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| Figures for 1985 are provisional and subject to revision

1. COVERAGE

EXPORTS
Cover 1. Domestic exports (including exports from the L
Export Processing Zone) e
2. Re-Exports
3. Export ex Warehouse
4. Returned goods
Include 1. Government, Parcel Post and Air Freight A
Exclude 1. Trade with Outer Islands
2. Ships' stores and tunkers
IMPORTS
Cover 1. Landed merchandise sent to warehouse for subsequent
delivery
2. Landed merchandise issued for home consumption
Include 1. Government Parcel Post and Air freigit
2. Donations from other Government and International
' Organisations
Exclude 1. Trade with Cuter Islands

2. Bullion and specie

2. VALUATION
Exports are valued F.0.B. and impcrts C.I.F.
F.0.B. Free on Board
C.I.F., Cost, Insurance and Freight

All figures quoted are in Mauritian Rupees

3. COMMODITY CLASSIFICATION

The classification used for the compilation of trade statistics is based
on the Standard International Trade Clasaification (Revised II) or S.I.T.C. (Rev.II).
However, import and export bills of entry are being worked upon according to the
Customs Co-operation Council Nomenclature (C.C.C.N.).

4. ROUNDING OF FIGURES

Figures have been rounded of{ to the nearest final digit and in some cases
to the nearest one decimal place and as a2 result in some tables there may be discre-
pancies between the sum of the constituent items and to the total as shown.

5. SYMBOLS
- Nil or negligible ... Not available

6. ABBREVIATIONS

Rs : Rupees
000 : Thousand
Mn 3 Million
m.ton 3 Metric ton : 1,000 kilos

No. : Number
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1. Total Trade

The total value of external trade of the country during the second
qguarter of 1985 amounted toc Rs 3,359.4 million, as against Rs 3,251.5 million
for the previous quarter, representing an increase of Rs 107.9 miilion cr

2.3% in value. In terms of volume, however, the growth is 2.2%.

me corresponding quarter of 1584, the increase

When compared with &L
s a growth of 14.7% in real terms.

in value is 27.6%, that 1

When the first half of 1985 is compared with that of 1984 2 remark-
able increase of Rs 1,29G.2 million is observed in the total value of trade
(i.e. increasing from Rs 5,323.5 Mn to Rs €,610.8 Mn). In velume terms, this
works out to be 9.8%.

2. Balance of Visible Trade

A deficit of Rs 548.2 million has been registered in the external
trade of the country during the second quarter of 1285. For the previous
quarter the deficit was Re 2%0.5 million, while for the second quarter of
1984 it amounted tc Rs 499.6 million.

The total export value (including ships’® stores and bunkers) reached
Rs 2,886.0 million during the First half of 1985. On the other hand, the
value of imports attained the level of Rs 3,724.8 million, thus resulting in
a deficit of Rs 838.8 millicn. For the same period of last year tne deficit
was Rs 823.8 millien.

The visible trade o7 the country usually shows a higher deficit in
the first half of the year as the bulk of sugar crop and the greater part of
EPZ goods are exported during the second half of the year.

3. Price Indices and Terms of Trade

During the second auarter of 1985, the overall prices of exported
commodities rose slightly oy ahout 1.4% and those of imported goods showed a
similar growth rate of 1.3% with respect to the previous quarter. As a resuli,
the terms of trade of the country have remained at the level of 107, as was
the case for the previous quarter.

4., Exports

The total export revenue of the country during the second guarter of
1985 was Rs 1,405.6 million as compared with Rs 1,480.5 million for the pre-
vious quarter, resulting in a cecrease of 5.7% in value terms. Between these
two periods the export price level rose by about 1.4% and when the efvects of
prices are eliminated the decrease in volume is estimated to be 6.4%.

However, when the first two guarters of 1985 are combined, total
export proceeds from goods show = substantial rise of Rs 637.6 million or
28.4% over the corresponding period of 1984. In real terms also there has

o/

been a significant increase of 12.4% 1in export revenue over the periods.



