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R Transport and Accident Statistics

Year 1995

1.1 Vehicles registered as at end of 1995

As at December 1995, there were some 190,900 vehicles registered at the
National Transport Authority (NTA) which represents an increase of 5.5 %
over 1994 (180,900).

Slightly over half or 97,800 of the fleet consisted of autocycles and motor
cycles, 34 % or 865,400, passenger cars and the remaining 15 % comprised
vans (10,800), lorries (8,900), buses (2,400) and other vehicles (5,600).

1.2 Net addition during 1995

Between January and December 1995, some 14,100 vehicles were registered
consisting of 9,400 new , 2,100 used imported and 2,600 re-registered. During the
same period about 4,100 vehicles were put off the road, the net addition to the fleet
is about 10,000. This net addition is however, around 21% lower than corresponding
increases of 12,800 and 12,700 in 1993 and 1994 respectively.

1.3 Passenger transport
The total number of passenger cars inclusive of dual purpose vehicles increased
by 6.5% to attain 65,400 at December 1995. In 1995, some 5,400 passenger cars

were registered while around 1,500 were put off the road.

The ratio of the number of passenger cars per 1,000 population for 1995 works
out to 60 against 53 in 1994,

Table 1.3 on the age composition of passenger cars shows that 61 % of the
fleet were under 10 years whilst 39 % were above 10 years.



ii
A similar table (Table 1.4) on public buses shows that 81 % of the bus fieet
were under 10 years and 19 %, 10 years and over.

1.4 Imports of motor vehicles and spare parts

Data on imports of motor vehicles (Table 1.5) exclusive of auto cycles and
motor cycles shows a decrease in number from 6,915 for Rs 1,301 million in 1994 to
6,726 for Rs 1,484 million in 1995. On the other hand, the number of autocycles and
motor cycles imported has dropped from 8,048 in 1994 to 4,541 in 1995,
representing a decrease of 44 %.

Japan was the main supplier of motor vehicles other than autocycles and motor
cycles whilst France occupied the highest rank for the latter.

Table 1.6 shows that the imports of motor vehicles’ spare parts has increased
from Rs 163 million in 1994 to Rs 170 million in 1995.

2.1 Road accidents

The number of accidents reported at police stations decreased by
6.6 % from 15,700 in 1994 to 14,700 in 1995. Consequently, the rate of accidents
per 1,000 registered motor vehicles dropped from 91 to 78.

2.2 Motor vehicles involved in accidents

The number of motor vehicles involved in accidents dropped from 27,122 in
1994, to 25,584 in 1995 representing a decrease of 6%. Private cars alone
accounted for about 44% of the vehicles invoived while autocycles and motor cycles,
18%, vans, 14% and the remaining 24% were other types of vehicles. (Table 2.3).
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2.3 Casualties

The number of casuaities reported declined by 9 % from 3,947 in 1994 to
3,686 in 1995. Out of these casualties, 173 were fatal, 280 involved serious injuries
and the remaining 3,133 only slight injuries. Though the fatality rate per 100,000
population has moved up to 15.9 in 1995 from 14.3 in 1994, the fatality rate per
1,000 registered motor vehicles has remained more or less the same at 0.9.

The most vulnerable class of road users were riders of autocycles and motor
cycles with 34% of casualties followed closely by pedestrians, 31%.
2.4 Hit and run cases

Out of the 351 ‘hit and run’ cases reported at police stations in 1995,
70 involved vehicles and pedestrians and the remaining 281, vehicles only.

Central Statistical office,
Ministry of Economic Planning
and Development,

Por is.

April, 1996
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Definiti 1G 1 Not

Vehicle Statistics:

Data refer to all vehicles registered at the National Transport Authority. Pedal

cycles are therefore excluded.

The classification of vehicles used in this report, follows the definition given in
Section 4 of the Road Traffic Act of 1962.

Vehicles include:

(a) motor vehicles, that is, power-driven vehicles normally used for carrying
persons or goods by road or for drawing vehicles used for carrying persons or
goods. Examples are car, dual purpose vehicle, heavy motor car,
autocycles (<50 cc), motor cycles (= 50 cc), lorry, van, bus, tractor etc.

