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Export Oriented Enterprises 
1st Quarter 2013
1.
Introduction

Statistics Mauritius carries out the Quarterly Survey of Employment in the Export Oriented Enterprises (EOE) so as to obtain a continuous series of comparable data on the level of employment in these enterprises. 
EOE consist of enterprises formerly holding an EPZ certificate as well as enterprises manufacturing goods for export and holding a registration certificate issued by the Board of Investment.

This issue of Economic and Social Indicators (ESI) presents provisional results of the survey for the first quarter of 2013, conducted at the end of March 2013. 
It also includes provisional figures on EOE exports (f.o.b) and imports (c.i.f) for the                 1st quarter of 2013 and for the year 2012 as well as revised figures for the year 2011, compiled from declarations lodged at the Mauritius Revenue Authority (MRA) - Customs Department by importers and exporters. 
Key Figures

	Number
	2012
	2013
	Change (%)

	
	March 
	December
	March
	March 2012 - March 2013
	 December 2012 - March 2013

	Enterprises
	354
	337
	329
	- 7.1   
	- 2.4   

	of which Large1
	283
	269
	263
	- 7.1   
	- 2.2   

	Employment
	55,127
	54,187
	54,908
	- 0.4   
	+ 1.3   

	of which:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Male
	23,393
	23,380
	25,103
	+ 7.3   
	+ 7.4   

	Female
	31,734
	30,807
	29,805
	- 6.1   
	- 3.3   

	Expatriates
	18,559
	19,199
	20,663
	+ 11.3   
	+ 7.6   

	R Million
	1st Quarter
	4th Quarter
	1st Quarter
	1st Q12 -  1st Q13
	4th Q12 - 1st Q13

	Exports (f.o.b)
	10,880
	12,172
	10,914
	+ 0.3   
	- 10.3   

	Imports (c.i.f)
	5,756
	8,032
	6,555
	+ 13.9   
	- 18.4   

	Net exports
	5,124
	4,140
	4,359
	- 14.9   
	+ 5.3   

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1Large enterprises are those with 10 or more employees
	


2.
Number of enterprises 
The number of EOE decreased by 2.4% from 337 at the end of December 2012 to 329 at the end of the March 2013, following the closures of 8 enterprises producing “Textile yarn and fabrics”, “Wearing apparel”, “Jewellery & related articles” and “Toys & carnival articles” (Table 1.2). Out of these 8 enterprises, 6 were ‘large’ enterprises with 10 or more employees (Table 1.4).
Compared to March 2012, the number of enterprises was down by 25 (7.1%), 20 of them were ‘large’ enterprises.
3.
Employment 

3.1    Employment during 1st Quarter 2013 
During the first quarter of 2013, EOE employed around 54,908 persons, of whom:

· 36,756 (67.0%) were engaged in enterprises manufacturing wearing apparels;
· 25,103 (45.7%) were males and 29,805 (54.3%) were females; 
· 20,663 (37.6%) were foreign workers (expatriates), including 16,559 in enterprises manufacturing wearing apparels.
From December 2012 to March 2013 (Tables 1.5 – 1.8):

(i) EOE employment increased by 721 (+1.3%) from 54,187 (23,380 males and 30,807 females) at the end of December 2012 to 54,908 (25,103 males and 29,805 females) at the end of March 2013. The main changes are as follows:
· Male employment rose by 1,723 (+7.4%); 
· The number of expatriates was up by 1,464 (+7.6%); 
· Female employment dropped by 1,002 (-3.3%).
(ii)  2,435 jobs were created, of which 1,696 were in “Wearing apparel” enterprises, following the expansion of 17 existing enterprises.
(iii)  1,714 jobs were lost, out of which:

· 1,053 occurred in “Wearing apparel” enterprises;
· 1,254 were due to the reduction of workforce by 11 existing enterprises and 460 through the closures of 8 enterprises.
3.2    Evolution of employment from March 2012 to March 2013
From March 2012 to March 2013:

(i) Total employment decreased by 219 (-0.4%) from 55,127 to 54,908:-
· Male employment increased by 1,710 (+7.3%), while
· Female employment decreased by 1,929 (-6.1%).
(ii)  Employment of foreign workers increased by 2,104 (11.3%).  
(iii)  Increases were noted mainly in enterprises engaged in the production of:-
· “Food”, with a net increase of 133 jobs from 4,768 to 4,901; and
· “Textile yarn and fabrics”, with a net increase of 99 jobs from 4,107 to 4,206.

