




FOREWORD

The Central Statistics Office conducted a Housing and Population Census in year 2000.

Census 2000 was the seventeenth for the Island of Mauritius and the seventh for the Island of Rodrigues. 

A series of table reports covering housing and living conditions, demographic and fertility characteristics,
 economic characteristics, educational characteristics, household characteristics, geographical and migration
 characteristics, and disability was published during the following year. Analysis and evaluation of the census
 data are currently being carried out and the results published in a series of analytical reports.  

This present report is the fourth of the series and covers Population Distribution and Migration. Where necessary
 figures have been rounded off to the nearest digit, and hence in some tables, there may be slight discrepancies
 between the sum of the constituent items and the total. 

It is hoped that the report will be useful to the public in general and to policy makers, planners and researchers
 in particular. 

I would like here to thank all staff who contributed in one way or another in the preparation of this report. 

       H. Bundhoo
 Director of Statistics.

Central Statistics Office
 Ministry of Economic Development, Financial Services and Corporate Affairs
 Port Louis
 Mauritius
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Chapter 1 - Introduction

1.1        Location 

The Republic of Mauritius is made up of the main Island of Mauritius, the Island of Rodrigues and the Outer

 Islands.  The main island is situated at about 1,900 km from the east coast of Africa between the latitudes 19o

58’ and 20o32’ South and longitudes 57o17’ and 57o46’ East.  Formerly, a British colony, the country became

 an independent state in 1968 and acceded to the status of Republic in 1992. 

1.2       History of early settlement 

1.2.1   Island of Mauritius 

The island of Mauritius was visited by Arab seafarers in the 10th century, but remained uninhabited until the

 17th century when the Dutch attempted to colonise the island.  Slaves were brought in from Madagascar and

 from mainland Africa mainly Mozambique and Senegal.  However, later the slaves rebelled and fled to the

 dense forest covering the interior part of the island, thereby inhibiting the Dutch settlers to take control of the

 high grounds so that during the first part of the 18th century, the settlers occupied three main districts, namely

 Port Louis, Flacq and Black River. Those rebels were the first to colonise the interior part of the island. The

 Dutch definitely left our shores in 1710, leaving behind the rebel slaves they were unable to subdue. 

The French occupation started in 1715. They introduced Indian slaves from Bourbon Island (now Reunion

 Island) while Negroes slaves were brought in great numbers from Mozambique and Madagascar. By 1767, the

 Negro slave population reached 15,000 as compared to 1,000 Indian slaves and 2,300 European immigrants. 

 Two small settlements were created on the arrival of the French on the island: one in the North West and

 another one in the South East. The two settlements have grown into what are now known as Port Louis and

 Mahébourg respectively. French settlement in the interior of the country and on the Central Plateau was made

 possible under the Governorship of Labourdonnais through construction of roads and buildings as well as severe

 repression of the rebel slaves.  

The British captured the island in 1810. It was only in 1833 with the abolition of slavery that small villages

 emerged. The slaves left the camps on the sugar cane plantations where they were in bondage to settle in

 small plantations cultivating vegetables. This resulted in scarcity of labour on the cane plantations leading to

 massive import of free Indian labourers.

However, their conditions of work were not much better than those of the former slaves and many of them left

 the camps to join the free slaves in the growing villages. The 1861 Population Census results indicate that the

 Indo-Mauritian population had increased from 77,996 in 1851 to 192,634 in that year, representing a total

 increase of 114,638 for a mere ten year period. 

The country remained a British colony until 1968 when it became independent. The first population census to be
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 taken after independence was in 1972 when a population of 850,968 was enumerated. At Census 2000, the

 population reached 1,178,848. About 43% of the population lived in the urban areas and 57% in the rural

 areas. 

1.2.2     Island of Rodrigues 

The Island of Rodrigues was most probably known to Arab and Indonesian sailors since the 13th and 14th

 centuries. A first attempt for permanent settlement was made in 1691 by a group of French Protestant refugees

 fleeing religious persecution in Holland. However, severe cyclones compelled them to abandon Rodrigues two

 years later. Rodrigues remained unoccupied until it fell under the sphere of the Superior Council of the Island of

 Bourbon (now Reunion). Although French officers were sent there, it was only in 1760 that a small permanent

 settlement, including a number of slaves, started.

The British took possession of the island in 1809 and it was from there that they led their war to conquer the
 Island of Mauritius in 1810. The island became officially a British colony in 1814; only 104 persons, 82 of which
 were slaves, then inhabited it.  

At 2000 Census, its population stood at 35,779. 

1.3       The focus 

Information on the spatial distribution and movement of the population of a country are important in
 demographic estimation and analysis. They also constitute valuable inputs for a wide range of social and
 economic policy decisions. 

Human resource and land represent two of the major assets of a country. In small countries like Mauritius with

 very limited land resources and a population who aspires to improve their standard of living, the way land and

 human resources are utilized and managed plays an important role in directing the country towards progress. 

The surface area of the Island of Mauritius is about 186,500 hectares. According to a UNDP-FAO Survey in 1965
 updated with administrative data for 1986, about 90,000 hectares (49% of the total land area) were under
 sugar cane and other plantations. Forests, scrubs and grazing lands occupied 65,400 hectares (35%),
 reservoirs, ponds and swamps 2,600 hectares (1%), roads including farm roads and footpaths 3,500 hectares
 (2%) and built-up areas 25,000 hectares (13%). An update for year 1995 made under the United Nations
 Framework Convention on Climate Change gives the following: agriculture (46%); forests, scrubs and grazing
 lands (31%); reservoirs, ponds and swamps (1%); roads and footpaths (2%) and built-up areas (20%). 

With increases in the population and in the name of development, more and more land is being diverted for
 housing, infrastructure and industries at the expenses of forest and agricultural lands. The use of land will have
 to be managed in an optimum way with as little damage as possible to the ecology and the environment so as
 not to endanger the life of future generations. 

The optimisation of land resources requires among others, information on the pattern of population settlement
 as well as the movement of people between regions. This report attempts at analyzing the 2000 Census data
 on

(i) population distribution, 

 (ii) international migration,
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(iii) internal migration and 

 (iv) movement from residence to place of work. 

The analysis, which will be made in conjunction with information available from other sources, will focus on the
 residents of the Island of Mauritius and the Island of Rodrigues, the number of residents on the outer islands
 being negligible.  

1.4    Temporal and spatial aspects of migration

Questions asked at Census 2000 concerning migration were

(i)    whereabouts on Census night,

(ii)   usual address,

(iii)   address five years ago and

(iv)   place of work 

Data collected at the 2000 Population Census allow analysis of short duration movement, i.e. movements
 between place of residence and place of enumeration, migration in last five years as well as movement to
 workplace. Intercensal migration will also be analysed using data from the 1990 Census.  

As regards the spatial aspects, a look at the various boundaries will place the study in the right perspective. The

 Republic of Mauritius is made up of the main Island of Mauritius, the Island of Rodrigues and several other

 islands located at distances greater than 350 Km from the main island. 

The main land is divided into nine geographical districts. These divisions, which date back to the time of the

 French occupation, no longer represent any administrative entity, though they are well known to most people.

 It should be pointed out that district boundaries are stable, and hence provide a sound basis for comparing

 spatial distribution and movement of the population between censuses. 

