AGRICULTURAL AND FISH PRODUCTION

 Year 2006

Introduction

This issue of the Economic and Social Indicators presents data on agricultural and fish production for the Island of Mauritius for the year 2006, as well as revised figures for year 2005.  Table 1 shows area harvested and production in respect of the main agricultural crops while Table 2 shows production of the main agro-industrial products. Details on the sugar industry and food crops are given in Tables 3 and 6 respectively.

It is to be noted that the production of sugar cane, tea, food crops and tobacco was affected by heavy rainfalls at the beginning of 2006 and to some extent by the passage of cyclone Diwa in March 2006.




2. Sugar cane

The production of sugar cane fell by 4.7% from 4,984,058 tonnes in 2005 to 4,748,903 tonnes in 2006. This was the result of unfavourable weather conditions coupled with a drop of 2.5% in area harvested, from 68,350 to 66,657 hectares. The yield per hectare followed a downward trend as well. It dropped by 2.3% from 72.92 tonnes in 2005 to 71.24 tonnes in 2006.





The average extraction rate was 10.64% as compared to 10.44% in 2005, representing an increase of 1.9%. The decrease in production of cane has led to a short fall of 2.9% in the production of sugar: from 519,816 tonnes in 2005 to 504,857 tonnes in 2006.

3. Tea

The area under tea plantation in 2006 was 688 hectares, representing an increase of 2.7% over the figure of 670 hectares in 2005. The production of green tea leaves rose by 12.5%: 7,649 tonnes as compared to 6,798 tonnes in 2005.

Production of manufactured tea grew by 13.0% from 1,387 tonnes in 2005 to 1,567 tonnes in 2006.    Further details on tea are given in Table 4.

4.  Tobacco

An area of 287 hectares under tobacco cultivation was harvested in 2006, that is 17.5% lower than the 348 hectares harvested in 2005. Consequently, the production of tobacco leaves dropped by 17.1%, from 357 tonnes in 2005 to 296 tonnes in 2006.

5.  Food crops

Data on food crops production are supplied by the Agricultural Research and Extension Unit (AREU). Figures are thereafter adjusted to take into account backyard production, namely banana, eddoes, manioc and sweet potato.

Area under food crops harvested registered a rise of 2.8% from 6,901 hectares in 2005 to 7,091 hectares in 2006. As a consequence, the production of food crops increased by 7.3% from 96,782 tonnes in 2005 to 103,881 tonnes in 2006.

6.  Livestock

In 2006, the production of beef from live cattle decreased by 11.9% to 2,188 tonnes from 2,484 tonnes in 2005. The quantum of beef production from the slaughter of imported cattle receded by 13.4% from 2,411 tonnes in 2005 to 2,088 tonnes in 2006.  Local beef production (including live cattle from Rodrigues) rose by 37.0%, from 73 tonnes to 100 tonnes. Local production of beef for 2006 accounted for 4.6% of the total.

The production of goat meat and mutton moved downwards by 10.8% from 111 tonnes in 2005 to 99 tonnes in 2006. The share of local production, inclusive of imports from Rodrigues, was 29.5%.

Production of pork decreased by 3.9% from 709 tonnes in 2005 to 681 tonnes in 2006.

7. Poultry

The production of poultry went up by 9.0% from 33,000 tonnes in 2005 to 36,000 tonnes in 2006.
8. Fish

Fish production fell by 4.1% from 8,982 tonnes in 2005 to 8,617 tonnes in 2006. Fresh coastal fish catch grew by 0.2% whilst other catch (tuna, bank, etc) declined by 5.2%. 
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