A breakdown of total exports during the first and second qguarters
of 1984 and 1985 is given hereunder :

Value (f.o.b.) Rs Mn

1984 1985 1984 1985
Commodity 3
1st Gr.} 2nd Qr. | 1st Qr. | 2nd Gr. se;zgter se%gzter
Sugar 625.9 314.6 769.2 391.0{ 940.5 1,160.2
Molasses - 23.1 3.2 - 23.1 9.2
Tea 88.6 56.4 76.3 54.3 145.0 130.6
EPZ 361.2 547.0 505.3 795.5 508.2 1,300.8
Other domestic exports 15.9 21.0 19.0 36.3 36.8 55.3
Total domestic exports 1,091.6 962.111,379.0 [1,277.1}2,053.6 2,656.1
Re-exports 15.3 40.3 21.8 22.6 55.5 44,4
Ships' stores and bunkers 75.6 64.0 79.6 105.9 13%.3 i85.5
o~ —-——-=s=zzc=mrossssz=z=zzz=zzchussooosskoscoosszhoooosssshossrossissssssssgEIossnsIIs
Total exports 1,182.¢4 | 1,066.3 | 1,480.5 |1,405.612,248.4 } 2,886.0

During the first semester of 1985, 229.1 thousand metric tons of

sugar were exported for a value

of

Rs 1,160.2 million (43.0% of total exports)

compared with 210.4 thousand metric tons, valued at Rs 940.5 million (44.6%

of total exports) for the same period in 1984.

value of 23.4% corresponding Lo

Exports earnings from tea reached a peak in 1984.

half of 1984, 4,159 metric tons
This year, for the same period,
tons and Rs 130.6 million. The

a rise of 8.9% in volume.

This shows an increase in

For the first

were exported for a value of Rs 145 miilion.
the corresponding figures are 4,278 metric
main cause for this reduction was a decrease
in prices on the world market, which fell from Rs 38.59 per kilecgram in the
first quarter of 1985 to Rs 23.60 in the second quarter.

In the first half of 1984 proceeds from molasses exports amounted

to Rs 23.1 million for 36,300 metric tons.
figures are only Rs 9.2 million and 15,500 metric tons respectively.

In 1985, the corresponding

However,

it is expected that, as in past years, the bulk of molasses' production for
this year will be exported during the second half of 1985.

5. Imeorts

The total value of imports during the second quarter of 1985 attained

When compared with the previcus quarter, this
The import price level having increased by

1.3% between the two periods, the volume rise is about 8.9%.

a level of Rs 1,953.8 million.
shows a rise of 10.3% in value.



When comparison is made with the corresponding guarter of 1984 the
increase in value amounts to 24.8%, caused by a rise in volume of 11.9% and
an increase in prices of 11.5%.

When the two quarters of 1985 are combined and compared with those
of 1984, the value of imports shows an increase of 21.2% (rising from
s 3,072.2 Mn to Rs 3,724.8 Mn). In volume terms, however, this represents
an increase of 8%. This rise is accounted for mainly by increases in imperts
' of textile fibres, yarn and fabrics (+ Rs 250.8 Mn), refined petroleum pro-
ucts (+ Rs 103.7 Mn) and machincry (+ Rs 82.2 Mn), offset to some extent by
decreases in dairy products (- Bs 15.6 Mn) and cement (- Rs 24.4 Mnd .

.. -

The table below gives tihe important changes lhat have occurred in
imports between the first six months of 1984 and 1985.

