locality/Town/Village

Crop: Please specify e.g Vegetables (Tomato, Potato, etc), Flowers (Anthurium, Gerbera, Rose, etc), Fruits (Litchi, Mango, Strawberry, etc)
Type: 1:Open fields; 2:Greenhouse - hydroponic; 3:Greenhouse - non hydroponic

       ......................................................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................................................

Type     1                 2                 3

Type     1                 2                 3

Type     1                 2                 3

Type     1                 2                 3

Type     1                 2                 3

Type     1                 2                 3
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Principal fuel used
*For Cooking:      **In Bathroom:
1. LPG   2. Electricity   3. Kerosene   4. Charcoal   5. Wood   6.Other 1. LPG   2. Electricity   3. Solar   4. None   5. Other

VI. HOUSEHOLDS (CODED 02-14 of SECTION II)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

professional purposes

Yes No

Skip SEC.VII Skip SEC.VII

Yes No

V. FOR ALL HOUSING UNITS (CODED 02 - 06, 08,10 of SECTION II)

 

HU1 OWNERSHIP Mortgaged    Non mortgaged     Not known      

       Private, Owner-occupied 1 3 5

       Private, Non owner-occupied 2 4 6

       Public   7

HU2 OCCUPANCY

       Occupied, Principal residence 1

        Occupied, Secondary residence 2

        Vacant, for rent 3

        Vacant, for sale 4

        Vacant, provided by employer  5

        Vacant, under repairs  6

        Vacant, other : ..........................................................     7

HU3 WATER SUPPLY (Main only)

      Piped water, inside housing unit 1

        Piped water, outside, on premises  2

        Piped water, outside, public fountain 3

        Tank-wagon (camion-citerne)   4

        Well/River   5

        Other : ......................................................................     6

HU4 DOMESTIC WATER TANK/RESERVOIR (Main only)

      Available, roof 1

       Available, ground/underground 2

        Available, other : ......................................................     3

        Not Available 4

HU5 AVAILABILITY OF ELECTRICITY          Yes                No

        From CEB 1 5

        Photovoltaic   2 6

        Wind turbine/Eolienne  3 7

        Other : .......................................................     4 8

HU6 TOILET FACILITIES (Main only)        Not shared           Shared

         Flush toilet connected to sewerage system      1  2

         Flush toilet connected to absorption pit 3  4

         Flush toilet connected to septic tank     5 6

         Pit latrine - water seal  7 8

         Pit latrine - other 9 10

         Other 11

         None  12

HU7 BATHING FACILITIES (Main only)  Not shared           Shared

         Bathroom inside with running water 1  2

         Bathroom inside without running water 3 4

         Bathroom outside with running water 5 6

         Bathroom outside without running water 7 8

         None 0

HU8 AVAILABILITY OF KITCHEN (Main only)   Not shared         Shared

         Kitchen inside housing unit 1  2

         Kitchen outside housing unit 3 4

         None 0

HU9 REFUSE DISPOSAL (Main only)

         Regular collection by authorized collector 1

         Irregular collection by authorized collector 2

         Ash pit on premises  3

         Dumped on premises  4

         Dumped on the roadside 5

         Refuse used for compost 6

         Other : ..........................................................................      7

HU10 AVAILABILITY OF OTHER AMENITIES     Yes                    No

         Solar Water Heater 1 5

         Water pump   2 6

         Air conditioner 3 7

         Residual Current Device (RCD or disjoncteur)      4 8

HU11 IS THERE A KITCHEN GARDEN?     Yes No

If «Yes» state area

         Less than 1 perche 1

         1 perche and less than 2 perches 2

         2 perches and less than 3 perches 3

         3 perches and less than 4 perches 4

         4 perches and less than 5 perches 5

         5 perches or more 6

HU12 FRUIT TREES

Is there a fruit tree of bearing age

on your premises?    Yes                 No

If «Yes», state No. of fruit trees of bearing age on premises

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

1. Single   2. Combined   3. Part of household   4. Institutional   5. Hotel population   6. Collective quarters   7. Homeless

1. Owner      2. Tenant      3. Sub-tenant      4. Free      5. Other

CHU1 SERIAL NO. OF HOUSING UNIT

CHU2 NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS IN HOUSING UNIT

Lemon

Guava

Longane

Atte

Banana

Fruit à pain

(i)

(v)

(ix)

(xiii)

(xvii)

(xxi)

(ii)

(vi)

(x)

(xiv)

(xviii)

(xxii)

Mandarin

Mango

Avocado

Coeur de Boeuf

Jackfruit

Olive

(iii)

(vii)

(xi)

(xv)

(xix)

(xxiii)

Orange

Pawpaw

Litchi

Grenadine

Fruit de Citère

Tamarind

(iv)

(viii)

(xii)

(xvi)

(xx)

(xxiv)

Other citrus

Coconut

Bilimbi

Grapes

Corrosol

Others

Other Names

HH01 Household No.

HH02 Household Type  1         2        3           4          5       6      7  1         2        3           4          5       6           7 

HH03 Name of head of household

Title (e.g. MR, MS, DR, HON, etc.)

Surname of Head of Household

 

HH04 No. of persons

Total

Male

Female

HH05 No. of rooms

For living purposes

For business or

HH06 Tenure 1       2          3           4          5       1       2          3           4          5

HH07 Monthly expenditure (Rs)

Rent

Average Household expenditure

HH08 Principal fuel used

For Cooking* 

1         2        3           4          5       6 1         2        3           4          5       6

In Bathroom**

 1       2          3           4          5 1       2          3           4          5

 

  

HH09 Availability of :

            Refrigerator

            Washing machine  

            Radio

            TV

            Fixed telephone line  

            Mobile phone 

            Computer

            Internet via ADSL  

            Internet via other devices 

HH10 Land

cultivation >= 5 perches

(Mainly for commercial purposes)             Yes             No Yes No
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