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(January - June 1994)

1. Introduction

This report presents data on agricultural production during the
first six months of the year 1994.

2. Sugar cane

During the first semester of 1994, some 1,381 hectares producing
87,226 tonnes of sugar cane, were harvested against 1,711 hectares with a
production of 110,669 tonnes in the same period of the preceding year.

The low production is mainly attributable to the effect of cyclone
Hollanda which hit Mauritius in February of the current year. However, the
climatic conditions prevailing over the island after Cyclone Hollanda were
favourable. The extraction rate, as at end of June 1994, stood at 8.78%
relative to 7.65% in the corresponding semester of the previous year.

The production of sugar for this year is projected to be in the
region of 550,000 tonnes vis-a-vis 565,026 tonnes in 1993.

3. Tea

The area harvested shrank (by 1.9% or 61 hectares) to 3,090
hectares in 1994 compared to 3,151 hectares in 1993. Production of green
leaves in the first six months of 1994 reduced to 16,651 tonnes against 19,673
in the first semester of 1993. This represents a reduction of 15.4%, or 3,022
tonnes, attributable mainly to the effect of Cyclone Hollanda in February.

4. Tobacco

Production of tobacco for the first six months of 1994 edged up to
336 tonnes that is, 8 tomnnes or 2.4% above that of the same period in 1993.

iThis increase is mainly due to a larger area of 310 hectares being harvested
‘as compared to 300 hectares in 1993.

5. Livestock

Production of cattle meat from abattoir slaughters during the

‘first six months of 1994 was 1,221 tonnes, an increase of 112 tonnes (+10%)
over the figure of 1,109 tonnes for the corresponding period of last year.
Local beef production (including Rodrigues) was up by 10% to attain 174 tonnes

iq the first semester of 1994 compared to 158 tonnes during the same period in
1993. Beef production from imports of live animals also increased by 10% from

‘951 tonnes in the first half of 1993 to 1,047 tonnes for the same period in

1994.
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Production of goat and sheep meat, which is mainly local,
increased substantially by 15.9% (+10 tonnes) from 63 tonnes in the period
January-June 1993 to 73 tomnes in January-June 1994.

Pig meat production was 6.5% higher; 488 tonnes were produced
during the first semester of 1994 against 458 tonnes for the same period in
1993.

6. Foodcrops

Area harvested under foodcrops during the first six months of 1994
grew by 7.5% to attain 2,623 hectares compared to 2,441 hectares during the
corresponding period a year earlier. Production of foodcrops which was
adversely affected by cyclone Hollanda reached 29,319 tonnes which
nevertheless surpassed the 28,438 tonnes of the same period of last year.
This increase is the net result of an expansion in area harvested for certain
foodcrops combined with a contraction in others.

Oving to an increase in area harvested inm the first semester of
1994, significant growth were noted in the production of the following
foodcrops: potato (+113%), cauliflower (+110.8%), groundnut (+100%), onion
(+52.3%), ginger (+37.3%), creepers (+28.5%), pineapple (+17.3%) and chillies
(+9.7%) .

By contrast, marked declines, largely attributable to Cyclone
Hollanda, were observed in the production of some other foodcrops, viz: Maize
(-14.8%), cabbage (-20.2%), tomato (-28.7%), brinjal (-~28.8%) and banana
(~37.3%).

The apparent increase in potato production is due to some 4,350
tonnes from the 1993 crop being harvested in January 1994.

Immediately after Cyclone Hollanda, many planters cultivated
creepers which have a short cycle. As a result, the production of creepers
jumped by 28.5% to attain 9,836 tonnes in the first semester of 1994 against
7.657 tonnes in the same period of 1993.

A significant increase of 100% was registered in the production of
groundnut which stood at 455 tonnes in the first six months of 1994 over 227
tonnes in the corresponding period of 1993. The main reason for such a sharp
increase is due to the fact that the acreage devoted to groundnut expanded as
grovers switched from other field crops, particularly, maize.

As regards chillies, the production went up by only 9.7% despite
an increase of 52% in area harvested. This seems to be the result of a virus
attack.

The production of pineapple was up by 17.3% to reach 1,987 tonnes
in the first semester of 1994 against 1,694 tonnes in the corresponding period
of 1993. The bulk of the increase is the consequence of sustained improvement
in cultural practices.
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7. Fisheries

Production of fish during the period January-June 1994 inched down
by 1.6% from 9,303 tonnes in 1993 to 9,151 tonnes in 1994. Production of
fresh fish (coastal) remained stagnant at 1,275 tonnes and that of frozen fish
from banks and tuna dropped by 1.9% from 8,028 tonnes to 7,876 tonnes.

Central Statistical Office,
Ministry of Economic Planning and Development,
PORT LOQUIS.

September 1994
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