(b) non-motorised vehicles, for example trailer.

Road Traffic Accident:

Accidents refer to all road accidents as reported at the police stations.

Casualties refer to the total number of fatalities and persons injured as a result of

road accidents.
Fatality: Death occuring within seven days as a result of the accident.

Seriously Injured: Fracture, concussion, internal crushings, severe cuts and

laceration, severe general shock requiring medical treatment.

Slightly Injured: Secondary injuries such as sprain, bruises and cut not judged to

be severe.



Fig. 1.1 - Stock of registered vehicles, 1985 - 1995
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Table 1.3 - Age composition of cars and dual purpose vehicles, 1994 - 1995

Age group as at 31st December 1994 H as at 31st December 1996
(Years) Number % " Number %
<5 22,675 37 23,598 36
5<10 14,010 23 i 16,484 25
10<15 3,697 6 4,218 7
215 20,996 34 21,074 32
TOTAL 61,378 1Q0 65,374 100
Fig. 1.2 - Age composition of cars and dual purpose vehicles
(as at 31st December)
1994
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Table 1.4 - Age composition of operational bus fleet ', 1994 - 1995

38
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100

as at 31st December 1995

Number

666

756
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1

1
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14

220

1,765

100

as at 31st December 1994

Number

699

656

246

114

1,716

Age group

{Years)

<S5

5«10

10<15

15<18

TOTAL

i.e, buses which operate on

! Refers only to buses with a Road Service Licence,

proclaimed routes and charge individual fares

Fig. 1.3 - Age composition of operat

onal bus fleet vehicles

{as at 31st December)
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Table 2.1 - Comparison of Road Traffic Accidents', 1994 - 1995

1. Road Traffic Accidents

Number of accidents

Rate per 100,000 population

Rate per 1,000 registered motor-vehicles

2. Motor-vehicles involved

Number of vehicles involved

Rate per 1,000 registered motor-vehicles

3. Casualties

2

Total number of casualties

Fatal

Seriously injured

Slightly injured

Exclude number of accidents involving bicycles only

N.A : Not applicable

1994

15,727

1,459

91

27,122

154

3,947

154

330

3,463

19956

14,683

1,350

78

25,584

135

3,586

173

280

3,133

Change
Number %

-1,044 - 6.6
N.A 2 N.A 2
N.A2 NA?
-1,5638 - 5.7
N.A 2 N.A 2
-361 - 9.1
19 12.3
-50 - 15.2
-330 - 95



Fig. 2.1 - Evolution of vehicles registered, 1985 - 1995
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Table 2.4 - Casualties by class of road users, 1994 - 1995

1994 1995
Class of
Jan. - Jun,|Jul. - Dec. Year Jan. - Jun. [Jul. - Dec. Year
Road users
T T
Number | Number | Number : % Number | Number | Number : %
= |
]
Pedestrian 584 621 1,205 : 30.4 578 522 1,100 : 30.8
| s
Passenger 390 376 766 | 18.4 388 287 675 | 16.9
| |
' |
Driver 136 151 287 | 74| 161 167 328 | 9.8
: 2
: |
Rider {Auto / Motor Cycle) | 641 729 1,370 : 35.7 610 602 1,212 : 35.5
= s
i
Pedal cyclist 156 163 319 : 8.0 152 119 271 : 7.0
1 1
| 1
All road users 1,907 | 2,040 3,947 : 100.0 1,889 | 1,697 3,686 :100.0
i ]
Table 2.5 - Total number of accidents involving hit and run cases, 1994 - 1995
Period 1994 1995
Jan. - JunjJul. - Dec. Year Jan. - Jun. |Jul. - Dec. Year
Accidents
Number | Number | Number E % Number Number | Number E %
R 1
i !
: :
Vehicles v/s pedestrian 35 29 64 : 12.7 43 27 70 : 19.9
| :
Vehicles v/s vehicles 220 221 441 : 87.3 162 129 281 : 80.1
1 1
! !
Total 255 250 505 :100.0 1956 156 351 :100.0
1 i
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Fig. 2.3 - Vehicles involved in accidents by type, 1994 - 1995
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