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Introduction

Statistics on business activity presented in this publication cover activities in the Island of Mauritius which are:

(i) 
licensed with the local authorities (registered with the appropriate municipalities and district councils), or

(ii) 
registered with organisations such as the Medical and Dental Council, the National Transport Authority, the Tourism Authority, etc.
The statistics refer to the total number of licensed or registered activities and not to the total number of operation units or enterprises. They exclude agricultural activities.


2.  Evolution of licences between December 2011 and December 2012
The number of licences increased by around 3% from 106,667 in December 2011 to 109,714 in December 2012 (Table 1). During this period, 6,668 new licences were issued, the majority of which (4,259 or 64%) was in the industry group ‘Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motor cycles’, while 3,621 licences were cancelled. 

3. Registrations by industry group
The number of registered activities increased by 2% from 33,208 in December 2011 to reach 33,991 in December 2012 (Table 3).  This represents an increase of 783 activities of which 335 (43%) from the industry group ‘Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles’, 158 (20%) from the group ‘Arts, entertainment and recreation’ and 156 (20%) for the group ‘Human health and social work activities’.
4.  Business activities
Between December 2011 and December 2012, the total number of business activities (computed as the number of licences and registrations after adjusting for activities that are both registered and licensed) increased by around 3% from 133,723 to 138,236, of which 61% (72,991) falls under the industry group ‘Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles’ and 16% (10,542) under industry group ‘Accommodation and food service activities’ (Table 5).
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5.  Business activities by district
Plaines Wilhems district which has the highest population, ranked first in terms of number of business activities (38,765 or 28%), as indicated in Table 6. Port Louis which is the capital city of Mauritius with a relatively lower population size and which is considered as the centre of business activities of the island, ranked second  (23,952 or 17%). On the other extreme, Savanne which is the smallest district in terms of population, had also the smallest number of business activities (5,857 or 4%).
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Technical Notes

   1.
Coverage

Statistics published in this report pertain only to activities that are either licensed or registered in the Island of Mauritius.  They exclude agricultural-related activities, except those in the manufacture of food products.

2.  
Definitions

Licences

Statistics on licences relate to the number of licences as delivered by the local authorities. By law an operator is required to obtain a licence from the Municipal or District Councils. 

Registrations

Statistics on registrations are those as registered with the appropriate Ministries or organisations (e.g. Ministry of Education and Human Resources, the Medical Council, the National Transport Authority, the Tourism Authority, etc.) in order to operate. 

Holders of both licence and registration certificates

In some cases, an operator may hold both a licence and a registration certificate. To avoid double counting, while compiling statistics on both licences and registrations, such activities have been accounted for in registration only. For example, the owner of a bus, besides registering his vehicle with the National Transport Authority may also hold a licence issued by a local authority. In the table giving figures for both licences and registrations, the activity of the bus owner is accounted for in registration only. 

3.
Classification used

To cater for the wide range and diverse business activities each activity has been assigned an activity code according to the National Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities Revision 2 (NSIC 2), which is an adapted version of the International Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities (ISIC), Rev. 4 of 2007.
	
	
	
	
	


NSIC 2 consists of 5 levels of classification namely:


Level 1:  Section
(21 sections) identified by the letters A to U

Level 2:  Division
(88  divisions) identified by the first 2 digits
Level 3:  Group
(238  groups) identified by the first 3 digits
Level 4:  Classes
(419  classes) identified by the first 4 digits
Level 5:  Sub class
(804  sub classes) identified by the 5 digits
The 21 new sections are as follows:

Section
Description






Division
A
Agriculture, forestry and fishing




01-03
B
Mining and quarrying





05-09
C
Manufacturing






10-33
D
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply

35
E
Water supply; sewerage, waste management and remediation




activities 







36-39
F
Construction






41-43
G
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and


 


Motorcycles






45-47
H         
Transportation and storage




49-53
I
Accommodation and food service activities


55-56
J
Information and communication




58-63
K
Financial and insurance activities




64-66
L
Real estate activities





68
M
Professional, scientific and technical activities


69-75
N
Administrative and support service activities


77-82
O
Public administration and defence; compulsory social security
84
P
Education







85
Q
Human health and social work activities



86-88
R
Arts, entertainment and recreation



90-93
S
Other service activities





94-96
T
Activities of households as employers; undifferentiated goods
 


and services-producing activities of households for own use
97-98
U
Activities of extra territorial organisations and bodies

99
4.
Data sources


Licences:
-
Municipalities and District Councils 


Registrations: 
-
National Transport Authority (Public transport)          


      -
Ministry of Education and Human Resources (Private     schools)


-
Judicial Department (Legal activities)
-
Professional Councils (Medical Practitioners, Dentists,  

Architects, etc.)     



-
Board of Investment (Freeport companies)
-
Financial Services Commission (Offshore Companies)      
     



-
The Police Department (Driving schools)


 -  Tourism Authority

-  Beach Authority
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Note to users 


Henceforth business activities are classified according to the National Standard Industrial Classification Revision 2 (NSIC 2) instead of NSIC 1. Comparable statistics on business activities for December 2011 and December 2012 based on NSIC 2 are at Tables 1, 3 and 5.