The island of Mauritius is divided into nine administrative regions - five Municipal Council Areas (MCA) and four

 District Council Areas (DCA). The MCAs and DCAs are further broken down into smaller areas, known as

 Municipal Wards (MW) and Villages or Village Council Areas (VCA) respectively. There are today 20 Municipal

 Wards and 124 Village Council Areas. Boundaries of Wards at the 2000 Census are according to the Order made

 by the Governor-General under Section 7 (7) of the Local Government Act 1989 in December 1990 with effect

 from 1 July 1991 while boundaries of the Villages are as set out in Proclamation No. 15 of 1991 of 20 December

 1991 which became operational on 16 June 1992. The major revisions made to the administrative boundaries in

 1991 and 1992 comprised the extension of boundaries of Municipal Wards to cover some of outskirt regions and

 the inclusion of regions that did not fall under any local administration under the administration of Villages.

 Municipal Wards constitute the urban regions and the Village Council Areas, the rural regions.  
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The Island of Rodrigues fell under the administration of the Ministry of Local Government, Rodrigues and Rural

 and Urban Development until 2002, when the island became autonomous. The other islands are administered

 by the Ministry of External Communications. Rodrigues and the other islands are considered wholly rural.
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Chapter 2 – Population Growth and Distribution 

2.1       Introduction 

The spatial distribution of the population of a country is as important, if not more important than its size, growth

 and structure since it describes the man-land relationship of a country.  If this relationship is left uncontrolled,

 this will undoubtedly lead to untold harm and misery to the people and therefore any imbalance currently

 present or likely to develop should be rectified and removed.  

In a country like Mauritius with limited land competing for various uses, it is essential that the man-land

 relationship be given due consideration, if optimum use of this scarce and valuable commodity is to be ensured.

The present settlement pattern in the country is the result of administrative policies and general development

 programmes set up by former administrations.  Some of the observed patterns may have been influenced by

 topological, climatic, economic and cultural factors.  Also, people tend to cluster around facilities and amenities,

 although siting of facilities around people agglomerations may occur as well.  Until the early sixties of the last

 century, a substantial movement of people was seen to occur from the rural to the more developed urban

 regions.  Lack of amenities such as water and electricity supplies, coupled with limited road network had

 curtailed development in rural areas.  However, actions aiming at improving infrastructure and services, such

 as extension of water and electricity supplies, expansion of transport network, construction of health

 institutions and schools in the rural areas had contributed in a counter movement of the population.  The

 counter movement of the population towards the rural regions was observed since 1972. 

This chapter tries to look into some aspects of population distribution and changes over space and time in the

 country and explore possible causes of such patterns. 

2.2     Population counts 

At the 2000 Census, the present population was 1,179,146 in the Republic of Mauritius whereas the resident

 population was 1,179,137.  The distribution of the resident population by the different islands constituting the

 Republic of Mauritius was as follows: 

Area   (sq.km) Both Sexes     Male  Female
Island of
 Mauritius     1,865 1,143,069 566,056  577,013

Island of
 Rodrigues 104 35,779  17,700 18,079

Agalega,  St.
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 Brandon & 
 other islands

71  289   193    96

 Mauritius 2,040 1,179,137  583,949 595,188

Of the 1,179,137 residents enumerated on Census night, about 7,500 were elsewhere in Mauritius, i.e. not at
 the place of their usual residence, while about 9,000 were temporarily outside the country. 

2.3      Population growth rate 

The resident population of Mauritius increased from 1,056,827 in 1990 to reach 1,179,137 at Census 2000.  The

 average annual growth rate observed for the period 1990-2000 was 1.1% compared to 0.79% for the previous

 intercensal period of 1983-1990 (Table 2.1).  

Table 2.1 Annual population growth rates during intercensal periods - Republic Of Mauritius

During first half of last century, the island of Mauritius witnessed high fertility (crude birth rate of 30-45 per
 1,000), an almost equally high mortality (crude death rate of 20-35 per 1,000) and negligible migration. 
 Consequently, population growth rate was low, about 0.28% per annum.  After that period, successful control
 of infectious diseases and the eradication of malaria caused the mortality rate to fall abruptly to about 9 per
 1,000 population in 1962.  Fertility being still high (crude birth rate that peaked to 50 in 1950 and tapered to
 about 40 in the early 60’s) and migration negligible, the population grew rapidly at the rate of 2.74% per
 annum during 1944 to 1962.

The escalation in population growth led the country to adopt a policy of family planning which started showing
 results by the end of the sixties.  The average annual growth rate fell successively to 1.94% during 1962 -
 1972 and 1.44% during 1972 - 1983 to reach 0.80 % during 1983 - 1990. This reduction in growth is
 attributable mainly to a fall in fertility particularly in the early sixties and to a small extent to emigration which
 accounted for a yearly decrease of about 3000 - 4000 persons during 1962 - 1990.  Slight increase in fertility
 and a decrease in migration brought the annual population growth to 1.12% during the intercensal period 1990
– 2000.

Unlike the Island of Mauritius, the Island of Rodrigues had a high population growth rate during 1901 - 1944. 

 After slight decrease during 1944 – 1962, the annual rate picked up to reach 3.05% during 1962-1972.  As in

 the Island of Mauritius, the implementation of family planning during the early sixties reduces the rate to

 2.67% during 1972-1983.  This was followed by a sharp fall in the rate which came down to 0.48% in the

 intercensal period of 1983 - 1990. The population growth rate declined only marginally during the period 1990

– 2000 to reach level of 0.45%.
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2.4    Population by district 

Table 2.2 below gives the percentage distribution of the population for the Republic of Mauritius in the nine

 districts and Rodrigues for the past five censuses. 

Table 2.2 Percentage distribution of population by district, 1962-2000 Republic of Mauritius

The districts of Plaines Wilhems and Port-Louis continued to be the two most populous districts in 2000,
 accounting together for more than 40% of the country’s population.  It should however be pointed out that the

 proportion living in the district of Plaines Wilhems which grew from 29.7% in 1962 to 30.5% in 1990, declined

 for the first time to 30.4% in 2000, while the proportion of Port-Louis continued to decline reaching 10.9% in

 2000, a process which started in the early 60’s when the proportion was about 17.1%.  The share of the

 population of Flacq, the third most populous district, stabilised around 10-11% for the past five censuses.   

The district of Black River was, at Census 2000, the district with the smallest population share (5.1%), followed

 by Savanne (5.6%).  However, different trends were observed in these two districts: the share of Black River

 had consistently increased since 1962 while that of Savanne had consistently declined.  As regards the Island of

 Rodrigues, its share of the national population, after continuous increases during the period 1962 – 1983,

 decreased to 3.2% in 1990 and to 3.0% in 2000. 

Table 2.3 shows the population annual growth rates by district for various intercensal periods.  Given that there
 is not much difference between districts in the natural growth, the emerging pattern of growth as shown in

 table 2.3 is attributable to migration.
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 Republic of Mauritius 

It is noted that Port Louis, which registered the smallest growth during the period 1962-1972, had showed
 negative growth rates since then.  The annual rate registered during 1990-2000 was -0.40%.  The highest

 growth was noted in the district of Black River, which registered annual increase of 3.31% which is well above

 the national growth rate of 1.10%.

