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Introduction

This issue of the "Economic and Social Indicators" presents the results of the
"Quarterly Survey of Employment" carried out at the end of June 1998 in the Export
Processing Zone and among the Pioneer Status Enterprises. The latter are "small
and medium" enterprises engaged, mainly, in activities involving the application of
high technology.

|. The Export Processing Zone (EPZ)

(i) Number of enterprises

The number of EPZ enterprises at the end of the 2nd
quarter of 1998 remained at the same level as at the end of the
previous quarter, i.e., and 485. Compared to the same quarter a
year ago, this represents an increase of 7 enterprises.

During the 2nd quarter, 8 enterprises closed down and 8
new enterprises started operation. In "Wearing apparel”, the most
important group in the EPZ, the coming into_operation of 3 new
enterprises was offset by 3 closures. The distribution of
enterprises by product group is given in Table 1.6.

(i) Employment evolution, 2nd quarter 1998

At the end of June 1998, employment in the EPZ stood
at 87,057 showing an increase of 988 over the previous quarter
figure of 86,069. The number of female employees went up by
3;7 6t§ 59,294 whilst male employment increased by 541 to

,763.

As shown in Table 1.5, during the 2nd quarter of 1998, a
total of 2,827 jobs were created mainly through expansion in 24
existing enterprises. The number of jobs created by the 8 new
enterprises was only 131. On the other hand, 1,839 jobs were
lost: 1,327 through reduction in 12 existing enterprises and 512
following the closure of 8 enterprises.

Foreign workers, who numbered 9,126 at the beginning
of the quarter, rose by 602 to reach 9,728 at the end of June
1998. Among males, employment went up by 235 whilst among
females, there was an increase of 367.

“Wearing apparel”, the product group with the highest
employment witnessed an increase of 798 bringing the number of
employees to 72,542. Within the group, “Other garments”
increased by 1,020 whilst employment in “Pullovers and other
knitted garments” fell by 222. Details of net change in
employment by product group are shown in Table 1.7.



ii

(iii) Employment evolution, June 1997 - June 1998

Comparison of June 1997 and June 1998 figures shows
a net gain of 7 in the number of enterprises and 5,142 in the EPZ
workforce.

Employment in "Wearing apparel’, rose by 7.2% or
4 842. Other changes were registered in the following groups:
“Textile yarn and fabrics” (+511), "Food" (-178) and “Leather
products and footwear” (-218). Additional details on changes in
employment by product group are given in Table 1.7.

.  The Pioneer Status Enterprises (PSE)
(i) Number of enterprises

During the 2nd quarter of 1998, 14 new enterprises
started operation whilst 2 enterprises closed bringing the total
number of PSEs to 176. Among these enterprises 60 had 10 or
more employees. The activities in which the enterprises were
engaged are given in Table 2.2. The highest number of
enterprises were in “Informatics” (35) followed by "Electric and
Electronic products” (30).

(i) Employment

The total workforce in the PSE sector at the end of June
1998 was 2,428 (1,479 males and 949 females), an increase of
124 over the previous quarter (Table 2.1). Those having 10 or
more workers employed 1,943 compared to 1,837 at the end of
March 1998.

During the 2nd quarter 1998, a total of 165 jobs were
created: 63 by the 14 new enterprises and 102 following
expansion in 31 existing enterprises. On the other hand, 17
enterprises reported a reduction of 28 and job losses due to the 2
closures numbered 13 (Table 2.4).

The number of expatriates employed as at end of the
2nd quarter 1998 stood at 83 (71 males and 12 females).
Expatriate employment by product group and sex is given in Table
2.3.

Central Statistical Office
Ministry of Economic Development, Productivity and Regional Development
PoRT Louis

November 1998
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Table 1.6: - Net change in number of enterprises by product group: June 1997 - June 1998, EPZ Sector

No. of enterprises

Net change from

Product group June 97 March 98 June 98 | March 98 to June 98 | June 97 to June 98
1. Food 12 12 13 1 ]
2. Flowers 45 43 43 0 -2
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 34 34 33 -1 -1
4. Wearing apparel : 231 234- 234 0 3
Pullovers (28) 29) (30) D )
Other garments (203) (205) (204) -1 (1)
5. Leather products and footwear 10 10 9 -1 -1
6. Wood and paper products 29 30 31 1 2
7. Optical goods 5 6 6 0 1
8. Electronic watches and clocks 3 3 0 0
9. Electric and electronic products 10 10 11 1 ]
10. Jewellery and related articles 20 21 22 1 2
11. Toys and carnival articles 7 7 7 0 0
12. Other 72 75 73 -2 1
TOTAL 478 485 485 0 7

Table 1.7:- Net change in employment by product group: June 1997 - June 1998, EPZ Sector

Employment Net change from

Product group June 97 March 98 June 98 March 98 to June 98 | June 97 to June 98
1. Food 1,710 1,539 1,532 -7 -178
2. Flowers 547 547 525 -22 -22
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 3,820 4,209 4,331 122 511
4. Wearing apparel : 67,700 71,744 72,542 798 4,842
Pullovers (18,477) (18,858) (18,636) (-222) (159)
Other garments (49,223) (52,886) (53,906) (1,020) {(4,683)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,336 1,169 1,118 -51 -218
6. Wood and paper products 602 636 656 20 54
7. Optical goods 482 482 468 -14 -14
8. Electronic watches and clocks 459 395 454 59 -5
9. Electric and electronic products 562 582 607 25 45
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,585 1,581 1,620 39 35
11. Toys and camival articles 1,111 1,131 1,133 2 22
12, Other 2,001 2,054 2,071 17 70
TOTAL 81,915 86,069 87,057 988 5,142
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-12.

Table 2.5:- Net change in number of enterprises by product group: June 1997 - June 1998,
Pioneer Status Enterprises

No. of enterprises Net change from
Product group June 97 | March 98| June 98 | March 98 to June 98] June 97 to June 98

1. Watches and clocks 2 2 2 0 0
2. Informatics 29 31 35 4 6
3. Electric and electronic products 30 29 30 1 0
4. Light engineering 24 26 27 1 3
5. Support to jewellery 3 4 4 0 1
6. Support to printing and publishing 10 10 12 2 2
7. Other support services 20 24 27 3 7
8. Plastic and rubber product 17 19 19 0 2
9. Other 12 19 20 1 8

TOTAL 147 164 176 12 29

Table 2.6:- Net change in employment by product group: June 1997 - June 1998,
Pioneer Status Enterprises

Employment Net change from
Product group June 97 | March 98| June 98 | March 98 to June 98| June 97 to June 98

1. Watches and clocks 203 235 242 7 39
2. Informatics 675 702 736 34 61
3. Electronic and electronic products 245 258 276 18 31
4. Light engineering 271 273 281 8 10
5. Support to jewellery 42 44 40 -4 2
6. Support to printing and publishing 199 198 213 15 14
7. Other support services 175 185 193 8 18
8. Plastic and rubber products 220 255 260 5 40
9. Other 72 154 187 33 115

TOTAL 2,102 2,304 2,428 124 326




