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AGRICULTURAL AND FISH PRODUCTION - YEAR 1996

1. Introduction

This issue presents data on agricultural and fish production for 1996 on a
semester as well as annual basis.

2. Sugar Cane

The decrease in total acreage upder sugar cane noted in the preceding years
continued in 1996 when a further reduction of 185 hectares was registered, which brought
total area harvested to 71,825 hectares. It is worthwhile to point out that the decline of 185
hectares recorded in 1996 was much less than the figures for the three preceding years (i.e.
1993, 1994 and 1995) which were 1,046, 1,014 and 1,007 hectares respectively.

Climatic conditions during the vegetative period were unfavourable and cane
growth was affected to some extent by cyclone Edwige in February 1996. It may be recalled
that the 1995 crop was also affected at the vegetative period by adverse climatic conditions, in
particular the passage of tropical cyclone Ingrid in February 1995. Production of sugar cane,
in 1996, was 5,260,138 tonnes which represents an increase of 2.0% as compared to
5,159,244 tonnes in 1995. The figure for 1995 includes 178,956 tonnes produced during the
mini-harvest.

Favourable climatic conditions which prevailed during the period of maturation
led to a higher extraction rate of 11.19% against 10.46% in 1995. The production of sugar
was 588,455 tonnes, representing an increase of 9. 1% over the 1995 figure of 539,521 tonnes.
It is important to note that the 1995 production included 14,334 tonnes produced during the
mini-harvest in order to meet the 1994/95 quota obligations to the European Union.

3. Tea

The area under tea cultivation decreased continuously since 1994 and reached
1,109 hectares in 1996; a reduction of 968 hectares or 46.6% below the previous year’s level
of 2,077 hectares. This significant decrease is largely due to the fact that many tea plots have
been cleared for sugar cane. Consequently, production of green leaves went down to 13,209
tonnes in 1996, which implies a decrease of 38.3% as compared to 21,419 tonnes in 1995.

As a result, the production of black tea fell to 2,497 tonnes in 1996, indicating
a decline of 1,288 tonnes or 34.0% below the previous year’s production of 3,785 tonnes.

4, Tobacco

In 1996, the area harvested under tobacco was 649 hectares or 3.6% less than
that of 1995 (673 hectares). The reduction in area harvested together with a fall of 10.6%
recorded in the yield per hectare largely because of unfavourable climatic conditions reduced
production of tobacco leaves to 878 tonnes in 1996, i.e.13.6% less than the 1,016 tonnes
produced in 1995.



5. Foodcrops

The area harvested for some foodcrops was on the rise whilst decreases were
noted for others. However, the net result was a decrease of 3.9% from 6,769 hectares in 1995
to 6,504 hectares in 1996. Foodcrops production fell by 8.1% to 89,629 tonnes in 1996 from
97,533 tonnes in 1995.

Significant decreases were reported in the production (Table 6) of the
following foodcrops mainly as a result of a reduction in area harvested: potato (-32.3%), pine-
apple (-29.2%), groundnut (-26.9%) and creepers (-11.2%).

On the other hand, the production of the following foodcrops recorded sharp
increases mainly on account of a rise in area harvested: cauliflower (+49.9%); brinjal
(+25.7%), ginger (+26.0%), beans and peas (+ 14.7%), other vegetables (+12.0%), cabbage
(+10.6%) and garlic (+10.8%).

Potato production decreased by 32.3% from 15,718 tonnes in calendar year
1995 to 10,639 tonnes in 1996, resulting mainly from a decline in the acreage harvested from
792 hectares in the preceding year to 543 hectares. On a crop year basis (April - March), the
1996 crop stood at 11,154 tonnes vis-a-vis 14,606 tonnes in 1995.

The production of chillies went up by 13.5% from 911 tonnes to 1,034 tonnes
between 1995 and 1996. This increase is due to a rise in yield per hectare.

An increase of 20.0% in area harvested coupled, with a rise of 25.6% in yield
per hectare pushed up the production of maize to 438 from 289 tonnes in 1995, an increase of
51.6%.

Tomato production fell by 19.3% to reach 10,877 tonnes in 1996 against
13,486 tonnes in 1995. This decline in production is attributable to a lower acreage harvested
(997 hectares as compared to 1,078 hectares in 1995) and also to a drop in the yield per
hectare (10.9 tonnes compared to 12.5 tonnes in 1995).

In spite of an expansion of 11.4% noted in area harvested, production of
banana inched down 0.5% to 9,387 tonnes in 1996 from 9,437 tonnes in the previous year
mainly on account of a fall of 10.6% in yield per hectare caused by a disease known as “Black
Sigatoka”.

6. Livestock and Poultry

Beef production from live cattle inched up 1.1% from 2,296 tonnes in 1995 to
2,321 tonnes in 1996. This increase is the direct consequence of a marginal rise of 1.5% in
imports of cattle for slaughter (1,730 tonnes against 1,704 tonnes in 1995). Production from
local (including Rodrigues) sources remained more or less at previous year’s level at 591
tonnes. The share of imports in total production which was 74.2% in 1995 remained almost
the same in 1996 (74.5%).



Production of goat meat and mutton was 140 tonnes in 1996, representing an
increase of 10.2% over the 1995 figure of 127 tonnes. Production of mutton remained
unchanged at 10 tonnes in 1996. As regards goat meat, an increase of 11.1% was recorded in
production (130 tonnes against 117 tonnes in 1995). This increase is the net result of a rise of
48.2% (83 tonnes compared to 56 tonnes in 1995) registered in goat meat from imported
animals and a decline of 23.0% in local production (47 tonnes against 61 tonnes in 1995).

Pork production was 7.1% higher; 1,112 tonnes were produced in 1996
compared to 1,038 tonnes in 1995.

Poultry production continued its upward trend attaining 20,550 tonnes in 1996
i.e. 6.3% over the 1995 figure of 19,325 tonnes.

Milk production continued its downward trend to reach 6.6 million litres in
1996 compared to 7.5 million litres in the preceding year, which represents a decrease of
12.0%.

7. Fish

As in the two preceding years, total fish production continued its declining
trend in 1996 when a further decrease of 27.5% (from 15,181 tonnes in 1995 to 11,010 tonnes
in 1996) was noted. The overall decline resulted mainly from a substantial 54.4% drop (from
6,179 tonnes to 2,815 tonnes in 1996) recorded in tuna fishing coupled with a decrease of
15.1% (from 6,439 tonnes to 5,465 tonnes) in the production of frozen fish, excluding tuna,
from banks. The decrease of 54.4% noted in tuna fishing is attributable to decreased number
of trips. Conversely, the production of fresh fish (coastal) surpassed the 1995 production of
2,393 tonnes by 7.2% to attain 2,566 tonnes in 1996.

Central Statistical Office,
Ministry of Economic Planning, Information and Telecommunications,
Port Louis.

April, 1997
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