MAURITIUS

Economic Indicators

'An Occasional Paper

Issue No., 56
11th september, 1987

1, Agricultural Production, Jamary - June 1987.

2., Study on Computer Use in the Public Sector.

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
PORT LOUIS
MAURITIUS




E
g ‘ﬂ, .

Agricultural Production - Jaymary - June 1937

Sugar

Sugar cane harvest during the first semester 1937 amounted to
about 109,000 metric tons, representing canes processed by 10 factories
which started operating during the month of June. Last ycar some 121,000
metric tons had becn processed during the same period,; out of a total
crop of 6,025,000 metric tons.

Climatic conditions at the beginning of the year were not so
favourable as last year and it is expected that both yield per hectare and
extraction rate will be affected. Data for the first scmester already in-
dicate this, with yield averaging 0.2 metric tons/hectarc (against 8.8
in June 1986) and extraction rate around 9.7 % (as against 11.0 in June
1986). The latest estimate for total sugar production this year amounts
to 670,000 metric tons, as compared to last year's 706,839 metric tons.

Tea

Tea cultivation has remained almost unchanged with an area of
3,775 hectares. Production of green leaves, however showed a small increase
to 25,745 metric tons during the first semester; comparcd to 25,081 metric
tons during the same period last year.

Tobacco

Tobacco production during the first semester of 1937, has regis-
tered a significant increase of about 65 over the production during the
same period last year. This increase was due mainly to the Tfact that area
harvested during the semester was 163 hectares. as comparcd to 938 hectares
last year.

Foodorops

A significant decrease of nearly 25% in foodcrop area harvested
occurred between the first semesters of 1986 and 1937. Most of this dif-
ference of nearly 700 hectares waz accounted for by maize, groundnuts and
tomato.

Production was also affected by the heavy rainfall during the
months of February and March 1987. The total foodcrop production fell from
25,400 metric tons during January-June 1986 to 16,200 metric tons during the
gsame. period of 1907. The main items contributing to this fall in production
were s maize, groundnuts, onions, tomatoes, creepers and -specially’potatoes
which was seriously affected by thrips, bringing’down total production - -
during the Semester by almost 70j.



Livestock and Fishing

Production of cattle meat during the first semester of
1987 was 632 metric tons - an increase of over 157 over production
during the corresponding period last year, when 588 metric tons were
producted. 4+ is to be noted that local cattle meat constitutes an
increasing proportion of total cattle meat - and accounts for over
of production during the first six months of 1937.

Fish production reached 3,122 metric tons during the first
semester of 1987 - or 1Q% over the same period last year when it was
2,850 metric tons.

Central Statistical Office,
ROSE HILL.

September 19867
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