2.5  Population by urban-rural region 

The picture of the ‘urban’ and ‘rural’ areas in Mauritius is not comparable with other countries given that the
 difference between the two areas as regards availability of facilities and infrastructure may not be significant
 today.  The proportion of the urban population, in contrast with other African and developing countries, had
 been declining during the periods 1972-1983 and 1983-1990; however Census 2000 results indicated an
 increase in the urban population share and a decrease in that of the rural population.  This follows changes in
 boundaries of administrative regions that occurred in 1991 and 1992.  In year 2000, 503,045 persons were
 counted in urban areas, representing 42.7% of the total population of the Republic, and 675,803 persons in the
 rural areas representing 57.3%.  At the 1990 Census, the proportions in the urban and rural regions were
 39.2% and 60.8% respectively. 

Table 2.3 : Annual population growth rates (%) by district, 1962 - 72, 1972-83, 1983-90, 1990-2000
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1/ Boundaries prevailing at the time of the respective censuses

Average annual increase in urban areas which, since 1972 had been lower than that in rural regions, was higher
 in 2000.  The average annual increase registered during the period 1990 – 2000 was 1.96% for the urban
 areas compared to only 0.51% for the rural areas and 1.10% for the country (Table 2.4a) 

The urban areas which experienced negative or relatively small population increments during the intercensal
 period 1983 - 1990 registered increases in the period 1990-2000.  The highest increase of the order of 44,000
 was observed in Vacoas/Phoenix while the population of Port Louis which had been declining since 1972,
 increased by about 12,000 during the period 1990 - 2000. 

Table 2.4 (b) - Population of Urban /rural areas and their relative growth, 1990 and 2000 Population
 Censuses - Republic of Mauritius 

1/ To enable like with like comparison, the 1990 figures have been worked out according to the revised
boundaries

Table  2.4 (a) - Population of urban/ rural areas and their relatives growth, 1990 and 
2000 Population Censuses - Republic of Mauritius
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As mentioned earlier, the current situation is mainly due to alterations brought to boundaries of Municipal
 Council Areas (MCA) and Village Council Area (VCA) boundaries in 1991 and 1992.  To enable like with like
 comparison, an estimate of the 1990 Census population according to revised boundaries was worked out. 
 Table 2.4(b) compares the 1990 Census urban and rural population worked out according the revised
 boundaries with the 2000 Census figures.  A different picture is obtained.  Trends that were observed in the
 past were more or less respected.  We thus note that the share of the urban population declined from 43.9% in
 1990 to 42.7% in 2000 and that the annual rate of increase in the urban regions (0.81%) was lower than that
 in the rural regions (1.32%).  In the urban regions, less important population increases were noted.  It should
 however be pointed out that Port-Louis whose population had been declining during the period 1972-1983 and
 1983-1990, registered a growth in 2000. 

Comparison of the 1990 and 2000 censuses figures by MCA/VCA will be made according to revised boundaries.

2.6   Population distribution and agglomeration 

Census 2000 figures indicated that the population was concentrated in the five Municipal Council Areas with

 around 43% of the total population living in only around 8.3% of the total land area; the remaining 57% were

 living in 124 Village Council Areas and in Rodrigues which together accounted for 91.7% of the land area.  The

 population densities per sq km in the MCAs, and in the VCAs including the Island of Rodrigues worked out to

 3,049 and 375 respectively.  The disparity in the population distribution is clearly depicted by the above.  It

 would be interesting to look at population dispersion and agglomeration at lower spatial units to see where they

 are located, how they have changed and look for possible reasons for such changes.
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1/ To enable like with like comparison - 1990 figures are according to revised boundaries

Table 2.5 shows the distribution of the MCAs and VCAs, and population therein by size class in 1990 and 2000. 

 Following changes in the administrative area boundaries including the integration of outside regions in

 administrative areas in 1991 and 1992, the number of VCAs has increased from 100 to 124.  Figures from the

 table show that we are moving towards more populated towns. 

At Census 2000, there were three MCAs, namely Port-Louis, Beau-Bassin/Rose-Hill and Vacoas/Phoenix, with

 more than 100,000 persons compared to only one, namely Port-Louis, in 1990.  The population of these three

 MCAs accounted for about 70% of the total urban population.  Out of the 124 VCAs, 48 had each a population
 of 5,000 or more, constituting 68% of the total VCA population and more than one third of the total

 population.  It is evident that there is a tendency for people to concentrate in few regions.   

Table 2.6 and Table 2.7 give the concentration of the population by region for year 1990 according to revised

 boundaries, and for year 2000.  We note there are many VCAs with quite high population density.  Thus in

 2000, 21 of them compared to 16 in 1990, have a population density higher than 1,000 persons per sq km. 

 Though a rural region, Mahebourg VCA continued to be the most densely populated region of the island with a

 population density of 7,333 persons per sq km in 2000.  This is well above the most densely populated town

 which is Beau-Bassin/Rose-Hill with a population density of 5,137 persons per square km. 

The town of Vacoas/Phoenix is the least densely populated urban region, with a density of 1,857 persons per sq

 km.  It is to be noted that vast area of land has been annexed to this administrative region following the

Table 2.5 - Population by size - class of Municipal / Village Council Area, 1990 and 2000 Population
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 revision of boundaries in 1991 and 1992. 

The town of Port-Louis, which is the leading MCA in terms of population size, is the second least 

densely populated urban region.  Its population and hence the density has  increased marginally during 

the period 1990-2000 even though more and more buildings are being used for commercial and business 

purposes, and rate of out-migration is high.  This may be due to people leaving the center for surrounding 

VCAs, and for the outskirts regions where housing units in the NHDC housing estates (Vallee des Pretres 

and Pointe aux Sables) were available. Surrounding VCAs where important increases in population 

densities were noted are Pailles VCA (from 537 in 1990 to 739 in 2000), Terre Rouge VCA (from 1,182 in 

1990 to 1,631 in 2000) and Baie du  Tombeau VCA (from 1,086 in 1990 to 1,640 in 2000).  
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Table 2.6 - Concentration of population by region, 1990 Population Census (Cont'd)
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Table 2.6 - Concentration of population by region, 1990 Population Census (cont'd) 
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Table 2.6 - Concentration of population by region, 1990 Population Census cont'd 
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Table 2.6 - Concentration of population by region, 1990 Population Census (cont'd) 
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Table 2.7 - Concentration of population by region, 2000 Population Census 
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Table 2.7 - Concentration of population by region, 2000 Population Census (cont'd)
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Table 2.7 - Concentration of population by region, 2000 Population Census (cont'd) 
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Table 2.7 - Concentration of population by region, 2000 Population Census (cont'd) 
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Maps 2.1 and 2.2 show the distribution of the population at Census 2000.  The distribution pattern has not changed 
much since 1990.  Physical land features, land use as well as availability of facilities and amenities  play an important 
role in the determination of the population settlement. It can be seen from the maps that  people tend to cluster in 
specific urban regions and along the main roads while vast regions of the country are  uninhabited.