Chanaes
Commodity Jan-June 1984 | Jan-June 1985 Increase ()
Decrease (-)
Dairy products 127.1 11%.5 - 15.6
Wheaten flour 106.0 120.3 + 14.3
Coal 2.4 35.5 4 33.1
Refined petroleum products ug7.4 607.1 - 103.7
Textile fibres; yarn and
fabrics 559.8 810.6 4+ 250.8
Cement 81.9 57.5 - 26,4
ircn and steel 79.9 113.8 + >53.9
Machinery 310.4 392.6 + 872.2
Road vehicles and parts 48.4 81.2 “+ 32.8
Watches and clocks 32.0 63.5 + 31.5

Some of the major itcms that have weighed heavily in the imports oill
of the country during the first six months of 1985 werc the following:

Rs Mn
textile fibres, vern and fabrics 810.6
refined petroleum products 601 .7
machinery 392.6
chemicals 213.0

These commodities together accounted for more than half of the total value of
imports during the first half of 1985,



6. Exports and Imports of the EPZ

The value of exports of the Export Enterprise Certificate Industries
(EPZ) jumped by 57.4% from Rs 505.3 million in the first quarter of 1985 to
reach the level of Rs 795.5 million in the second guarter.

Revenue from EPZ exports for the first half of 1985 amounted to
Rs 1,300.8 million as against Rs 908.2 million for the corresponding period
in 1984. As a result the share of the EPZ in tcial cxports increased from
43.1% to 48.2%.

The value of imports of the EPZ industries attained Rs 672.3 million
during the second quarter of 1985 thus registering an increase of 32.6% over
the previous qguarter.

When figures for the first two cuarters of 1985 are aggregated, the
value of EPZ imports amounted to Rs 1,179.3 million as against Rs 779.0
million for the corresponding period of 1984 - an important increase of over
50% in value.

The net EPZ exports during the first half of 1985 have, therefore,
amounted to Rs 121.5 million as compared with Rs 129.2 million during the
corresponding period of 1984. It will be recalled that during the first
guarter in 1985, net EPZ exports were more or less negligible. They, however,
improved substantially during the second quarter to reach Rs 123.2 million.

EPZ exports and imports by very broad groups of items during the
first and second quarters of 1984 and 1985 are given in the table hereunder:

Value Rs Mn

1984 1985 1984 1985

1st 1st
semester semester

Exports (f.o.b.) 361.2 547.0 505.3 795.5 908.2 1,300.8
Clothing & textile 235.6 411.8 367.3 600.7 647.4 968.0
Other 125.6 135.2 138.0 194.8 260.8 332.8

Imports (c.i.f.) 336.3 442.7 507.0 672.3 779.0 1,179.3
Raw materials 302.8 382.1 446.8 593.6 684.9 1,040.4

Machirery and .
equipment 33.5 60.6 60.2 78.7 94.1 138.9

PP UUI S Ay e fertelrit] refoi-ottvaterietoaortt aiefroonioouiarunmipuriio: epetieipeefinafm et

Net Exports + 24.9 {+104.3 | - 1.7 +123.2 +129.2 + 121.5




7. Direction of Trade

During the first semester of 1985, 98.5% of the country's total
exports were absorbed by the preferent tial tariff countries. The EEC countries
being the priviledged market of MaurlLlrﬁ nroducts have absorbed nearly 76.7%
of the total exports. 16.9% were direz ted Lowards the United States of
America.

In value, during the first / nonths of 1985 export figures to the
preferential tariff countries were Ho ,659.4 million, ocut of which Rs 2,872.0
million were to £.5.C. countries. Fr ang the ZEC countries, the United

¥ingdom with Re 1,106.7 million (41.1%) has, by far, been the single most
important buyer,

631.0 million (23.4%). Rs 455.4
million worth of exports went to

’J

s

> Stetes of America.

f 95 the country has imported for a

the Preferential tariff countries

Coeneral tariff countries. The EEC

) of the country's total imports

anc Fs 301.8 million from the
supply were the Republic of Soutn

s 283.0 million and Japan with

During the first semester O“
of Rs 2,337.6 million (62.8%)
and RXs 1,387.2 million (37.2%) from
sountries have supplied 30.6% (Rs 1,1
with Re 454.0 million (12.2%) from
United Kingdom. Other important sou
Africa with RBs 327.6 million, Bahrain with R
Rs 217.3 million.

Central Statistical Office
Rose +iill
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