(iv)  Decreases occurred in enterprises engaged mainly in the following product groups:-

·  “Jewellery and related articles”, with a net decrease of 174 jobs from 1,337 to 1,163;
· “Other products”, with a net decrease of 229 jobs from 4,833 to 4,604.
Details of changes in employment by product group are given in Table 1.7. 
4.
Exports and Imports 
4.1
Exports and Imports during 1st Quarter 2013
4.1.1 Exports (f.o.b)
Provisional figures show that EOE exports during the first quarter of 2013 amounted to 
R 10,914 million. The main commodities exported were:

· “Articles of apparel and clothing” R 5,264 million (48.2%);

· “Fish and fish preparations” R 2,812 million (25.8%); and 
· “Textile yarns, fabrics, made up articles” R 631 million (5.8%). 
The United Kingdom (UK), France and United States of America are the principal EOE markets, together accounting for R 5,744 million or around 52.6% of total exports. The Republic of South Africa, Spain, Italy and the Republic of Malagasy are among the other main destinations of our EOE exports (Table 1.12).
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From the last quarter of 2012 to the first quarter of 2013:

(i) EOE exports decreased by R 1,258 million or 10.3%, mainly resulting from decreases in the exports of:-

· “Articles of apparel and clothing” (-R 808 million or -13.3%);
· “Pearls, precious & semi-precious stones” (-R 282 million or -37.6%);

· “Jewellery, goldsmiths & silversmiths wares” (-R 103 million or -23.7%);

· “Live animals other than fish” (-R 73 million or -35.3%); 
(ii) This was partly offset by increases in the exports of:-

· “Fish & fish preparations” (+R 74 million or +2.7%);
· “Watches and clocks” (+R 47 million or +38.2%); and
· “Medicaments (including veterinary medicaments)” (+R 15 million or +46.9%).
(iii)  Main changes in exports by country were as follows:-

· Netherlands increased by R 231 million (+88.2%); 
· Spain increased by R 112 million (+24.4%);
· Republic of South Africa decreased by R 515 million (-27.6%); and

· United Kingdom decreased by R 289 million (-9.8%).

4.1.2 Imports (c.i.f)

EOE imports for the first quarter of 2013 were estimated at R 6,555 million, of which:

· 27.7% were “Fish and fish preparations” (R 1,817 million); 

· 20.1% were “Textile yarn and fabrics” (R 1,319 million); and 

· 9.2% were “Pearls, precious and semi-precious stones” (R 602 million). 

Compared to the last quarter of 2012, imports decreased by R 1,477 million (-18.4%), mainly as a result of lower imports of raw materials (-19.2%) (Table 1.9 and 1.11).  
4.2 Evolution of exports and imports from 1st quarter 2012 to 1st quarter 2013

Compared to the corresponding quarter of 2012:

(i) Exports increased by 0.3% or R 34 million.

(ii) Imports increased by 13.9% or R 799 million. 

4.3 Balance of Visible Trade

Net exports, i.e. exports minus imports, amounted to R 4,359 million in the 1st quarter of 2013. Its ratio to total exports works out to around 40% compared to 34% in the previous quarter and 47% in the corresponding quarter of 2012 (Table 1.9).
4.4 EOE sales to the Freeport
The above external trade figures do not include transactions of the EOE with the Freeport. EOE sales to the Freeport are considered as local sales and were valued at R 53 million in the first quarter of 2013 compared to R 70 million in first quarter of 2012. These sales are included in the exports of Freeport, as and when the goods leave the country.
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