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1, TOTAL TRADE

In the first quarter of 1989, the total value of trade amounted to
Rs 7,766 million with exports contributing Rs 3,447 million and imports,
Rs 4,319 million.

' Compared to the previous quarter, there hawe been decreases in both
nominal and real terms, amounting to %b and 14% respectively.

Relative to the corresponding quarter of 1988 however, an increase

in value of 18% is observed though the volume has been subject to a contrac-
tion of about Fh.

2, BAIANCE OF VISIBIE TRADE

With EPZ exports as usual at their lowest in this period of the
year, the first quarter of 1989 saw the deficit of Rs 618 million registered
in the previous quarter increased to Re 872 million. This was mainly due
to the effect of decreased export earnings from the EPZ sector as well as
1o higher prices of imported commodities.

In the corresponding period of last year, the deficit was
Re 473 million. The higher deficit of the first quarter of 1989 is explained
by the fact that our imports have witnessed a greater increase (22%) than
our exports (13%) over the period.

3, TERMS OF TRADE (1988 = 100)

A new base has been introduced for the computation of import and
export unit value indices and terms of trade as from this year. The new
base is the calendar year 1988.

On this basis, the terms of trade for the first quarter 1989
have declined by 8 percentage points relative to the year 1988, This is due
to a high increase of nearly 21% in the price level of imported merchandise
together with a lower increase of around 11% in export prices. The signifi=-*
cant rise in the import unit, value index is explained by substantial increases
in the price levels of food commodities (46%), mainly dairy products, rice
and flour and petroleum products (27%).

4. EXPORTS

Total export earnings in the first quarter of 1989 amounted to
Rs 3,447 million, representing a decrease of Rs 249 million in value or
11% in volume when compared with the previous guarter. In comparison with
the corresponding period of 1988, an increase of Re 386 million is apparent
in pominal terms, amounting however to a fall of &% in real terms.

' As usual, the main exports were EPZ goods (Rs 1,842 million) and
sugar (163 thousand m. tons for Re 1,295 million).

The bulk cf our exports were directed to the EEC countries which
absorbed some Rs 2,697 million worth of our goods. The United Kingdom and
TFrance were the main importers with Rs 1,342 million and Rs 700 million
respectively. The United States of America took in another Rs 435 million.
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5.  IMPORTS

Imports, during the first quarter of 1989 kept its level of the:
previous quarter at Rs 4,319 million in value though showing a decrease of

16% in volume.

Compared to the corresponding quarter of 1988, this quarter saw
s rise of Rs 785 million in nominal terms, This was mainly the result of
increases in imports of textile fabrics (+ Rs 417 million), food products
(+ Re 159 million) and minerdl fuels (+ Rs 117 million). In real terms,
however, imports during this quarter declined by 4%.

The main suppliers of our imports were the E.E.C. countries with
Rs 1,582 million., France remained the main supplier with Rs 596 million,
followed by the Federal Republic of Germamy with Rs 392 million and the
United Kingdom with Rs 304 million. The Republic of South Africa, Japan
and China with Rs 357 million, Rs 327 million and Rs 284 million worth of
imported goods respectively were our main suppliers ocutside the E.E.C.

6. THE PERFORMANCE OF THE EPZ SECTOR

EPZ exports during the first quarter of 1989 reached
Rs 1,842 million, that is a decrease of Rs 368 million (17%) over the
previous quarter. Compared to the corresponding quarter of 1988, however,
an increase of Rs 295 million (19%) is noted, arising mainly from a higher
level of exports in textile and clothing (+ Rs 177 million).

The main market for BPZ products consisted as usual of the
following countries: France (Rs 634 million), the United States of
America (Rs 357 million), the United Kingdom (Rs 268 million) and the
Federal Republic of Germany (Rs 230 million).

EPZ imports haw stayed at its level of the pre¥iuwus quarter at

Rs 1,555 million. This is however some 12% higher than its level at the
corresponding quarter of 1988, mainly arising from an increase in imports

of raw materials,

EPZ goods were imported mainly from France (Rs 283 million),
Hong Kong (Rs 183 million), Taiwan (Rs 173 million), the Federal Republic
of Germany (Rs 127 million) and China (Rs 115 million).

Central Statigtical Office,
Roge Hill

June 1989
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Figures for 1988 and 1989 are provisionalAand subject to revision

1. COVERAGE
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o

Cover

Include

Exclude

IMPORTS

Cover

Include

Exclude

2. VALUATION

Domestic exports (including exports from the
Export Processing Zone)

Re-Exports
Export ex Warehouse

Returned goods
Government, Parcel Post and Air Freight

Trade witn Outer Islands

Ships' stores and tunkers

Landed merchandise sent to warehouse for
subsequent delivery

Landed merchandise issued for home consumption

Government, Parcel Post and Air freight

Donations from other Government and
International Organisations

Trade with Outer Islands

Bullion and specie

Exports are valaed F.0.B. and imports C.I.F.

F.0.B. Free on Board

C.I.F. Cost, Insurance and Freight

All figures quoted are in Mauritian Rupees
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3. COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION

The classification used for the compilation of trade statistics is
since January 1988 based on the Standard International Trade Classification
(Revised 1II) or S.I.T.C. (Rev. III). Prior to 1988 the classification was
based on S.I.T.C. (Rev. II). However, import: and export bills of entry are
now being worked upon according to the Harmonized Commodity Description and
Coding system Nomenclature, shortly known as the Harmonized System Nomencla-
ture (H.S.N.). Prior to 1988, the goods items were coded according to the
Customs Cooperation Council Nomenclature (C.C.C.N.).

4. ROUNDING OF FIGURES

T L N AN A Wt

Figures have been rounded off to the nearest final digit and in some
cases to the nearest one decimal place and as a result in some tables there may
be discrepancies between the sum of the constituent items and to the total as
shown,

5. SYMBOLS

e W

- Nil or negligible
... Not available

~-.- Not applicable

6. ABBREVIATIONS

B ot e AN

Rs : Rupees
000 : Thousand
Mn : Million
m. ton : Metric ton : 1,000 kilos
No. : Number

M? : Square metres
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