Map 2.3 depicts the regional variation in the population density at Census 2000.  Density figures for the MCAs and 
the VCAs have been grouped into eight categories as shown in the legend.  The areas are shaded according  to these 
groupings from dark to light shades indicating high to low densities.  Highest population densities are  found mainly 
in and around the towns and lowest in areas with sugar plantations, forests, mountains,  reservoirs, etc.  
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 Map 2.1 : Mauritius - Population distribution, 2000
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Map 2.2 : Population distribution,  Municipal Council Areas , 2000   
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 Map 2.3 : Population density per sq. km by Municipal Council Areas and Village Council Areas -
 Census 2000

24

http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/Pages/2000/volumeIV/index.htm
http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/Pages/2000/volumeIV/index.htm
http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/Pages/2000/volumeIV/map.htm
http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/Pages/2000/volumeIV/fig21.htm
http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/Pages/2000/volumeIV/popu.htm
http://statsmauritius.govmu.org/English/Pages/2000/volumeIV/popu.htm


Fig 2.1: Concentration of population by Municipal Council Areas and Village Council Areas , 1990 &

 2000 Population Censuses - Lorenz Curves

A quantitative measure of the concentration of the population is given by the Gini Coefficient which worked 
out  to 0.633 in 2000 compared to 0.638 in 1990 (based on current boundaries).  This slight decrease in the 
Gini  Coefficient indicates that there had been improvement in the population distribution.  The 
corresponding Lorenz  curve is given in Figure 2.1.
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Chapter 3 – International Migration 

3.1            Introduction 

International migration is population movements between countries resulting in change of place of usual

 residence of the population.  It influences not only the demographic characteristics of receiving and sending

 countries, but also has socio-economic implications. 

Due to shortage of specific skills in fields where local manpower was insufficient or unavailable, the country had

 in the past from time to time recourse to foreign expertise to train local counterparts for eventual replacement. 

 According to the 1984-86 Development Plan, there were about 300 expatriates working in Mauritius and 120

 technical cooperation experts serving under various bilateral or multi lateral schemes in June 1894.  However,

 since the past decade, the number of expatriates had been increasing to reach about 16,000 in year 2000.  The

 type of resources the country is now looking for has changed from highly qualified experts to skilled factory

 workers.  Thus, more than 70 % of the expatriates are factory workers of the Export Processing Zone Sector

 where a shortage of skilled labour is being felt. 

Emigration, on the other hand, was quite high in the past and played an important role in the reduction of

 population growth rates in the early 60’s when the number of emigrants was about 1,000 annually.  It

 subsequently increased to culminate to a peak of 3,100 in 1968.  Thereafter, the number of long-term migrants

 dropped to about 200 in 1979.  The trend was then reversed; the number of persons leaving the country

 gradually increased to reach 3,300 in 1987.  After that period, the number of emigrants decreased to about 700

 in 1991. 

The trend in emigration is highly associated with the economic and social conditions prevailing in the country. 

 The decrease noted in the late seventies could be associated with a decrease in unemployment which dropped
 from 34,500 in 1972 to 16,800 in 1978 while the rise during the period 1978 – 1984 could be due to sharp
 increases in unemployment which attained a level as high as 70,000 in 1984.  Decreases in unemployment
 thereafter resulted in low emigration figures.  It should be mentioned that the immigration policy of receiving
 countries also has an incidence on the number of persons leaving the country.  Part of the emigration was the
 result of persons taking jobs temporarily in foreign countries. 

This chapter attempts to identify migration streams, trends, and patterns. 

3.2            Estimation of net international migration

3.2.1            International passenger traffic 

Table 3.1 gives the number of arrivals and departures based on international passenger traffic.  The figures

 comprise short-term migration movements (temporary visitors) as well as long-term migration movements

 (permanent migrants).  Given that arrivals and departures of temporary visitors would eventually cancel out in

 the long run, the excess of arrivals over departures would give an estimate of net in-migrants.
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For the period 1983 – 1990, there was an excess of departures over arrivals of about 21,400.  A different
 picture was observed during the period 1990 to 2000 when the number of arrivals exceeded the number of 
 departures by 56,800.  Sex ratio of out migrants for the period 1983 – 1990 was slightly in favour of females, 
 99.2 males per 100 females, while that of in migrants for the period 1990 - 2000 works out to 29.0 males per 
 100 females.

3.2.2    Passport and Immigration Office 

Table 3.2 gives the number of emigrants by sex for the years 1968 to 1994 and Table 3.3 the number of

 immigrants for the years 1968 to 1991. Figures for more recent years are not available.  These figures are from

 the Passport and Immigration Office and are according to the following definitions: 

•    An emigrant is a Mauritian resident who moves out to settle permanently to stay or work in

 another country. 

• An immigrant is a non-Mauritian who comes to stay or work in Mauritius for a period of more than

 one year. 

There were 15,900 emigrants and 4,100 immigrants during the period 1983 – 1990, i.e. a net out-migration of
 about 11,800.  This is much lower than the figures of migrants based on international passenger traffic
 statistics of the same period.  It is to be expected, as many potential emigrants may not report themselves as
 such when leaving the country. 

Table 3.1 - Passenger traffic by sex, 1983 - 2000
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Table 3.2 - Number of emigrants by sex, 1968- 1994

Table 3.3 - Number of immigrants by sex, 1968- 1991 
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An estimate of net international migration during the intercensal period can be worked out based on the

 population figures of the 1990 and 2000 censuses.  The difference between the 2000 population estimates,

 arrived at by surviving the 1990 census resident population using appropriate age-sex specific survival ratios,

 and the actual resident population obtained from the 2000 Population Census gives an estimate of net

 international migration during the period 1990 to 2000. 

The intercensal estimates of international migration based on age-sex specific survival ratios for the period 1990

– 2000 appeared to be in line with those for period 1983-1990, except that there was relatively less out-

migration among females during the period 1990-2000 than during the previous period.

Table 3.4 - Average annual net migration estimates during the intercensal periods, 1983-1990 and

 1990-2000

However, there are discrepancies between the estimates based on censuses’ data and those based on
 international passenger traffic statistics of the same period.  It should be noted that international passenger
 traffic statistics are retrieved from a system which is more geared to the control of movements of persons
 between Mauritius and foreign countries, rather than providing data on migration. 

3.3    Non-residents present in Mauritius on Census night 

On the night of Census 2000, there were 7,970 (4,042 males and 3,928 females) non-residents, that is, foreign

 visitors present in Mauritius compared to 5,542 (3,037 males and 2,505 females) at the 1990 Census.  Table

 3.5 gives the distribution of the non-residents present on Census night by age group and sex.  About 18% of

 those present were aged less than 20 years; some 60% and 16% were in the age brackets of 20 to 44 years
 and 45 to 59 years respectively while 6% were aged 60 years and over.

3.2.3    Census data
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The country of citizenship of the 7,970 non-residents who were in Mauritius on the Census night is given in
 Table 3.6.  About 700 of the non-residents reported as being citizens of Mauritius; some 4,900 or 61% were
 European, mostly French (20%), British (15%) and German (11%) and around 1,300 or 16% were African,
 mostly South African (12%).  The distribution by country is more or less in line with tourist statistics.

Table 3.6 Non resident present in Mauritius on Census night by country of citizenship and sex, 2000
 Population Census

3.4   Residents outside Mauritius on Census night 

About 9,100 (5,200 males and 3,900 females) residents were outside Mauritius on the 2000 Census night.  In

 1990, the number was almost the same.  A large majority, 65%, was in the age bracket 20 to 44 years.  About
 12% were below the age of 20 years; 13% in the age bracket of 45 to 59 years and 10% aged 60 years and
 over.

