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The following errors have crept in the data on fish production

on page 1 table 2 of the last issue of Economic Indicators No. 63,
¥ :

Aqricultural production, -,

The amended figures should read

g it 19 197

Fish ntons 10,897 15,600

6,083 8,705

The sane corrections apply to page (iii) on fish production.

With these anendnents the increase in fish production is 4% instead of 32,



T

Figures for 1987 are provisicnal and subject to revision

1.

COVERAGE

TS
Cover 1. Domestic exportg‘(including exports
from the Fuxpcrt Processing Zqﬂe)
2. Re~-Exports
3. Export ex Warechouse
4. Roturnad goods
Include 1. Government, Parcel Post and Air

Freight

Exclude 1. Trade with Quter Talands

3

. Ships’ stores and bunkers

IMPORTS

Cover 1. Landed meprr~handise sent to ware- )
house for subsequent delivery

2, Landed merchandise igssuasd For hcowe
. consumphLion
Tnclude 1. Gevernment, Parcel Peost and Air

Freight

Exolude 1. Trade with Cuter Tslands
2. Bullion and specie

e

Exports ars valued F.O.B ard imports C.1.F,
F.0.B. Free on Uoard
C.1.F. Cost, Tosurance and Freight

All figures quoted are in Mauritian Rupees



3. COMMODITY ' 'CLASSIFICATION

The classification used for the compilation of trade
statistics is based on the Standard Intermational Trade Classifioation
(Revised II) or SeI.T.Ce (Reve II). Hovever, imports and export bills
of entry are being worked upon according to the! Customs Co-operation
Council Nomenclature (CeCeCeN)e

4« ROUNDING' 'OF' 'IFPIGURES

Figures have been rounded off to the nearest final digit and
in some cases to the nearest one decimal place and as a result in some
tables there may be discrepancies between the sum of the constituent
items and to the total as shown.

5 SYMBOLS

—————

~ Nil or negligible
ees Not a;va.llable

-e— Not applicable

6., ABBREVIATIONS

Rs 3 Rupees

000 Thousand

Mr ¢ Million

me.ton

Metric ton : 1,000 kilos

No. Number

M2 :  Square metres

¥ oK K KK K K KX



External Trade - Year 1987

1. Total Trade

The year 1987 witnessed a tremendous expansion in the volume
of international trade which grew by about 284 when compared with 1986.
This resulted not only from a higher level of exports, but also from a
still higher growth in the level of imports. In fact the total value
of trade amounted to Rs 25,076 million in 1987 as compared with Rs 18,612
million in 1986 - an increase of about 35% in value terms. The share of
exports emounted to Rs 12,034 million and thet of imports to Rs 13,042
million.

2. Balance of Vigible Trade.

The country has therefore registered an external trade deficit
of. about one thousand million rupees during 1987. Deficits were registe-
red during all the quarters of 1987, starting with Rs 36 million in the
first quarter to attain values as high as Rs 415 million and Rs 413

"million during the second and fourth quarters respectively. It will be

recalled that a surplus of Rs 214 million was observed in 1986.

3. Terms of Trade.

The terms of trade were very favourable to the country in 1987
and worked out to be 158, thus rising by 11 points with respect to 1986.

The level of the prices of exported goods during 1987 has in-
creased by about 11% over 1986 mainly because of higher prices obtained
for sugar and EPZ products, whilst that of imported commodities rose
by about 3% despite the appreciation of certain foreign currencies like
the British pound sterling, French Franc and Japanese Yen.

4. Exports

Total export earnings during 1987 have substantially increased
by Rs 2,621 million (28%) over 1956 to reach Rs 12,034 million. In terms
of volume the growth amounted to about 15%.

The nominal value of exports during the first quarter of 1987
stood at Rs 2,463 million but reached Rs 3,421 million during the last
querter, i.e. increasing by an average quarterly rate of about 11.6%
at current prices and 10.6% at constant prices.

The value of EPZ exports for the year 1987 aggregated to the
level of Ks 6,700 million. It moved from a relatively low level of
nearly Rs 1,200 million during the first quarter, to proceed to about
Rs 1,600 million during the second and attaining in the third as well
as the fourth quarters the level of nearly Rs 1,950 million. The value
ipcrease over 1986 was about 35%. As the.levéleofuekpori-ocpriices climbéd
by about 9%, the volume growth in the exports of EPZ products is esti-
mated to be around 24%.
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The main markets that have purchased EPZ products are the
following : France (Rs 2,499 Mn), the United States of America (Rs 1,620 Mn),
the Pederal Republic of Germeny (Rs 891 Mn) and the United Kingdom
(Rs 696 Mn).

