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Introduction

Statistics on business activities undertaken in the Island of Mauritius are compiled mainly from administrative records.  They cover activities which are either licensed with the local authorities (registered with the appropriate municipalities and district councils) or organisations such as the Medical and Dental Council, the National Transport Authority, the Tourism Authority, etc.  All agricultural activities are presently excluded.

It is to be noted that statistics on business activity presented in this publication refer to the total number of licensed or registered activities and not to the total number of operation units or enterprises. 

With the coming into operation of the Business Registration and Business Facilitation Acts on the 1st October 2006 and amendments brought to various regulations, several trades have been grouped under different clusters. As a result, an operator may carry out several activities grouped within the same cluster without having to hold separate licences.
Consequently, statistics on licences and registrations collected prior to 1st October 2006 are not strictly comparable with those collected after that date.  Care should therefore be taken when comparing figures presented in this publication with figures published prior to October 2006. 

2.  Evolution of licences between July 2009 and June 2010
The total number of licences as at June 2010 was to 101,697, representing an increase of around 7% over the figure of 94,609 as at end of June 2009 (Table 1). During the period July 2009 to June 2010, some 9,798 new licences 
were issued, the majority of which (6,542 or 67%)  was  in the industry group ‘Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles, personal and household goods’. For the period under review 2,710 licences were cancelled. 

 Table 2 gives the distribution of licences by industry group and district.
3. Registrations by industry group and district

The number of registered activities increased by 3% from 31,618 in June 2009 to reach 32,609 in June 2010. This represents an increase of 991 activities of which 289 (29%) were from the industry group ‘Real estate, renting and business activities’, 285 (29%) from the group ‘Health and social work’ and 239 (24%) from the group ‘Transport, storage and communications’.
4.  Adjusted licences and registrations

Table 4 shows the total number of licences and registrations as at June 2010, adjusted for double counting. Activities which are both licensed and registered are included in registrations only.
The total number of adjusted licences and registrations increased by around 7% from 120,076 in June 2009 to 128,155 in June 2010. An analysis by industry group, shows that the majority of activities (69,935 or 55%) falls under the group ‘Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles, personal and household goods’, followed by ‘Transport, storage and communications’ with 22,781 activities (18%).

Fig.1: Adjusted licences and registrations
           by industry group as at June 2010
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5.  Adjusted licences and registrations by industry group and region
Table 5 shows the distribution of adjusted licences and registrations by industry group and region (urban and rural).  The number of activities was higher (55%) in rural areas compared to urban ones. Activities predominant in the rural regions were from the industry groups ‘Other community, social and personal service activities’ (67%), ‘Hotels and restaurants’ (65%) and ‘Transport, storage and communications’ (57%).  On the other hand, activities pertaining to the following industry groups were found mostly in the urban areas: ‘Health and social work’ (71%), ‘Real estate, renting and business activities’ (61%) and ‘Education’ (55%).
6.  Adjusted licences and registrations by industry group and district
Table 6 shows that the district of Plaines Wilhems accounted for the highest number of adjusted licences and registrations (35,104 or 27%), followed by the district of Port Louis (22,633 or 18%) whilst the district of Savanne had the smallest number with 5,492 (4%) of activities.
Fig.2: Adjusted licences and registrations 
           by district as at June 2010
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7.  Adjusted licences and registrations by activity, district and industry group
Tables 7.1 to 7.8 give a breakdown of the adjusted licences and registrations for the different industry groups, by activity and district
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