(January - June 1991)

1. Intraoduction

This issue presents data on agricultural production during the
first semester of the vear 1991.

2. Suygar cane

During the first semester of 1991, only 1700 hectares yielding
around 113,000 tonnes of sugar cane were harvested against 3,420 hectares with
a production of about 236,000 tonnes in the corresponding periocd of 1990.

The significant decrease registered in cane production is mainly
explained by the fact that only 7 factories, particularly those in the
southern regions, had started operating as at June 1991. As a result of the
adverse effect of the drought that prevailed during the vegetative stage, it
is estimated that the 1991 crop will attain arcund 590,000 tonnes against
624,302 tonnes last vyear.

3. Tea

The area harvested increased by some 100 hectares to reach 3,000.
Tea production of green leaves grew by around 5% compared to the previous
semester of 1990 and reached nearly 18,300 tonnes.

4. Tobacco

The first half of 1991 recorded a substantial increase of about
55% in terms of area harvested which increased to nearly 180 hectares from 120
a  year asgo. Consequently, the production of tobacco raised to nearly 230
tonnes from 150 tonnes in the same period last vear.

5. Foodcrops

: Production of foodcrops during the first six months of the vyear
dropped by nearly 13%, to almost 21,600 tonnes compared to 24,900 tonnes in
the corresponding period of 1990. It is recalled that the drought conditicns
that prevailed from September 1990 to February 1991 had adversely affected the
foodcrop production and also led to the late plantation of some main crops
viz. potatoes and onions. Furthermore, some crops, for example cauliflower,
were also affected by disease.
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The comparative table given below shows main changes in the
production of some foodcrops between January-June 1990 and January-June 1991.

{Tonnes)
Foodcrops Jap-Juge 1990  Jan-June 1991 = Net change
Potato 4,032 1,786 ~2,246
Onion 197 98 -99
Tomato 5,511 4,447 -1064
Cauliflower 224 184 -40
Brinjal 405 593 +188
Chillies 250 272 +22

6. Livestock

Cattle meat production from abattoir slaughters increased by 8% to
reach 1,050 tonnes in the first semester of 1991. Meat production from local
and imported cattle stood at about 210 tonnes and 760 tonnes in the first six
month of 1990. Corresponding figures for 1991 were 155 tonnes and 900 tonnes
respectively, which shows a decrease of nearly 25% in meat produced from local
sources offset by an increase of around 18% in that from imported live cattle.

Production of goat and sheep meat went up by 30% to attain 100
tonnes as compared to around 75 tonnes in the first semester of 1990. It is
worth noting that meat production from the slaughter of imported live goats
which represents around 75% of total goat meat production doubled in 1991.

As regards production of pig meat, an increase of nearly to 7%
was observed. During the first six months of this year, the production wvas
425 tonnes against about 395 tonnes last vear. ‘

7. Fisheries

Fish production during the first half of 1991 registered a
substantial increase of around 32% over the corresponding period of 1990 and
attained almest 7,975 tonnes. Fresh fish (coastal) sgrew by about 17% and
frozen fish from banks and tuna, by around 36%, following the coming into
operation of an additicnal vessel.

Central Statistical 0ffice,
Ministry of Economic Planning and Development,

PORT LOUILS.

August 1997
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