Table 3.5 - Percentage distribution of non residents present in Mauritius on Census night by age group, 
2000 Population Census
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Table 3.7 - Percentage distribution of resident outside Mauritius on Census night by age group, 2000
 Population Census 

3.5    Non-Mauritian residents 

Census 2000 enumerated around 15,500 non-Mauritian residents in the country, 5,700 of whom were males and
 9,800 were females, giving a sex ratio of 58 males per 100 females.  A majority or 85% of the non-Mauritian
 residents were in the age group of 20 to 44 years; those in the age brackets 0 to 19 years, 45 to 59 years and

 above 60 years constituted 7%, 6%, and 2% respectively.

Table 3.8 - Percentage distribution of non-mauritian resident population by age group and sex, 2000
 Population Census

Out of the 15,500 non-Mauritian residents, more than 50% came from China and about 20% from India.  About
 13% and 7% were from European and African countries respectively.
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As mentioned before, the non-Mauritian residents constituted an important source of skilled labour for our
 factories.  Thus, 12,800 or 82 % of them were in employment.  About 11,200 or 87% of those in employment 
 were working in the manufacturing industries.  Around 9,900 or 78% were employed as “Plant and machine 
 operators and assemblers” and 1,300 or 10% were employed as “Managers, professionals, and technicians”. 
 More than 62% of those employed had a primary level of education; about 23% a secondary level and 6% a 
 tertiary level of education

Table 3.10 - Employed non - mauritian resident population aged 12 years and over by industrial
 group and sex, 2000 Population Census 

Table 3.9 - Non-mauritian resident population by country of citizenship and sex, 2000 Population Census
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Table 3.11 - Employed non-mauritian resident population aged 12 years and over by occupational
 group and sex, 2000 Population Census 

Table 3.12 - Employed non - mauritian resident population aged 12 years and over by educational
 attainment and sex, 2000 Population Census 
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Chapter 4 – Internal Migration 

4.1   Introduction 

Migration can be defined as a form of mobility between two clearly defined geographic units.  The movement of
 people in space is a phenomenon in which distance of moves may vary from a few metres to many kilometres,
 and in which the duration of stay at destination may vary from a few hours to many years.  A considerable part
 of the movements is incidental to carrying on the activities of daily life – commuting to and from place of work,
 shopping, visiting, etc.  These types of activities are of interest to certain users; they are, however, to be
 distinguished from the type of mobility that involves a sustained or permanent sojourn in the place of
 destination.  It is the latter type of mobility that is envisaged by the concept of migration.  The essential
 character of migration is that it involves a change in place of usual residence. 

Migration is one of the three basic factors affecting change in the population of an area, the other two factors
 being births and deaths.  As mentioned in chapter 2, population growth had been uneven in the various
 districts of the country and that natural growth rate being more or less similar, the prime factor for differential
 growth was migration. 

Migration occurs more or less continually over time.  In order to study its incidence, data need to be compiled

 with reference to specified period of time.  In the 1972 Census, questions on migration pertained to place of
 birth, and location of establishment where persons worked.  However, data on location of establishment were
 not tabulated while data on place of birth were of limited use since the information collected did not allocate the
 time perspective of the movements, which could have taken place any time during the lifetime of the persons. 
 In 1983, the question on place of birth was replaced by two questions, namely place of residence one year ago
 and place of residence five years ago.  In addition, a question on place of usual residence was also introduced
 to complement the de facto count while the question on location of establishment was improved by a question
 on place of work.  Data thus collected allowed analysis of short duration movement, i.e. movements between
 place of residence and place of enumeration, migration in the last one and the last five years.  In 1990, the
 question on address one year ago was dropped, as results of the 1983 Census indicated that one-year
 migration was insignificant.  No changes were brought to the questions at Census 2000.

This chapter will analyse the 2000 Census data relating to the various types of migration, namely:

(i)  short duration movement (between place of residence and place of enumeration)

(ii)  five-year migration (1995 – 2000)

(iii)  intercensal migration (1990 – 2000) 

4.2    Short duration movement: place of usual residence versus place of enumeration 

Table 4.1 below shows the population by place of usual residence and place of enumeration by sex, i.e. the

 short duration movement of the population at Census night.  It is observed that short-duration movement

 between districts was insignificant at Census 2000; less than one percent of the population enumerated in any

 district reported to be resident of another district.  Similar results were obtained at the 1983 and 1990

 Censuses. 
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Table 4.1 - Present population by place of usual residence, place of enumeration and sex, 2000 Population 
Census

Both Sexes
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The districts of Black River, Plaines Wilhems and Port-Louis were accommodating the highest proportion of
 residents of other districts on the night of the Census.  In 1990, Pamplemousses, Black River and Port-Louis
 were the three districts with highest proportion of residents of other districts on the night of the Census.  A
 significant proportion of these movements may be attributable to movement towards institutions (hospitals,
 etc) as well as to seaside residences. 
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However, considering residents from outside Mauritius as well, it is found that Black River, Pamplemousses and 
Flacq had accommodated the highest proportion of non-residents on the night of the census.  It is to be noted 
that these districts have a large number of holiday resorts. 

Table 4.2 below shows that the total number of short duration movers was about 4,500 at Census 2000,

representing 0.38% of the enumerated population.  Compared to 1990, the volume had decreased (5,500 

representing 0.52% of the enumerated population in 1990).  At the two censuses, about 60% of movers were 

males and 40% were females. 

The districts of Plaines Wilhems, Black River and Rodrigues had more incoming than outgoing visitors, whilst the
 other districts had more out-going than in-coming visitors.

 2000 Population Census 

4.3    Migration during 1995 – 2000 

Analysis of migration during the five year period (1995-2000) is based on data collected through the question
 on place of usual residence 5 years ago and on place of current usual residence.  An important lacuna of such

 question is that information on movements during the five-year interval are not captured.  Furthermore, since

 the place of the usual residence 5 year ago was coded at the ward or village level, movements within the same

 area are not considered.  

Table 4.3 gives the population by district of usual residence in 1995 cross tabulated by district of usual place of

 residence in 2000 by sex.  During the five-year period, about 17,900 males and 29,900 females moved from

 one district to the other.  With an average estimated population of around 569,760 males and 578,540 females

 for the period 1995-2000, the annual average rate of migration comes to 0.63% for males and 1.03% for

 females.  The corresponding rates for 1978 – 1983 were 0.88% for males and 1.29% for females while those

Table 4.2 - Short duration movement between place of usual residence and place of enumeration,
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 for 1985 – 1990 were 0.67% and 1.05% respectively.  It is evident that the tempo of migration had slowed

 down during the recent years. 

At Census 2000, the sex ratio of 5-year migrants works out to 60 males per 100 females compared to 63 males

 per 100 females at the 1990 Census and 68 males per 100 females at the 1983 Census. This is to be expected

 since women, when married, move to the residence of their husband. 

Table 4.3 - Resident population aged 5 years and over by district of usual residence and district of
 residence 5 years ago, 2000 Population Census
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Table 4.4 derived from Table 4.3 shows the net movements between districts during the period 1995-2000.  The

 main loser is the district of Port-Louis, with a net migration outflow of 5,272 persons, followed by Savanne,

 Grand-Port, Island of Rodrigues, Moka and Flacq.  The largest beneficiary is Black River, with a net migration

 inflow of 3,502, followed by Plaines Wilhems, Pamplemousses and Riviere du Rempart.
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Maps 4.1 and 4.2 show the migratory flows between districts during the period 1995-2000 and 1985-1990
 respectively.  During the period 1995-2000, Port-Louis district lost mostly to its surrounding districts, namely,

 Pamplemousses, Plaines Wilhems and Black River.  Black River, the largest beneficiary, gained mainly from

 Plaine Wilhems and Port-Louis. 

