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Introduction

This issue of the "Economic Indicators" presents the results of the
"Quarterly Survey of Employment" carried out at the end of March 1993.

Provisional EPZ Exports and Imports are also included.

2. Employment evolution, 1st Quarter 1993

At the end of the 1st quarter of 1993, there were 554 enterprises
operating in the EPZ sector with a workforce of 87,800 (25,000 males and
62,800 females). There was thus a reduction of 4 companies and a net increase
of 900 in employment, mainly due to the additional recruitment of 700
expatriates (50 males and 650 females) working as machinists in textile
enterprises. The number of foreign workers emploved in the EPZ sector

therefore rose to 2,700.

Table 3 on employment evolution between January and March 1993, shows
that 4,700 jobs were created: 100 by the 8 new companies and 4,600 by 46 -
enterprises expanding their activities whilst 3,800 losses were reported: 600
laid off by the 12 enterprises which closed down and 3,200 by companies

operating with a reduced personnel.

During the period under review, most of the new enterprises which
started operation, i.e. 6 out of the 8, were classified in the miscellaneous

"Other" sector while & of the 12 closures, were textile companies.

- 3. Employment evelution, March 1992 - March 1993

- For the 12-month period ending March 93, the total number of EPZ
companies was reduced by 22 from 576 to 554 and the workforce by 3,600 from
91,400 to 87,800 with male employment declining faster than that of female: a
reduction of 2,850 males as compared to 750 females. The decrease in
employment has occurred in mainly two product groups : "Other Garment" sector
recorded losses of 1,900 workers and "Textile varn & fabric", 1,400.
Employment in the other product groups have remained at almost the same

level.



The distribution of employment by product group (Table 6 refers) shows
that the textile sector employed 90% or 78,600 of the EPZ workforce. The
remaining were engaged in the non-textile sectors: "Leather" and "Jewellery"
around 1,400 each; "Food" and "Toys" some 1,000 each and "Flowers", "Vood
products', "Optical Goods', "watches'" and "Electric & Electronic'", about 500

each.

4. EPZ Exports & Imports

Provisional external trade figures show that EPZ exports for the 1st
gquarter of 1993 totalled Rs 2,815 million, some 4% higher than that of the
corresponding period of 1992. As price increases between the two periods
are estimated at around 6%, in quantity terms, EFZ exporis decreased by 27%.
Table 9 on exports by item show that most of the increase occurred in the

export of '"Wearing apparel', which rose by Rs 100 million.

On the other hand, imports of EPZ companies showed a substantial nominal
increase of 21% attaining Rs 2,100 million from Rs 1,750 million in the
corresponding quarter of last vear. This rise is partly attributable to the

effect of price increases estimated at around 10%.

Imports of raw materials, in particular that of “Textile yarn & fabrics"
went up by Rs 210 million to Rs 1,205 million and that of capital equipment,
by Rs 100 million . It is worth pointing out that whilst the total imports of
machinery and equipment last year amounted to about Rs 700 million, imports

for the first quarter of 1993 has attained Rs 300 million.

Net EPZ exports during the first quarter of 1993 vielded Rs 700 million
onlv compared to an average of Rs 1,500 million each gquarter last year.
Consequently, the ratio of Net exports to Exvorts dropped to 25% from a high
ratio of about 45% in the previous two vears. This drop may be the result of a
replenishment in stock of raw material and a higher investment in machinery

and equipment.

Central Statistical Office,
Ministry of Economic Planning and Development,

PORT LOUIS.

June 1993
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Table 4: - Net change in number of enterprises by product group,1992-1993

Product group No. of enterprises Net change
March 82 December 82 March 93 || Mar93-Dec 92| Mar93 - Mar92

1. Food 15 13 13 0 -2
2. Flowers 49 51 51 0 +2
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 36 34 33 -1 -3
4. Wearing apparel : 326 307 301 -6 -25
Pullovers (49) {46) (45) (-1) (-4)

Other garments (277) {261) {(256) (-5) (-21)

5. Leather products and footwear 10 11 10 -1 0
6. Wood and paper products 19 20 21 +1 +2
7. Optical goods 0
8. Electronic watches and clocks 6 -2
8. Electric and electronic products 15 14 13 -1 -2
10. Jewellery and related articles 18 19 19 0 +1
11. Toys and camival afticles 7 7 7 4] 0
12. Ciher 67 70 74 +4 +7
TOTAL 576 558 554 -4 -22

Table 5:- Net change in employment by product group, 1992-1993
Product group Employment Net change
March 82 December 32 March 93 Mar93-Dec92| Marg3 -Mar82

1. Food 916 880 944 +64 +28
2. Flowers 605 580 616 +26 +11
3. Textile yarn and fabrics 5,282 4,258 3.867 -391 -1.415
4. Wearing apparel : 76,890 73.643 74,716 +1,073 -2,174
Pullovers (27.176) (26.657) {26.881) (+234) {-285)

Other garmenis {49,714) {46,986) (47,825) {+839) (-1,889)

5. Leather products and footwear 1,346 1,467 1,484 +27 +148
6. Wood and paper products 582 534 558 +25 -33
7. Optical goods a57 470 489 +19 +32
8. Electronic watches and clocks 695 603 641 +38 -54
9. Electric and elecironic products 423 396 368 -28 -55
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,414 1,312 1,317 +5 -87
11. Toys and carnival articles 1,068 942 935 -7 -133
12. Other " 1,711 1,842 1,858 +16 +147
TOTAL " . 91,399 86,937 87,804 +867 -3,595
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