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The results of the employment survey carried out in September
1991 and other data pertaining to the performance of the Export Processing
Zone (EPZ) enterprises are presented in this third issue of Economic
Indicators on that sector.

2. Employment evolution during the 3rd quarter 1991

The 3rd quarter has witnessed the setting up of 16 new
enterprises and the closing down of 9 others. Consequently at the end of
September 1991, the EPZ sector comprised of 585 enterprises employing
90850 workers compared to a workforce of 89,300 in the 578 companies at
the end of June 1991, resulting in a net creation of 1,530 jobs during the
third quarter of 1991,

A detailed analysis of employment data shows that during that
quarter, the 16 new enterprises created 1,250 jobs and 4,300 workers

joined the existing companies expanding their activities, The total
employment creation of 25,578 was partly offset bv a contraction to the
tune of 4,000:- Some 35 companies reported the departure of 3,400

emplovees whereas the 9 closures laid off 600 workers.

A sector-wise analysis shows that the sectors which have
registered increases in their workforce are:- 'wearing apparel' (+1,900),
‘wood and paper' (+60) and the residual sector 'other' (+160). On the
other hand, due to closures, two sectors namely 'textile varn' and
‘electric and electronic' have suffered consequent losses of 400 and 100
respectively.

5. Employment evolution, September 1990 - September 1991

During the twelve~ month period September 1993 - September
1991, employment in the EPZ Sector has increased by 2,600 from 88,250 to
90,850. 3,150 additional female workers were recruited, but there was a
reduction of around 550 in male employment.

The increase is partly explained by the continuous intake of
expatriates, mainly female to work in the textile sector. It is worth
pointing out that the number of foreign workers emploved in the EPZ
Sector stood at 1,100 at the end of September 1991 compared to 750 twelve
months ago.

The table on analysis of net change in employment by sector
(table 5 refers) during the twelve-month period ending September 1991,
shows decreases in the following sectors: 'pullovers' (-650), 'leather
products and footwear' (-100), 'watches' (-200) and ‘'electric and
electronic' (-100), Sectors which have recorded increases are
"food'(+200), the 'textile other than woollen' (+2150) and 'jewellery'
(+100). The flower sector may be a small contributor to total employment
but is one which shows constant expansion, be it in employment or exports.
Total employment in that Sector as at end of September 1991 stood at about
600, '



4. EPZ exports and imports

Preliminary figures for the first nine months of 1991 show that
the EPZ enterprises have exported goods worth Rs 8,700 million whilst
their import bills amounted to Rs 5,400 million. Comparative figures for
the same period of 1990 are Rs 8,300 million and Rs 5,700 million.

On the basis of the trade performance for the nine months, it is
estimated that total EPZ exports and imports for the year 1991 will be
around Rs 12,000 million and Rs 7,500 million respectively thus yielding a
net export earnings of about Rs 4,500 million or 38% of exports.

Central Statistical Office,
Ministry of Economic Planning
and Development,

PORT LOUIS.

November, 1991
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Table 4 - EPZ:- Analysis of net change in employment during period June 1991 -

September 1991 by product group

Employment as at

end. Of es0oRreBOQORTS Net
Product group change in
June September employment
1991 1991
1., Food 1,155 1,155 -
2. Flowers 567 593 +26
i
3, Textile yarn and fabrics 5,541 5,156 j 385
4., Wearing apparels 74,426 76,321 +1,895
of which (a) pullovers (27,918) (28,199) (+281)
(v) gloves & other ‘ ’
garments (46,508) (48,122} (+1,614)
)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,360 1,290 a ~70
6, Wood and paper products 600 660 +60
7. Optical goods 510 492 -18
8. Watches, electronic watches & clocks 703 658 ~45
9. Electric & other electronic products 441 344 =97
10, Jewellery & related articles 1,443 1,453 +10
11, Toys and carnival articles 1,034 1,043 +9
12, Other 1,526 1,685 +159
TOTAL 89,306 90,850 +1,544




Table 5 - EPZ:~ Analysis of net change in employment during period September 1990 -

September 1991 by product group

Employment as at

end Of 2000000080000 Net
Product group change in
September September employment
1990 1991
1, Food 955 1,155 +200
2. Flowers 499 593 +94
3, Textile yarn and fabrics 4,221 5,156 +9%5
4, Vearing apparels 74,798 76,321 +1,523
of which (a) pullovers (28,837) (28,199) (-638)
(v) gloves & other
garments (45,961) (48,122) (+2,161)
5. Leather products and footwear 1,402 1,290 -112
6. Wood and paper products 539 660 +121
7. Optical goods 494 492 -2
8. Watches, electronic watches and
clocks 851 658 -193
9, Electric and other electronic
products 465 344 ~121
10. Jewellery and related articles 1,336 1,453 +117
11, Toys and carnival articles 1,000 1,043 +43
12, Other 1,698 1,685 -13
TOTAL 88,258 90,850 +2,592
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Table 6 - Distribution of EPZ enterprises by employment size = as at September 1991

No. of enterprises No. of persons employed
Employment

size Number % Cu%. Number % Cu%.
Under 10 98 16.8 16,8 517 0.6 0.6
51 -~ 100 81 13.8 68,0 5,809 6.4 13.1
101 - 300 107 18.3 86,3 19,641 21.6 34.7
301 - 500 38 6.5 92.8 14,737 16,2 50.9
501 - 1000 26 4.4 97.2 18,479 20,3 1.2
1000 and above 16 2.8 100,0 26,138 28,8 100.0
TOTAL 585 100,0 100,0 90,850 100,0 100.0
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