The movement of migrants between the five urban areas and the rural regions is given in Table 4.5.  Urban 

regions experienced a net outflow of 1,410 migrants (12,348 persons moving from the rural to the urban region

 and 13,758 from urban to the rural region) to rural regions during the period 1995 – 2000.  Corresponding

 figures for the period 1985 – 1990 show similar movements; a net outflow of 2,079 migrants from the urban to

 the rural regions (13,188 from rural to urban regions and 15,267 from urban to rural regions) was noted. 

 Intra-urban movements during the 5-year period of 1995 – 2000 numbered 17,130 against 13,978 during

 period 1985 – 1990. 

The figures of Table 4.5, further summarised in Table 4.6 and supplemented with Maps 4.3 a - e,  show the
 rural/urban migration streams by sex  between 1995 and 2000.  Thus for males, the first line in Table 4.6
 indicates that 970 persons (i.e. 546 + 159 + 147 + 118 from Table 4.5) moved into Port-Louis from other
 urban regions whilst 1,475 persons (i.e 885+237+224+129) moved out of Port-Louis to other urban regions. 
 The net migration from Port Louis and the other urban regions works out to -505.

Table 4.4 - Net 5 year migration between districts 1995 & 2000 by sex (population aged 5 years 
and over), 2000 Population Census
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Map 4.1 : Net 5 - Year migration streams  between districts, 1995 - 2000 (In 
thousands excluding less than 500) 
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Map 4.2 : Net 5 - year migration streams  between districts, 1985 - 1990 (In 
thousands excluding less than 500) 
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Table 4.5 - Resident population aged 5 years and over by place of usual residence and place of residence 5 years before, 2000 Population Census

(a) BOTH SEXES

Residence in
 2000

Residence five years ago

Urban areas Rural areas

TotalPort
 Louis

Beau 
 Bassin/  

 R. Hill

Quatre
 Bornes

Vacoas/ 
 Phoenix

Cure- 
 pipe Total Pample-

 mousses
Riv. Du

 Rempart Flacq Grand
 Port Savanne Plaines

Wilhems Moka Black
 River

Rodri-
 gues
 & the
 outer
 islands

Total

Port Louis 125,078 1,227 347 415 299 127,366 1,571 332 252 181 133 2 715 378 301 3,865 131,231

B.Bassin/R.Hill 1,941 86,942 1,557 706 518 91,664 400 170 299 216 160 2 474 323 107 2,151 93,815

Quatre Bornes 574 2,053 63,462 831 436 67,356 252 193 227 212 183 13 392 285 65 1,822 69,178

Vacoas/Phoenix 558 708 1,017 85,232 1,364 88,879 308 197 256 488 374 25 486 149 78 2,361 91,240

Curepipe 339 439 473 1,328 67,103 69,682 175 151 212 602 456 38 309 111 95 2,149 71,831

Total urban 128,490 91,369 66,856 88,512 69,720 444,947 2,706 1,043 1,246 1,699 1,306 80 2,376 1,246 646 12,348 457,295

Pamplemousses 3,392 417 197 191 231 4,428 102,259 1,079 602 168 133 11 334 159 218 104,963 109,391

Riv. du
 Rempart 365 156 141 142 185 989 1,323 85,380 690 106 85 1 203 58 40 87,886 88,875

Flacq 247 179 126 207 208 967 631 569 111,456 383 115 18 658 95 56 113,981 114,948

Grand Port 144 155 181 304 407 1,191 161 120 276 93,584 916 53 247 76 54 95,487 96,678

Savanne 136 117 86 203 267 809 83 70 100 651 57,914 12 105 103 33 59,071 59,880

P. Wilhems
 (rural) 11 20 15 29 97 172 3 8 38 92 47 3,146 296 12 6 3,648 3,820

Moka 1,029 463 351 404 243 2,490 299 167 618 248 132 8 62,832 114 87 64,505 66,995

Black River 496 723 568 207 273 2,267 195 98 103 119 142 3 209 32,729 102 33,700 35,967

Rodrigues 198 79 36 75 57 445 141 29 23 57 35 5 62 58 31,269 31,679 32,124

Total rural 6,018 2,309 1,701 1,762 1,968 13,758 105,095 87,520 113,906 95,408 59,519 3,257 64,946 33,404 31,865 594,920 608,678

Total 134,508 93,678 68,557 90,274 71,688 458,705 107,801 88,563 115,152 97,107 60,825 3,337 67,322 34,650 32,511 607,268 1,065,973
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 Map 4.3a : Net 5 - year migration streams  between town of Port- Louis and other regions, 1995 -
 2000 (In units excluding less than 100) 
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 Map 4.3b : Net 5 - year migration streams  between town of Beau- Bassin / Rose Hill and other
 regions, 1995 - 2000 (In units excluding less than 100) 
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 Map 4.3c : Net 5 - year migration streams  between town of Quatre Bornes and other regions, 1995
 - 2000 (In units excluding less than 100) 
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 Map 4.3d : Net 5 - year migration streams  between town of Vacoas/ Phoenix and other regions,
 1995 - 2000 (In units excluding less than 100) 
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 Map 4.3e : Net 5 - year migration streams  between town of Curepipe and other regions, 1995 -
 2000 (In units excluding less than 100) 
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Among rural areas, Black River-rural and Plaines Wilhems-rural gained from both urban and other rural regions

 while Savanne and Rodrigues lost to both urban and other rural areas.  Rivière du Rempart, Flacq and Grand

 Port lost to urban but gained from rural regions.  A reverse situation is noted in the districts of Pamplemousses

 and Moka.

Table 4.7 gives the sex ratio of the population and the net migrants by broad age group.  The sex ratio of net
 migrants comes to 90 males to 100 females as compared with a sex ratio of 98 males to 100 females for the

 total population aged 5 years and above.  This indicates that relatively more females moved away from their

 residence five years before census date.  The difference is largest for the age-group 15-44 which includes

 mostly all persons of marriageable age. 

As expected, comparison of the age distribution of net migrants with that of the total population aged 5 years

 and above shows that the proportion of adults aged 15-44 is higher among net migrants, while the proportion

 of the old-age population among migrants is relatively smaller.  This indicates that the propensity to migrate is

 higher among the population of the age group 15 – 44 years and smaller for the old population. 

The age distribution of net migrants, as shown in Table 4.8, is roughly the same from one district to another,

 except in a few cases where the distribution is distorted by the size of the figures.  The preponderance of

 females occurs in most of the districts except in Pamplemousses, Flacq and Black River, where there are more

 males than females among net migrants. 
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4.4   Intercensal net migration 

So far, consideration has been restricted to the direct question bearing on migration, namely that based on

 usual residence at a given prior date.  It is now proposed to use data from the last two censuses on age

 distribution and geographical areas to arrive at an estimate of intercensal net migration.  This method will

 provide yet another estimate of net migration by district for the ten year interval 1990-2000. 

