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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

(January - June 1995)

1. Introduction

This report presents data on agricultural production during the first
semester of the year 1995.

2. Sugar can

Sugar cane production reached 218,128 tonnes during the first six
months of 1995 compared to 87,226 tonnes for the corresponding period of
1994. The 1995 production figure includes 178,952 tonnes of canes harvested
for the mini harvest in late May and early June 1995 to meet the European Union
quota for 1994-95. '

Due to adverse climatic conditions, the production of sugar is
forecast at around 550,000 tonnes in 1995. This figure compares with 500,209
tonnes produced in 1994 when the crop was affected by cyclone Hollanda.

3. Tea

The area under tea cultivation was 2,900 hectares in June 1995,
6.1% less than the previous year's level of 3,090 hectares. The production of
green leaves during the first half of 1995 stood at 13,893 tonnes, 16.6% below
the 16,651 tonnes produced in the corresponding pericd of 1884, This decline in
production is attributable to the combined effects of a reduction in acreage and
unfavourable climatic conditions. Acreage under tea is expected to decline further
following Government's decision to switch from tea to other activities.

4. Tobacco

The production of tobacco during the first half of 1995 went down
by 9.2% to 305 tonnes from 336 tonnes in the corresponding period of the
previous year. The main reason for this was a fall in the area harvested: 275
hectares in 1995 compared to 310 hectares in 1994.

5. Foodcrops

Area under foodcrops harvested during the first semester of 1995
went up by 3,8% to attain 2,796 hectares against 2,693 hectares in the same
period a year ago. In spite of the adverse effects of cyclones during the first
quarter of 1995, production of foodcrops increased to 33,480 tonnes in the first
semester of 1995, 11.8% over that of the corresponding period in 1994
(29,935 tonnes). It might be recalled that foodcrops production in 1994 suffered
from the passage of cyclone Hollanda in February 1994. The increased
production, in the first six months of 1995, was the combined result of an
expansion in the area harvested and an increase in yield per hectare.



Table 5 shows production data for individual foodcrops. Comparison
of the data for the first semester of 1994 and 1995 indicates marked increases,
mainly as a result of an expansion in area harvested, for the following foodcrops:
ginger (+207.1%), beans and peas (+188.1%), tomato (+28.9%), cabbage
(+21.0%), mixed vegetables {+19.1%) and groundnut (+10.7%).

By contrast, significant reductions, largely attributable to a decline in
area harvested were recorded in the production of: potato (-69.1%),
onion (-61.0%) and maize (-36.9%).

The sharp decrease of 69.1% registered in potato production in the
first semester of 1995 is mainly explained by the late harvest of the 1993 crop in
the beginning of 1994.

Better yield per hectare had a favourable effect on the production of
cauliflower which increased by 32.8% to 676 tonnes in the first six months of
1995.

In spite of a decrease of 4.0% in area harvested in the first half of
1995 over the same period in 1994, production of creepers registered a 10.4%
increase, mainly as a consequence of a better yield per hectare.

Banana production has partly recovered from the negative effects of
cyclone Hollanda in February 1994. In fact, the 2,971 tonnes produced in the
first half of 1994, jumped by 89.4% to attain 5,628 tonnes in the corresponding
period of 1995.

As regards pineapple, a fall in the yield per hectare coupled with a
decline in acreage, due partly to the abolition of the freight rebate scheme on
exports, lowered production by 25.6% from 1,963 tonnes to 1,462 tonnes.

6. Livestock

During the first semester of 1995, the production of cattle meat
dropped by 18.8% to 992 tonnes compared to 1,221 tonnes in the corresponding
period of 1994. The bulk of this decline was due to a decrease of 28.2% in the
slaughter of imported live cattle which fell from 1,047 tonnes in the first six
months of 1994 to 752 tonnes in the same period in 1995. On the other hand,
beef production from the slaughter of local cattle (including Rodrigues) increased
by 37.9% from 174 tonnes in the first semester of 1994 to 240 tonnes in the
same period of 1995.

Production of goat meat and mutton stood at 67 tonnes, 8.2% down
from 73 tonnes in the first semester of 1994,

Pork production remained at the same level as in 1994, i.e, 488
tonnes.



7. FEisheries

Total fish production during the first six months of 1995 edged up
1.0% over the same period in 1994: 8,135 tonnes against 8,055 tonnes in the
previous year. Production of fresh fish (coastal) stagnated at 1,275 tonnes and
that of tuna and other frozen fish from banks rose marginally by 0.7%
(+ 50 tonnes) to 6,765 tonnes.

Central Statistical Office,
Ministry of Economic Planning and Development,

PORT-LOUIS.

September 1995
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