) "‘,4\’.

The Central Statistical Office carries out a Survey of Employment and
Earnings in "large" establishments every vear in March and September. This
paper presents the preliminary results of the 50th round of the survey,
carried out in September 1990, ‘

The first round of the survey was taken in September 1966 and since
then, two rounds have been taken every year, ome in March and the othet in
September. The aim of the survey is to obtain a countinuous series of
comparable data on the level of employment in these establishments bolh in
March, when activity in the agricultural seclor is relatively low, and in
September, when the harvest of the sugar cane crop is in full swing.

The questionnaire used was revised in September 1989 in order to
collect employment and earnings data on employees by the different types of
rates of pay. Thus employees may now be classified into one of the following
five specific categories, according to type of pay: '

(i) monthly rate
(ii) daily rate
(iii) piece rate
(iv) hourly rate

(v) other rates

Loverage

As in the previous rounds, the survey covered only the following types
of establishment:

(a) Agricultural establishments comprising

(i) Sugar cane plantations where 10 hectares or more were
harvested;

(ii) Tea plantations of 2 hectares or mére;
(iii) All 'flue-cured' tobacco establishments,

irrespective of acreage;

(iv) Other agricultural establishments employing at
least 10 persons on the day of the survey.

(b) Non-agricultural establishments employing at least 10 persons on the
day of the survey. It is to be noted that "outworkers" are excluded; these are
piece-rate workers who, although remunerated by an establishment, are working
in their own homes on materials provided by the establishment.

(c) All central and local government departments
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The preliminary results of the survey presented below are based on the
replies from 58% of all large establishments, representing about 75% of total
employment in such establishments. Almost all establishments employing more
than 100 persons and who did not reply within the set time limit, were

contacted by officers of the section. Estimates were made for the remaining

non-respondents on the basis of previcus data and observed trends.

It is 1mportant to note that the following analysis of employment

relates to establishments falling within the W

This year saw a reversal in the trend for male recruits. While a
gradual decrease had been observed for both male and female recruits these
last few years, male employment picked up this year, increasing by some 5,400
while the downward trend for females continues with an intgke of only 900,

Total employment in establishments covered by the survey thus rose by
2.3% to reach 279,400 in September 1990, as compared to 273,200 in the
corresponding period of the previous year. Male employment went up by 3% to
181,600, while female employment stood at 97,800 - barely 1% above the
previous year. The proportion of male to female employment has remained almost
at the same level as in September 1989, i.e. 65% to 35%.

Emplovment by sector

, An analysis of the changes in employment between September 1989 and
September 1990 by industrial group shows that almost half of the net additions
of 6,300 occurred in "Wholesale retail trade, restaurants and hotels".

Important increases of around 16% were also registered in
"Construction","Transport, storage and communication", "Financing, insurance,
real estate and business services" and "Community, social and personal

services" .Further details are given in Table 1.

More than 85% of the 5,400 increase in male employment went to the
services industries, and specifically the trade and hotel industries
(2200),"Transport, storage and communication" (1100) and the "Community,
social and personnal services" (900). The remaining 15% has been registered in
"Manufacturing and Construction". As for female employment an increase of
1,800 was noted in the services industries whereas the manufacturing sector
and the agricultural sector showed decreases of 500 and 600 respectively.

'." . » , .

Between September 1989 and September 1990 the number of persons
employed in large establishments of the EPZ sector fell by 2,800 to 84,700. It
is to be noted that both male and female employment in this sector went down,
by 1,800 and 1,000 respectively. An important decline of 2,500 in employment
was noted in the "Wearing apparel" group.

, Employees on piece rates of pay and hourly rates of pay are mostly
found in the manufacturing EPZ sector. The respective figures as at September
1990 were about 23,600 and 19,800.




e,
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Earnings

Average monthly earnings for employees exclusively on monthly rates of
pay in all sectors covered by the survey have increased by almost 15% over
September 1989 to reach around Rs 4,000 in September 1990 (Table 4). As
regards employees exclusivefy on daily rates of pay, average daily earnings
have increased by nearly 30% (Table 5). '

. The corresponding increases in the EPZ sector when taken separately
are around 23% (Table 10) for employees on monthly rates of pay and around 27%
(Table 11) for employees on daily rates of pay. As already mentioned, the EPZ
sector, and specially the Manufacturing Industries, is the main employer of
piece rate and hourly rate workers. Piece rate workers earned an average of
around Rs 80 daily while hourly rate workers earned around Rs 8.00 per hour in
September 1990 in this sector.

(i) Apart from increases in salaries and wages,
fluctuations in average earnings may be due to:

(a) Changes in the mix of employees of various
categories or with various lengths of service. For
example a large intake of professionals by, say,
an architectural firm can cause a sudden jump in
the average monthly earnings. On the other hand a
large intake of employees at the lower end of a
wage scale has the effect of lowering the average
earnings.

(b) Changes in overtime, regular bonuses and

v commissions. -
(ii) The results of the Bi-annual Survey of Employment
and Earnings are very useful in studying long term
" trends, yet great care should be exercised when
studying short term fluctuations, as they do not give
a good indication of such fluctuations.

Central Statistical Office
Port-Louis

‘December 1990
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