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AGRICULTURAL AND FISH PRODUCTION

 Year 2004
Introduction



This issue of the Economic and Social Indicator presents data on agricultural and fish production for the Island of Mauritius for the year 2004, as well as revised figures for year 2003. Table 1 shows area harvested and production in respect of the main agricultural crops while Table 2 shows production of the main agro-industrial products. Details on the sugar industry and foodcrops are given at Tables 3 and 6 respectively.

2.  Sugar cane



The net favourable climatic conditions that prevailed in 2004 resulted in an increase of 1.6% in the production of cane: 5,280,370 tonnes in 2004 as compared to 5,199,384 tonnes in 2003. Total area harvested decreased slightly by 1,103 hectares (-1.6 %) from 70,998 hectares in 2003 to 69,895 hectares in 2004 while the yield per hectare went up by 3.2% from 73.23 tonnes to 75.55 tonnes.

 

The average extraction rate was 10.85% as compared to 10.34% in 2003, representing a rise of 4.9%. The increase in production of sugar cane in 2004 coupled with a higher extraction rate  has led to an increase of 6.6% in the production of sugar: from 537,155 tonnes in 2003 to 572,408 tonnes in 2004.

3.  Tea



The area under tea plantation in 2004 was 674 hectares, representing a drop of 1.0% as compared to 681 hectares in 2003. On the other hand, production of green tea leaves went up by 3.7%: 7,229 tonnes as compared to 6,973 tonnes for 2003. 



Production of black tea rose by 3.2% from 1,436 tonnes in 2003 to 1,482 tonnes in 2004. More details on tea are given in Table 4.

4.  Tobacco



An area of 407 hectares under tobacco cultivation was harvested in 2004, which is 7.4% higher than the 379 hectares in 2003. However, the production of tobacco leaves declined by 3.1% from 424 tonnes to 411 tonnes as a consequence of excessive rainfall and leaf necrosis disease.

5.  Foodcrops



Data on foodcrops production are supplied by the Agricultural Research and Extension Unit (AREU). Figures are thereafter adjusted to take into account backyard production, namely banana, eddoes, manioc and sweet potato.

 
Compared to 2003, production of foodcrops in 2004 showed a rise of 9.4% from 103,455 tonnes to 113,164 as a result of favourable climatic conditions. Area harvested registered an increase of 4.1% from 7,228 hectares in 2003 to 7,526 hectares.

6.  Livestock



The production of beef from live cattle decreased by 2.0% in 2004 to reach 2,456 tonnes against 2,505 tonnes in 2003. Beef production from the slaughter of imported cattle rose slightly by 0.7%, from 2,303 tonnes to 2,319 tonnes, whilst local beef production (including live cattle from Rodrigues) dropped significantly by 32.2%, from 202 tonnes in 2003 to 137 tonnes. Local production accounted for 5.6% of total beef production.



Compared to 2003, the production of goat meat and mutton remained unchanged in 2004, that is 107 tonnes. The share of local production, inclusive of imports from Rodrigues, was 25.0%.



Production of pork decreased by 5.2% from 784 tonnes in 2003 to 743 tonnes in 2004.

7.  Fish



In 2004, total fish production dropped by 2.0% from 9,709 tonnes in 2003 to 9,513 tonnes. Fresh coastal fish catch registered a drop of 5.8%, while other catch (tuna, bank, etc) declined by 1.0%. 

Central Statistics Office

Ministry of Finance and Economic Development

March 2005








Mr. B.Unmar


Statistician (Agriculture Unit)


Central Statistics Office


5th Floor, L.I.C Centre


Port Louis


Tel: 213-3073


Fax: 211-4150


	Email: cso_agriculture@mail.gov.mu					









