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AGRICULTURAL AND FISH PRODUCTION

(January - June 1997)

1. Introduction

This report presents data on agricultural and fish production during the first six
months of the year 1997.

2. Sugar Cane

During the first semester of 1997, some 1531 hectares were harvested, producing
111,031 tonnes of canes. The corresponding figures for the same period in 1996 were 1,509
hectares and 108,344 tonnes respectively.

Climatic conditions prevailing during the vegetative stage were favourable.
Consequently, the yield of sugar cane per hectare for the first half of 1997 stood at 72.5 tonnes
against 71.8 tonnes in the corresponding period of 1995. However, conditions for maturation
were not so favourable and the extraction rate, as at end of June 1997, was 8.95% compared to
9.73% for the same period in the previous year.

Total production of sugar for the year 1997 is forecast at around 610,000 tonnes
vis-a-vis 588,455 tonnes in 1996.

3. Tea

The area under tea cultivation decreased continuously since 1994 and reached 806
hectares in June 1997; 35.0% below the previous year’s level of 1,239 hectares. This substantial
decline is attributable mainly to the fact that many tea plots have been uprooted to plant sugar
cane. As a result, production of green leaves during the first semester of 1997 decreased by
38.6% to reach 5,520 tonnes against 8,996 tonnes for the corresponding period of the preceding
year.

4. Tobacco

The production of tobacco leaves during the first semester of 1997 was 193
tonnes, 42.6% less than the 336 tonnes produced in the corresponding period of 1996. This
significant decrease is attributable to the combined effects of adverse climatic conditions and a
reduction of 15.7% in area harvested (from 281 hectares in the first half of 1996 to 237 hectares
during the same semester of 1997).
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5. Foodcrops

During the first six months of 1997, the area harvested for some foodcrops was on
the rise whilst decreases were registered for others. However, the net result was an increase of
2.5% from 2,612 hectares in the first semester of 1996 to 2,677 hectares in the same period of
1997. Production of foodcrops went up by 9.5% from 32,788 tonnes in January - June 1996 to
35,909 tonnes during the corresponding period of 1997.

Table 5 shows production data for individual foodcrops. Comparison of the data
for the first six months of 1996 and 1997 indicates substantial increases, largely on account of an
expansion in area harvested, for the following foodcrops: tomato (+ 11.0%), cauliflower
(+17.5%), beans and peas (+19.9%) and potato (+ 1654.9%).

On the other hand, significant decreases were observed in the production of the
following foodcrops mainly as a result of a decline in area harvested: onion (-73.5%), maize
(-48.6%), ginger (-39.7%) and brinjal (-16.7%).

The large increase recorded in potato production in the first half of 1997 is largely
explained by the fact that, unlike the preceding years, the bulk of the second season crop for 1995
was harvested in 1995 itself and only 41 tonnes were reaped in January 1996.

An expansion in area harvested together with an increase in yield per hectare
pushed up the production of creepers by 23.0% (from 10,627 to 13,073 tonnes) and mixed
vegetables by 18.6% (from 3,877 to 4,600 tonnes) in the first semester of 1997.

As regards pineapple, a sharp deciease in the yield per hectare, coupled with a
substantial reduction in area harvested, lowered production by 52.0% from 1,538 tonnes to 739
tonnes.

6. Livestock

During the period January - June 1997, the production of cattle meat from live
cattle went down by 12.2% to 957 tonnes against 1,090 tonnes in the same period a year ago.
Local beef production (including Rodrigues) dropped sharply by 37.9% to 136 tonnes in the first
half of 1997 against 219 tonnes during the corresponding period of the preceding year. Beef
production from imports also decreased by 5.7% to 821 tonnes in the first semester of 1997 from
871 tonnes in the same period in 1996.

The production of goat meat and mutton during the reference period remained at
the same level of 65 tonnes as in the corresponding period of 1996.

Pig production was 10.0% lower; 485 tonnes were produced during the first six
months of 1997 compared to 539 tonnes for the same period in 1996.
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7. Fish

Total fish production rose markedly by 22.7% from 5,452 tonnes in the first half of
1996 to 6,689 tonnes during the same period in 1997. The overall rise is attributable mainly to an
increase of 53.4% (from 1,677 to 2,572 tonnes) in tuna fishing coupled with an increase of 21.7%
(from 2,340 to 2,848 tonnes in 1997) in the production of frozen fish, excluding tuna, from banks.
On the other hand, the production of fresh fish (coastal) decreased by 7.6% from 1,335 tonnes in
the first semester of 1996 to 1,233 tonnes in the corresponding period of 1997.

Central Statistical Office,
Ministry of Economic Development and Regional Co-operation,

PORT LOUIS

October, 1997
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