The basic information required is the number of persons classified by age and sex as enumerated in each district

 at the 1990 and 2000 Censuses and a set of survival ratios which can be applied to the population of the 1990

 Census in order to derive an estimate of the number of persons expected to survive at the 2000 Census. The

 difference between the enumerated population at the 2000 Census and the expected population gives an

 estimate of net migration for each district of the country. 

The assumptions underlying the Survival Ratio technique are:

(i)       the population is affected only by births and deaths and  not by external migration;

(ii)      the specific mortality rates are the same for each district as for the Republic of Mauritius;

(iii)      fertility as measured by child woman ratio is same for all districts of migration;

(iv)     the ratio of the degree of "completeness" for enumeration in each district (i.e. the proportion that 

any age-sex group bears to the true population) to that of the Republic is the same for the same

cohort in both censuses.
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Table 4.9 gives the 1990 population of the Republic by age and sex along with the 2000 population and the

 calculated Census Survival Ratios (C.S.R.).  Table 4.10 gives the age sex distribution by district in 1990 and

 Table 4.11 gives the figures for 2000.   

The 2000 expected population by age group, district and sex is obtained by multiplying the 1990 population by

 the corresponding survival rates.  Comparing the expected with the enumerated, one gets the net migration by

 age and sex as given in Table 4.12.  The method provides only net migration of those aged 10 years and above

 in 2000 as it is possible to survive only those who are alive at the earlier census for the ten years.  To obtain

 the estimated net migrants at younger ages, use is made of the child woman ratios based on the latter count. 

 Two types of child woman ratios based respectively on children aged 0-4 and 5-9 corresponding to women in

 the reproductive ages 15-44 and 20-49 are calculated.  To obtain the migrant children, one must keep in mind

 that there are two streams of women who migrated during the 10 years; those aged 15-44 who moved during

 1990-1995 and those aged 15-44 who moved during 1995-2000.  Again, there are two possibilities - the

 women may have brought a child with them or they had the child after the move in which case the child is not

 a migrant. 

In 2000, a child aged 0-4 could be a migrant only if it was brought by the woman aged 15-44 during the second

 half of the decade, whereas a child aged 5-9 in 2000 could have either come with a woman aged 15-44 during

 1990-1995 or with a woman aged 20-49 during 1995-2000.  Thus the chances for a child aged 0-4 to be a

 migrant is only 1/4.  However for a child aged 5-9 to be a migrant there are two possibilities.  He could have

 come with his mother when he was aged 0-4 during the first half of the decade or he could have come when he

 was already between ages 5-9 during the second half of the decade.  Thus, the chance for him to be a migrant

 is 3/4.  To obtain migrant children aged 0-4, the child woman ratio based on children 0-4 is multiplied by

 estimated net migrant women aged 15-44 and this result is further multiplied by 1/4. Similarly children aged 5-

9 are obtained by multiplying the child woman ratio based on children aged 5-9 by net migrant women aged 20-

49 and then multiplying the result by 3/4.  Using the result already obtained, that is, net migrant women aged

 15-44 and 20-49, the child migrants are estimated and entered in Table 4.13. 

From the estimates obtained in Tables 4.12(a) and (b), it is observed that Port-Louis and Grand Port lost male

 and female populations at all ages.  Port Louis, the main loser, lost 8,759 males and 9,681 females.  At the

 same time Plaines Wilhems and Black River gained male and female populations at all ages.  For the other

 districts, although some reverses are seen to occur in certain age-groups (which may be due to problems in the

 data, methodology, assumptions, etc), it is observed that on the whole Rodrigues, Grand Port, Flacq and

 Savanne lost population while Pamplemousses, Rivière du Rempart and Moka gained population. 

Considering net loss figures only, one can note that a total of around 13,400 males and 15,500 females of all
 ages moved from one district to the other during the intercensal period.  The number of persons aged 5 years
 and over who moved during the period 1990-2000 worked out to around 13,000 males and 15,100 females,
 giving an average annual figure of about 1,300 males and 1,510 females during the intercensal period. 
 Comparing this estimate with that of the 5-year migration where a net loss of about 720 males and 780
 females (Table 4.4) is observed annually, it is clear that the tempo of migration should have decreased in the
 recent years.
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4.5 Movement from residence to work place

One of the main goals of the national physical strategy is the improvement of inter urban and intra urban traffic

 flows through the formulation of long term road schemes and short term traffic management projects. Roads

 leading to the city have reached their traffic bearing capacity.  At peak hours, bumper to bumper traffic is a

 common occurrence between the capital and the urban areas such as Quatre-Bornes, Beau Bassin/Rose-Hill

 etc. 

Various measures have been implemented by the government to make traffic flow more fluid in certain regions. 

 Notable among them are one-way street systems and reorganization of parking facilities in the city centre.  In

 order to study the movement of people from place of usual residence to work place, a question on place of

 work was asked at the 2000 Population Census.  Each person was asked the name of the locality and district

 where he worked most of the time.  For persons who worked mainly at home, their place of work was reported

 as “at home”; the locality was then identified from the geographical location of their place of residence.  For

 those who worked as street vendors, the place where they spent most of their time at work was reported. 

 Drivers and salesmen inserted the place where they reported for work as the place of work. 

Table 4.13 gives the working population of the Island of Mauritius by sex, place of usual residence and place of
 work.  A total of 109,557 males and 44,906 females, representing 36.3% of males in employment and 29.5%
 of females in employment respectively, moved from their district of residence to another district for work. 
 Corresponding numbers obtained at the 1990 Population Census were 91,134 males and 29,541 females,
 representing 33.1% and 24.4% of the male and female working population respectively.  This indicates that the
 movement of people from residence to work place has increased in the recent years. 

Port-Louis district had the highest influx of workers with a total of 60,382 persons (42,330 males and 18,052

 females) entering the district for work every day.  About half (27,534) came from Plaines Wilhems, followed by

 Pamplemousses (12,045).  With an outflow of 12,436 persons (8,246 males and 4,190 females), the net gain

 was 47,946 for Port-Louis (34,084 males and 13,862 females).  Thus, on working days, the district of Port

 Louis has to cater for the needs of these additional persons in terms of facilities and services. 

The district of Plaines Wilhems registered a net loss of 20,115, as a result of an influx of 30,591 and an outflow

 of 50,706 workers.  More than one half of its outgoing workers converged to Port Louis.
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Table 4.14 gives place of residence and place of work by sex in the rural and urban areas.  It is seen that out of
 a total of 454,084 workers, 224,076 (49.3%) worked in urban region, while the remaining 230,008 (50.7%)
 worked in rural regions.  About 40% of all workers worked in a region other than that where they resided. 
 Thus, 55,579 workers moved daily from rural to urban areas while 31,405 moved from urban to rural areas.  A
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 total of 94,383 workers moved within the urban regions and the rural regions and 272,717 (105,101 in urban
 areas and 167,616 in rural) worked in their respective region of usual residence. 

Table 4.15 derived from table 4.14 shows the net movements between place of residence and place of work. 