The volume of suger exported during the year 1987 amounted to 656
thouzand tons (nearly 5% increase over 1986), Earnings from sugar exports
were valued at Rs 4,310 million (about 21% increase over 1986). Out of
the 656 thousand tons of sugar shipped, 520 thousand tons went to the EEC

countries (f.o.b. value Rs 3,997 Mn), 127 thousand tons to the World

market (Rs 257 Mn) and the remaining 10 thousand tons to the United States
of America for Rs 56 million. The value of sugar exported represented 58%
62 total domestic exports in 1987 compered with 40% in 1986.

Exports of tea have again declined that year, this time to Rs 90
miklion from Rs 104 million in 1986 despite the fact that there has been
an expansion of about 3.5% in the volume exported. This was so because
the export price of tea per kg. has fallen to Rs 13.61 in 1987 from Rs 16,28
the previous year.

Both re~exports and ships' stores and bunkers have been on the
increase for the year 1987. The value of re-exports reached Rs 162 million,
whilst that of ships' stores and bunkers Rs 430 million.

The value of goods exported towards the EEC Countries in 1987
amounted to Rs 9,204 million, representing nearly 80% of our total exports.
Shipments to the United Kingdom and France were Rs 4,055 million (35% and
Rs 3,078 million (26%) respectively. The United States of America have
absorbed 15% (Rs 1,697 Mn) as compared with 16% (Rs 1,457 Mn) in 1986.

5. Imports

» During the year 1987 the value of total imports of the country
has increased by over 40% with respect to 1986 +to0 reach the high level
of Rs 13,042 million. The real growth worked to about 35% when the
effects of prices which amounted to an increase of about 3% are eliminated.

The values of imports have been continuously increasing over the
four quarters of 1987. From Rs 2,499 million in the first quarter, imports
went up to Rs 3,165 million in the second, reaching Rs 3,545 million in
the third to finally attain Rs 3,8%4 million in the last quarter. At
current prices imports have grown at an average quarterly rate of 15.3%
during 1987, while at constant prices it was about 13.7%

The velue of imports has been greatly affected by substantial
increases in imports of machinery and transport equipment (+ Rs 1,303 Mn)
and textile fibres, yarn and fabrics (+ Rs 1,009 Mn). Other items that
have contributed to the increase comprise food products (+ Rs 289 Mn),
refined petroleum products (+ Rs 248 ¥In) and chemicals (+ Rs 232 Mn).

"It is worth pointing out that imprrts of passenger motor cars
increased from 1,472 in 1986 valued at Rs 108 million to 3,124 in 1987
for a value of Rs 222 million. Similarly, imports of video recorders
jumped from 2,391 in 1986 to 32,879 in 1987 rising correspondingly in
value from Rs 14 million to Rs 120 million.
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EPZ imports of raw materials and equipment for the year 1987,
smounted to about Rs 4,800 million as compared with Rs 3,863 milddon-in
1986. The first quarter figure was nearly Rs 1,000 million, growing
to about Rs 1,200 million during the second quarter, reaching Rs 1,300
million in each of the last two quarters. The most important suppliers
of the inputs for the EPZ industries were France (Rs 8,36 Mn), Hong ¥ong
(Rs 729 Mn), Taiwan (Rs 468 Mn) and Japan (Rs 358 Mn)., The net EPZ
exports for 1987 were Rs 1,899 million (28%). It is to be noted that .
this ratio was around 22% during the previous three years.

The broad groups of items that have weighed heavily in the 1987
import bill of the country comprise the following: food products -
(8524 370M)) ,refined petroleum products (Rs 881 Mn), chemicals (Rs 830 Mn),
EPZ raw materials and equipment (Rs 4,801 Mn), machinery and transport
equipment other than for EPZ sector (Rs 2,286 Mn). These accounted for
nearly four-fifths of the total imports of the country.

The structure of imports by commodity class in 1987 showed only
little change over that of 1986 except for a decrease in the share of
food products from 12.9% to 11.3%, another fall from 41.6% to 40.0% in'
the share of menufactured goods classified chiefly by material and a
rise from 17.2% to 22.1% in machinery and transport equipment.

As usual, about one third of the country's imports during 1987
were supplied by the EEC countries (s 4,281 Mn); from this group
France came first with Rs 1,699 million, followed by the United Kingdom
with Rs 1,058 million. Other importantsources were Japan (Rs 1,279 Mn),
the Republic of South Africa (Rs 1,110 Mn) and the Gulf countries
(Rs 941 Mn). '

Central Statistical Office
Rose Hill

March 1988.
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