 Thus for males the first line in Table 4.15 indicates that 19,228 male workers (7,518 + 4,062 + 4,097 + 3,551

 from Table 4.14) moved into town of Port-Louis from other urban regions whilst 3,130 (1,642 + 536 + 596 +

 356) moved out of Port-Louis to other urban regions.  The town of Port Louis, which registered the highest

 influx of workers, gained a total of 59,859 workers, 28,883 of whom came from the four towns namely Beau

 Bassin/Rose Hill, Quatre Bornes, Vacoas/Phoenix and Curepipe and 30,976 from the rural areas.  Rivière du

 Rempart, Flacq, Grand Port and Savanne lost both to urban and rural areas, whereas Pamplemousses, Moka

 and Black River lost mainly to urban areas.  

Table 4.16 shows the working population by urban/rural region of usual residence, place of work and

 occupational groups.  The highest mobility is observed among workers belonging to the class of white-collar

 jobs (legislators, senior officials, professionals, associate professionals, technicians and clerks).  In fact, 62.7%

 of the workers in this category moved to another region for work and of them, 71.7% moved to urban regions. 

 This is because most of the administrative, commercial, financial and business offices are found in the towns,

 mainly in the town of Port Louis, hence pulling each day a large number of office workers from every corner of

 the island.   

Substantial number of workers moving for work is also noticed in the other occupational groups: service

 workers, shop and sales workers (38%), craft and related trades workers (36%), plant and machine operators

 and assemblers (34%), and elementary occupations (28%). 

As expected, agriculture had the least mobility with only 18% of persons of that sector moving for work.  The

 low movement of workers can be explained by the fact that most of the agricultural workers are either housed

 in the houses provided by the sugar estates or lived in neighbouring localities.
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4.6       Urbanisation - Urban/rural differentials 

4.6.1 - Population density

Urban areas are located only in the Island of Mauritius, mainly in the North West. They occupy the whole district

 of Port-Louis and part of the districts of Plaines Wilhems, Black River and Moka.  These regions are

 administered by five municipalities, namely, Port-Louis, Beau Bassin/Rose-Hill, Quatre-Bornes, Vacoas/Phoenix

 and Curepipe.  The urban area boundaries that prevailed at the 1990 Census were delimited in 1965 and

 represented about 5% of total land of the Island of Mauritius (1,865 Km2).  In 1991, a revision of the urban

 area boundaries was undertaken, leading to the expansion of the existing towns which now cover around 165

 Km2 or 8.8% of the total area of the island.   

Table 4.18 gives the population density of the urban and rural regions at the last two censuses.  Urban regions

 are much more densely populated than rural regions, mainly because rural regions include vast uninhabited  
areas, such as agricultural lands, natural reserves and forests.  Although the new delimitation of the urban area 
boundaries of 1991 has brought about substantial decrease in the difference in the population density between  
urban and rural areas, the disparity is still enormous.  Thus, in 2000 the population density in the urban areas  
stood at 3,049 against 376 in the rural areas.  The corresponding figures in 1990 were 2,816 and 328  
respectively

4.6.2 - Age-Sex differentials 

Table 4.19 gives the age and the sex composition of urban and rural population.  

Sex ratio in the urban areas works out to 97 males per 100 females, compared to 99 males to 100 females in

 the rural population, indicating that there were relatively more females than males in the urban regions than in

 the rural regions.  The age distribution of the urban and rural population indicates that the proportions of

 children aged 0 – 14 years and of the population in the age bracket 15 –49 years were higher in rural regions

 while urban regions had higher proportion of persons aged 50 years and above.  Although the difference in the

 proportions is not substantial, it nevertheless indicates that the urban areas have a relatively older population. 
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Chapter 5 - Conclusion

5.1       Main findings 

5.1.1 - Population distribution, agglomeration and urbanisation 

The 2000 Population Census results reveal that, out of a total population of 1,178,848, 43% were living in urban

 regions and 57% in rural areas.  Population growth rate in the urban regions was much lower than that in the

 rural regions, the annual rates being 0.81% and 1.32% respectively.  This is the result of people moving out of

 the urban areas to settle in rural areas.  However, large gaps were still observed between the urban and rural

 population densities.  Thus, in 2000 the urban population was concentrated in 8.3% of the total land area while

 the rural population was occupying 91.7% of the land area.  The population density in the urban areas worked

 out to 3049 persons per square km, compared to 375 in rural areas.  Analysis at lower spatial unit however

 shows that several rural areas were among those with high population concentration.  Among them was the

 most densely populated village of Mahebourg with about 7,300 persons per sq km.  The concentration of the

 population as measured by the Gini coefficient indicates a very marginal improvement in the population

 distribution in 2000 (0.633) as compared to 1990 (0.638). 

5.1.2    Internal Migration 

Short duration movement between place of residence and place of enumeration was found to be very small. 

 Thus, about 4,500 persons, representing 0.38% of the enumerated population, were counted in a district other

 than the district of their usual residence.  About 60% of the movers were males and 40% were females. 

Compared to 1990, the volume of short duration movement had decreased; a movement of about 5,500

 persons representing 0.52% of the enumerated population was then observed. 

Comparison between district of usual residence at the Census and district of usual residence five years ago
 shows that, about 47,800 persons have changed district of usual residence during the period from 1995 to
 2000.  About 37% of them were males and 63% were females.  The largest net migration outflow was
 observed in the district of Port Louis with about 5,300 net out-migrants.  The district of Black River was the
 largest beneficiary with a net migration inflow of 3,500.  If urban-rural movements are considered, it is found
 that about 12,300 persons moved from rural to urban regions while about 13,800 moved from urban to rural
 regions.  Intra urban movements were around 17,100. 

During the intercensal period, a total of around 13,400 males and 15,500 females of all ages is estimated to
 have moved from one district to the other. 

5.1.3    Movement between place of usual residence and work place 

Out of a total of 454,100 workers, about 224,100 aged 12 years and over, or 49%, worked in urban areas and

 230,000, or 51%, in rural areas.  Around 55,600 workers moved from rural to urban regions for work, 31,400

 from urban to rural regions while 272,700 worked in their respective regions of usual residence.  The district of

 Port Louis was seen to receive the highest influx of workers.  Out of a total of 94,600 persons working in that

 district, about 60,400 persons were residents of the other districts.  More that 45% of them came from the
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 district of Plaines Wilhems. 

Workers in the Financial and business services, Electricity, gas and water supply, as well as in the Public

 administration had the highest mobility, with more than 60% of them worked in areas different from the one

 where they usually reside.  About 45% of workers in the construction, transport, education, and health

 industries were reported as working in a region different from their place of residence.  About 36% of workers

 of the manufacturing industry were in that situation.

5.2       Future Action 

Results of the 2000 Housing and Population Census have so far been disseminated in issues of Economic and

 Social Indicators and in table reports while analysis and evaluation will be published in a series of analytical

 reports. 

It is proposed to develop a census atlas using MAPINFO with the view to ensuring a broader awareness of
 census data.  While the available products are targeted at users with some statistical background, the census

 atlas will aim at the general public and other non-expert users.  The atlas will bring together maps, tables,

 graphs and charts in an informative, and visually appealing and friendly manner. 

The atlas can either be a static pre-prepared map presentation, either in printed or in digital form, where the

 user can view the content only; or a dynamic digital presentation, based on a thematic mapping interface which

 combines digital maps and databases and which allows users to produce custom maps of census indicators. 

 Users will, in this case, have to be provided with an easy-to-use package together with the maps and data. 

Given that it is the first time the office will be undertaking such an exercise, the atlas will be of static type, and

 will be available in printed and in digital formats. 
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